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THE FARMER.

At the commencement of a new year no more
;wportant subet cao Le recommended to the

farmcr's attention than the subjcct of mildew and
its prevention. What remiedies, lot hiua ask, înay
bd successfuiiy applied to check the devastating
growth of corun nîildewv? Aithough its botanical,
character is îîow 80 wcll known, the rernedies hi-
therto suggested have been principaiiy conjectu-
rai. Mr Knight, wlîo was a most careful and ex-
perienced observer, expressed lus persuasion that
when fogs came on after a v'cry dry time, the
wheaî plant is more than ordinariiy subject ta
this bliglit. Ilence the obvious method of guard-
jtlg against inildew in places particuiarily sub-
ject to its influence, is to endeavotir to pro~cure
the eariiest varieties which xnay brrive at matur-
ity hefore the autumnal fogs extensivciy prevail,
More observations are also wanted as to the cf-
fects of soit on the growtiî of this fungus, and es-
peciall.ywhetiier h'eavysoils arerealiy more favour-
bic to it than light onoes. Theore is as yet little
mnore than surmise ou these points, ivhich is ai-
avays unsatisfactory. Nor is it wvolt decided
itheiier spring wheats are less liable to kt than
winter wheiats, tiîougiî an opinion that suclu is the
case widciy prevails.

The certainîty that rill the grantineous tribes are
liable to znildew rendors it very doubtful whether
the extermination of titis cvii cati ever bo expeot-
cd; but unqucst.ionaýbl2Y inuh inay be donc ta-
iiards ':hecking its injurious diffusion to any alarra-
lg extent. 'lie propor ineîiod is to consider

what remnedies inay be safe-ly recomtncndod, and
lu îr*v hemic;irefully. The foilowing arc undoubt-
cdiy7wortby of' attcntion :

1. Ai endeavour, as incxpemîsively as possible,
to change the texture of soils by mixtute, whcrc
niidew bas long obstinately prevailed. The far-
iner shouid Icarn that the inochanicai state of lus
]and isjtist as importatnt as the chomical. Glass,
whicli refuses to part wviti ail its aikalies wlicn ini
a solid state, if broughît iîto, contact with water,
parts %vitl tîtein, casiiy whcn moistericd after being
tincly poundedin amtortar. Any personà may con-
vince Iiiinself of this fact by la3 ing a lump of wcî-
ted glass on turincric paper. No rcsult follows.
Noir rcdttce the sanie piece of glass to fie povder,
ana wct it; the turmncrie paper turns rcd, ittdica-
tmng titat att aikali lias been sot froc. Uonce the
fine mclianical division of tic soui effectcd byju-
dicious mixture of more friable tîtaîcrials, nîay
produce great results Inî givitîg onit orgaîiic coni-
pouîtds %vhoSe tendcncy iS1 tcîte laainst
the attacks of discase. This is otly otie itnstatnce
out of thousands, to show the itmportance of sci-
ence to a ciass loit.g cntircly ioglectful of ils
adrantagces, but tîo%% bccoîning nmore awaic of
thom.

2. A careful noticeci ofnany places %,IUîre tmil-
dew lias realdwlai. once satisfy tic obser-
vcr that tlî,y have becu so situatcd as tu bc sub-

jeot ta the crUls of too niuch aliade, or want offree
circulation of air. Letting in more air and light
in these localities, by ob% iuus means, would be, in
such cases, tue best mode of proeceding.

3. Thora is no doubt that over luxurianein earbý
growth is favourable to the mildcw. The intelli-
gent fariner %viil know luesi huw to check this,
wlîeîier by feedimtg it down witiî sheep for a few
liours iu tho day-tintie, or otiier methods. This

j mîust Le a matter of experiencc, kceping only the
design in view.

4 The dcbiî-abieness of growing early %arieties
in places subjuct tu mildew. The reasojns have
already been considcred.

5. Another plan worthy o? being adverted to,
is the avuidance of inanuring iminediately before
,:ettiitg tue seed.

G. Attentioni shouid also be given to hoeing the
wheat. crops in tue eariy stages of growîh, armd
taking great care ta free thein front ail Wceeds.
Miidew will scldom prevail te any extent where
îiîis precaution is taken ; but wherevcr thore are
miany weeds on the ]and, the straw will bo gen-

Whcrever ilic fariniîtigs of the bcst kindl, ;vherc
thesc' precautions are takon, and whore draintage

ib gd.lifuguzs will not bcofound in any alarni -
imîg degree. Just as the clean skin of animais
is a dcfence against nau;seous living parasites, so,
by att aîtalogous incthod, the £oil will, be render-
cd frce fromn te destructive fungi under oui' pre-
scnt notice. inproved domestic habist in our
peasantry arc %NeI known as tending ta check the
spread of epidcmic diseases; and iii the saine way,
a botter s,- 51cm of cultivation will avert disease
from our corn fields, whiie thore is give.n thercby
iniereased opportunity for the empioymnent of the
poor. Mildew was once more prevalent than il ii
at presa-nt; and doubtless ils diminuation is in a
great nîcasurc to bc ascribod to a botter husban-

CAautoTS.-Tlîis vegetable wias sown to a
greater extent lasi. spring in Lancashire than had
been donc lit p)rcl ions yars, 50 that tlîey will bc
prepared viiîth-.ein as a substitute for the pota-
tocs, in case thc.rc shouid bc another failure, but
içvhici pro% cd niot to be the case; and therefore ik
lias mnade carrots mtoe plentiful, which are tîow
sellingat frot 2s. Gd. le 3s.4dl. per ioad of 2-101bs.;
and, îtot%%itlhstanditig tbis low price, thcy will stili1

pyweil fur their cultivation, as the cSt of the
ell-d is onlyabototîc penny per ioad. They at

foutd excellet for îîmiich cowrs, and are far :supe-
rior eititer ta tuîtips or mangel, xaurzel for nak-ing
the cows vichd ttorc iiiilk and butter of a ntuci
richer qualitý and colour, ubich is of inipurtancu
at titis soason of theyear, and will bc a strotg in-
duceinient to the cow-keepcrs to, sow carroîs in-
stcad of t1irnips the coxning scason, as turmîips at
the precct tinte are not salcablc, owing tu thc
large stock lin the bands of thc growcrs, ana futIthc reasoît above statcd.
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