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Or. the rapids of the Shîannon, near Killaloe, fkw -%estigus re-
main of Kinicora, w'hcre the kings of the Dalcassiaîîs liad their seaus
of powver. 1-ere it wvas, iii the greait hall of the royal fort, tlîat
Mahion and Brian, princes of Northî Munîster, gave deliancu to the
cnvoys fromn Daniisli Limecrick. I-Icre wcre organized the hostinigs
tliat routcd the Danes, wvitli siaugliter, at Sollogliead, dIri' iiîg thiein
fr011] Liiiîerick and I nîscathy. 1-lere 13rian tlîoughit aticd sclhcnîed
and worked for the good of Eire. 1-Icre lie called thi nînster of the
dlans of Connauglit and M-ýuistur, with (iaels froin the -,cst of Scot-
land, and Cliristiaiiz-ed Norscimeti from he ICl of Man, wvhicîî
sw'cpt thue grcat host of the pagan Daîîcs iîîto the sca at Clontari,
on 'tliciîe cmo,:abl Good Friday of the yezar i014.

As, on the day be--fore ( Dtrioniîchadli, son of Brian,
passed south froni wînauiaiWLl a battalion ofte i.î al-
cassians Ioraag traitoro.us Ltinister, -vliiîch hazd lezagued with tUir
Daincs, lic mîust hiave seen far off in the ýMe;tlJi distance. the ahan-
doîîcd fort of the kings of Ireland on Tara. Chicfs of the Fir Bliolg
or Tuatlîa Dé Damianîî races builded that fort :ciituricsý cr%! Chrs-'t
%vas born. Froin out its gateways rode tic lîighi kings and the hosts
of the hligli kiîigs on ulîcir way to foi-ce tlic tribute froin recalcitrant
provinces, or sprcad the terror of th Uicsli niaine tlîrouglîout thic
closc-lying Roinauî duîî;n.ioiîs- of Britain and (.îul. lia mie of its
ivah1s, atter lie l1îad falleiî il] battie againist Leinster) c-laîsnîcîî p]aced

the bo.cly of dlie 1-houh King Llol ie u t ptiizfgi h
fire of diec fairli ini Eire. In lus -%vir-gear lie died, auîd( iî his wvar-
geai' they fr(r linui, hliicted and sworded, stîdgerct iii' hus
walled tomb, facing tLo thoe Southi, froîiting. Leinster, uncingi-
placable eyes tuvned ini dcatl oni tie foc.

Irclaind's lirsi Chîristianî kxuîg was also tie grre.utest of tlîo)sc wh-o
pr-ccedcd Nllcvand l3rian. 1lc xvas Dcriot Mawro l wo
rcîoiicd ini Tara iii thic si\tlî century. Long lx-forc- tliv Éne of

Briauî lie oicic the idea of at stu-oig ceitral goeîuînw'lich

shiould cotîso*daýte the warriiîg dlans as onie nation. it was a nia.g-
îîificcnt. and statcsmai]like idea, anîd lic strove mnufully to carry it
into effcct. But at evcrv tun lus sclîcmcs xverc flîwartcd by tliose
wvluo Sliould haebeeui, lis natural auxilianries. Tlie sub-kings
brookcd e\ccedinglv iii, if ait ai, lus attemnpts to> curtail tlîeîr <exccss
of autliority, whlich cncroatchcd ou the riglîts of flie tentral powver
anid thic laws of thie stnte. Ecclesiaisties also came11 ini colli.sion with
tue luigylu king in bis efforts to, strcng-thcn the n]ationl. I-le rendered a


