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their usu711 food surply, L. #.. smail miammal% and birds, have
in those seaons been swept off the face of the earlli or at Ieast ni'
their hahitat-so. what is the reason for thieir svaîidering ? Nt,
one seems to know. lErnest Thompson Seton iii onc of his hooks
says that the little chickadees on certain days in the ytar get
44 razyv - peils, during whi-cb tbev art very queer, ;as thotigh thev
had lost their "Ilbirdseîise.' And the saine lias~ heen obsçerved cil
other birds, e. ~rthe c«!ercailzie and the blackicock in (uermany.
etc. Perhaps some ot this queer. eccentric feeling ,-n the part of
these birds is responsible for somne -cf their wandeuings 100!

Neither doe.ç the appearance of -"me oif these hirdr. at Ottawa;
this winter make the matter anv clearer. A hawk owl (Surier,
ululia caparorh) which breeds in Newfotindlanid. Labrador and the
Hiudson Bay country. was sbot bere on Oct. n last. and ;enoîher
seen ai that lime. Mr. Henry the taxidermi.çt had twt- more.

Us'fl hev corne later, if at ail. At that lime it was very milJ
here.

A very unusual migration of the American goshawk (kiic

I.Viri<rapillus).ç took place la%t October ;ind heginning of November.

WVhile a few bird% arc scen here ni%.t winters, they arc nearly
always in the immature plumage, and r:ither rare at thal, but ai
ibis :ime a regu:ar migration of them tooki place, mostly composed
tif adult birdç in the finesi plumage. Trhat is certainlv remarkable.
On Oct. su8 a fine large female was shot bw a (armer near Es
Templettin in the act of carrving away a good-siied plymouth rock
r&xbster. On Nov. -, a boy shot a nice male .near the rifle rangre.
which had just put bimself on the ou.side of -a rtiffed grouse ( par-
tridgc.) Mr. F. G. White noîiced a pair tog>.ether near lembroke,
one alço i., the aci of' devouring a grouNe. The taxidermist gol
%everal more (rom ihis vicinity, and ail save etne in the finest blue
plumage. At Kingston shi-. fight was r-till more neticeable. Mr.
F. Beaupré of that city writes me, tbal lie îiever sa'w sO many
gobhawks together a% ibis year, i. r., lail 44 8qo6. There were
regular ights of them passing over ihe citv. Hie saw îhemi al-
most everv day in October, but during the finst weck in November
they were mosi abundant. He %aw seven flving ai enc time. One
he approached quite closely whil e tearing up a hairy woodpecker.
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