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grace, that, lie lias heard the voice of mny prayer, and ia a wonderf'ul inanl-
uer prcserved nie. Certain it is that niy spiritual life bias been a new lif'e.
There is calin suushine upon the soul. The praise of God i3 coutinually
upon nîy lips.

I have continually what scems to me to, be the wUincss of the Iloly Spirit;
thit is to say, 1 have a firin and abiding- conviction that 1 arn wholly the
Lord's; whicll does not seci to b.- introdueed ijute the muiiid by rea.,oiing"
nor by any metlîods wliatcver of' forced and scf.îaereflectien, and wliich
I can aseribe only to the Spirit of God. It is a sort of interior voice,
whieh speakzs silently but effectively to the sou!, and hids nie be of goodi
clicer. At turnes, especially on tlîe l4tlî of Feobruary, 1840, 1 cxpericenced
soine reinarkable operations on xny uîiind, wlieh mnade a profoutid and last-
ing linpreQ-sioii. Language cannot hc but a feeble iiistriunient in detniling
thein, and I wl1 neot atternipt it. Indeed I do not know but that I inust
say with the Apostie, "lwliether in the body or ont of the beody 1 eanunot
tell." But iu view of what I tiien experienced aîid hiave expurienced at
otiier tiîes, I cannot lielp saying witlî the Apostle, IlGod liatli alsosel
ed us, and given ns the earniest of' the Spirit in our hecarts."

I could speak of imany remaàrkable deliverances and supports in tinie
of mental trial. God lias ever been îvitl ime, in tiîne o? trouble a,
"faithiful God." But tliese, and miany other things which hiave called

forth tlîe deep gratitude of iny heart, I auji eoinpelled te omit. 1 cannot
refrain fromn saying, howevcr, tlîat alinest frein the x cry moement of eb-
taining the victory over those selfish feelings wbieli have been spuken of,
I was distinctly conscoos of a new but powerftul and delhrh,-Itful attrac-
tion towards the divine mmiid. This, I believe, is a coninion formi of ul-
terior experience aniong those who have enjoyed tlie blessing of sanctifi-
cation. I perceive,! and felt *:ry distimîctly tliat there was a, central
existence, full of aIl grlory, toward's wbich the spirit xýas tending. 1
could realize tlîe iiieaa.ing of the Psalmiste ilAs the hart pantctlî after
the water brooks, so panteth nmy soul after tlîee, 0 God." I feit like an
iniprisoued bird Nviien the string is eut that hound it to the earth, arnd
wliicl soars upwards and spre:îds it wings te the skies. Se coniscoos
hlave 1 been tlîat inordinate self-love lias been the cause o? the separa-
tien between mny seul and God, that the -Very idea of self as distinct
froi God is alhîîost painful to me. Whcn self is destroyed, the divine
union, wlîich sanetified hecaits onily know, takes place. 11f' I know any.-
thing, 1 know imost certaily that thie truc resting Place of niy soni is
and miust be ln the infinite mmiid; that it is not and cannet be anywbere
else. Perhaps no part of the Seriptures, dnring the niere recent periods
of iny experience, lias more, affected me than than the érayer of the
Sa viour for bis disciples, " That thcy ail may be one, as Thon, Father,
art in mue, and 1 lu Thee* thmat tlîey also jnay ho one in u3." It is difficult
for nie 'to conceive of auy heaven but God's presence; o? any biell but
blis absence. I realize thiat tlîe cup of niy bappincss is full, wlhatever Mnay
be iny personal trials and sorrows, wlîenever and wlîerever iny hieavenly
fathmer is glorifled ln nie. Accordingiy it is niy carneat and constant
prayer that iuy wvill lnay ho wlîolly and forever lest ln the will of God,
zind tlîat I may neyer kunow self any more, except as the instrument of
the divine glory.


