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face of ali the hue and cry over- the seeming succcss of soine of'
these state menageries of ours, commnon-sense i3tilI lauglis at thein.
thougli generally now witlî its hand ove,' its mouth, aînd stili
maintains that the home training, uinder the supervi8ion of a ki,îd
and judicious mother is the liî'st stop towards a successful sehool
t'l'aining. That training I liad in the kindergarten round mny
mother's knee, and, you ma-y eaul it prejudice if you likce, the
cifeets of that training within mie have led me te fi-own upon evor-'y
direct or indirect attempt te divorce the home influences whenl
they are good, fî'om the influences of school life. I know I arn
digressing; but then yen, have been told that 1 arn an old man,
and an old teacher besides, and conscquently you must train
yourself te bear with r.ny wcakcncsses and your ewn inflrmity of'
impatience. 1 have teld you that I amn accustomced te speakz my
mind frecly whien my exl)erienceý- have been sueiî as to enable
me te fei-i a correct opinion; and if any mmnd ceccntricity or
any strange ce-relation of thought in my thitikcingr-box le&ls me
into what yeu or your impittience may eaul a digression, youi
must juat turn over the leaf, rny dear mada n, and begin a new
pagc. Indeed, as 1 must ahvays hiave my say out, ne matter
what it is, it is just as well that we should cerne to some sucb
agreemnent from -1he fiu'st.

Perhaps it would be well, while the readeî' and I ar-e thus
being- intî'oduced, that I should bring my nar-rative into dloser
quai'ters with these ear-ly memoi'ies of mine, tbeugh what rood
p',n'pose, is te, be servcd by se doing is more than 1 eau ni-,ke e",ut.
Yet I kznow there is always a craving for- details about oui' ante-
cedents on the part of theýse wvhî are beiîîg inti-oduc ed te us, and
as I bave askçed my readers te bear with me and my peculiarities,
1 must endeavour te enlist their forbearance by example as weil
as by pi'ecept-by deing as I would be donc by. Therefore, it
fails upon me te tell tcrn what I was as wvell as who 1 ain.

" But you have net told us whe yeu are," I think I lient' the
editor saying, Iland unless yen make this plain in your first com-
munication, I shall in al! probabîlity be floeded with lettei's askz-
ing for' your name and address."

IlAnd what will youî' answer be, Mr'. Editoî', if you please,
should sucli a tidal wave of comm iunications descend upon year
sanctum T"
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