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MIMICRY-SOME 0F NATURES STRATEGEMS&

Bv B. C. TiLLai' HmaJITON, ONT.

Nature tom with instances af what ame caile mimetic Te-

»mublances, instancefs -- a . oqasi dlosy iuitating theïr neigh-
boux~ for the sake af sme advatage tobe gaînwl thereby. Thus

of idenoe tricks, which in their moa interesting examples
have temn tlato en einm ahrta e
It israther curiousthat while pirotecti ve c ci aratin the genera
sense bas oertainly bee ePl-aboramted-, not oily for defenoe but for
attack also. that manifestatiSof ai .tecbnicaily termed mmmicry.

-m to, have been developed moddy for the pwposes of defence
and ecaepe.

The =Luaio .t on dinaf yi prteve cxratwuoand
the mast hihy p=ilsed fornr of wmicry is practicaliy com-
-it Our gree caeplan. Ou o 1 butiis uith brou under-
idos ta their wings. the couriang of certain birds. and the mark-

aig o certain birds egps. are aninstances of ordînary colaured
-N Tbey, do mot resenible anytbing in particuiar. Tbrir

coo rs e sucb that in mos of theïr daily checmsan c e ; ZW
harmns a nPm a general mense witb their suaraonins thvs oe.s-

ing ta bho specialiy otic-eable. at any rate molong as tbey aie at
rest. A further step is illuseated by thes caofilrsa thos

geuotrs -USUaly cafled stick-caterpilias. Theme caeplmart.
ai such fori n d couoring that when Mtetched out stiflly. they
have a strong Pre-iemblance ta short dead twigs. sometime eve
with buds and leai-sm complote; wbile, to tender the ilhusin
qeite q=fec. thoy have &Wo acquired the habit af resting in Just
the ---y ponues that twîgs, migbt thenele take up. _%.o better

exaploaithis, cia be found than the caterpiflar af Enuomus
magarmswhich whe poised by theo hind feet on a twig. with

the body tinrovu, bkwards intoa . ma% el escape dctec-
tioei by anl exoept thn eens Umrver. W one ai the mosi

lu 1r ble examps ai special Protective i-mo-mbaaS is, mm
in the leaf but r»f M alay. KaUVma paraloela. The wings of
this iumect m0 exactly rememible a lai wbn cdom&d that it may
pian altogether unnotioed. We find an -lab rati o bore agamn
of tho protective instinct. Thomo inmects have a rapid fligt. but
they vin1 drap suddenly and thïwmgs as tbey aligt

talv on*B he ppa ai o Thus. tboy mmoi ta, com-

Tbe


