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OXFORD AND THE BIBLE SOCIETY.

In the speech made by Zachary dacaulay in 1812, at the formation of an
auxiliaty society for Claphawm, a passage occurs which is very suggestive both
in the contrast and in the similarity it indicates to the treatment which the
Bible Society receives in some quarters now. He said: ¢* Another objeciion
to this Society has been urged with much force aud dexterity, and hus had
sonee effect on particular individuals. It is, tlat a Socieyy furmed for the
purpuse of circulating the Scriptures «lone has a tendency to bring the Lit-
nrgy of the Church of England into disvesp:ct. I certainly will not yield to
any man in cordial respect for that Liturgy. I concur entirely with those
who regard it as standing in the very first rank of human compositions. Bat
if 1 could believe, for one moment, that the most extensive circulation of
that Book, which was given by God Himself for the instruction of mankind,
could bring the Liturgy into disrespect, it would not make me less anxious
for the dispersion of the Bible, but it wmight lead me to suspect that my at-
lachment to the Church of England is not so well founded as I believe it to
be. Indeed, if anything could alienate my feelings from that Church, it
would be that the only oppugners of this Institution have been found «mnvng
its members ; that while, in every other part of the world, this Society has
1o sooner been announced, thar it has been received with a sort of enthusia-
stic ardonr; that wkile no members of any other Church, in or out of England,
not even the Roman Catholics,® have raised their voice aguinst it, there
should be found among us, not ignorant or irreligious persons, nut infidels,
not profligate persons, but miuisters of the Gospel, dignitaries of the Church,
Doctors in Divinity, Professors in our Universities, who deem it a proof of
wisdom to place thewselves in battle array against it. But, blessed be God,
we have muny who think very differently, and. who deem it their highest
honour to concur with this Society in promoting the object which it has in
view, the universal circulation of the Word of God.”

Sixty-eight years later, at the annual meeting of the County Auxiliary,

+ The Prutestant opponents of the Society have since got Papal Bulls on th.ir side.




