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cry earnestly to God to pour out His Spirit upon
His people, to revive [lis work in the earth, to have
mercy upon His weary and distracted flock, to give
in larger measure the spiritual discerniment by which
we sball know Il the deep things of God." Should
this prayer be answered, we shall have the needed
guidance in ail theological study and investigation,
and it will be answered should the faithful in many
lands unile ini truly presenting il. So long as our
thoughts are fixed on man, on human talent and
genius, on great scholarships, or improved methods
of investigation, w.- forget the real source of wisdumn
and power ; and fait to honour IIim without whose
aid we can achieve nothing in the kingdom of
God.

The Holy Spirit can so illuminate our understand-
ing that difficulties which now distract and embar-
rass shahl do so no more; they shail be flnally
solved, or, perhaps, the truth and glorv of the Gos-
pel shaîl' so shine forth that these difficulties shal
almoat vanish from our field of vision. Just as the
individual sinner, profoandly conscious of ignor-
ance, cries to God for light, so should we unile,
beseeching the God of truth 10 guide and direct the
thought which is so largely 3ccupiei with religious
questions. Thus will theological study become
abundantly fruitiol, and will minister to spiritual
lufe and the highest welfare of the bady of Christ.
A firmer faith and a clearer knowledge and a more
joyful activity will appear everywhere.

Let no one drcam that the better estate which we
long for must be due to ««the laws of moral and
intellectual evolution," and that the issue cannot be
bastened. What these laws are we little know, but
we do linow that the Divine Spirit has immediate
access to ail hearts and mmnds, and can teach us
wherever teaching is required. Having no confi-
dence in man's wisdomn let us look only to God, and
cry unto Him as the children of Israel cried unto
the Lord when the Red Sea was before them and
Pharaoh's host behind. Let us ««cesse from man
whose breath is in bis nostrils, for wherein is he to
be accounted for."

Thus, lrusting in God and honouring the Spirit,
whose perpetual leadiership the Saviour has prom.-
ised, we may dismiss alarm respecting the future.
It is indeed sad to see that in many places whcrc an
evangelical, living Protestantism once had posses-
sion we have litîle more than the cold negations of
rationalism, and that in countries where a believing
theology has greater recognition, biblical and doc-
trinal questions and questions of comparative reli-
gion are sometimes handled as no one who has been
61laught by iiim " should ever handle them. OLIr
ingratitude to God for lus great goodness to Protes-
tant Christendom, and our inactivity in sending the
Gospel to the nations, may indeed procure chastise-
ment for us, may bring an obscuration of that light
which wc have so inadtquateiy valued, but should
there come such obscuraion, thank God it will only
be tcmporary, for, according to Lus graciaus pro-
mise, ail ends of the earth shahl see lus salvation,
and Christ shaîl reign over the whole world. The
Spirit, poured out at Pentecost as an earnesî, will
be communicated in stili larger measure, the Church
will be revived and extended, faith will take the
place of faint-hearted unbelief, our theology in al
its departments will be purified and strengthened,
wc shahl cease to hear of con flict between the Bible
and science, and believers of every namne drawing
nearer, as round a common centre, to Him who is
the life and the light, the unity of the truc Church
oi God will be more perfectly manifested than ever
before. Ah this will come through trust in God
an(l increasing prayer for the Spirit's teaching.
The Lord will fulfil Ilis promise-"-lie shaîl
guide you into aIl the truth."

The Courcil having been constituted with praver
by Professor Blaikie, D.D., LL.D., the roll was
called, and routine business disposed of. The yen-
erable Professor of New College, Edinburgh, de-
livered the olening address, in w hich he said that
it was a pleasant thing ta meet in the Dominion of
Canada, where the branches of Presbyterianism
now constituted a happy, united Church. It was
pleasant to meet in the progressive city of Toronto,
which was a Presbyterian centre, and its naine
would henceforth be assocîated ir. the history of
the Alliance with that of others dcies vhere it had
met, as Edinburgh, Philadelphia, Belfast and Lon-
don. He referrtd in fitting and feeling terms to
the prominent members of the Alliance removed
by death since the last meeting of the Council. Hle
happily charactcrized the lufe and work of such
men, Dr. Eugene Bersier and Edmond de Pres-
senFé, of Paris ; Alexander Gavazzi, of Rome ; Dr.
Donald Fras2r and Professor Eimslie, London;
lDr. Whigham, Ireland ; Dr. Alexu-u ter N. Somer-
ville, Glasgow ; Dr. John Cairns, Edinburgh. On
the American side they had toit Dr. Ransomn

look part, the business of the Council was taken up.
Dr. Roberts, American Secretary of the Alliance,
and Dr. Waters, recording secrctary of the Western

Section of the executive commission, were appoint-
cd Clerks of the Council for the present. The ju-
bilce of Rev. Dr. Blaikie's ministry, which felI on
this very day, the 22nd September, was marked by
the Council proffering to him the honourary secre-
taryship of the Alliance, and by the appointment af
Rev. Dr. Mathews and Rev. Dr. J. Marshall
Laing to attend his jubile lo be held at Edinburgh.
Dr. Blaikie made a suitable acknowlcdgment.

Dr. Mathews, General Sccrelary of the Alliance,
in presenting the report on Staîistics. said Ihat sev-
eral tboughts pressed thcmselvcs strongly on his
heart. Tbey wcre meeting to-day, be said, under
circumslances which gave a peculiar character 10 the
gathering. They were reprcsenîing a Church whose
members were scattered ail over the world and were
evcrywherc belping the kingdomn of Christ. It was
a Church that had a historic reputalion for desiring
a cultured ministry. The point which impressed
utsd1 principally on bis mmnd was that they
represented a multitude of humanity wbich they
could not estimate, though they cauld mention
il in figures. They represented the most impressive
idea of unity with which the world had yet been
favoured. Their meeting was one more iar-reach-
ing in ils influence than any of the historic councils
which stand as landmarks in the history of the
Christian Churcb. More so than the counicil at
Nice, at Dort or at Westminster. They represent-
cd a hundred times as great a community as any of
these. They stood with 20,000,000 of men at their
backs, and the words they utcred should be such
as would îouch that vast portion of the race. The
words they would say would go winged la the very
ends of the cartb, and would be borne far beyond
the sea. There was a peculiar solcmnity in the
thoughî. Thcy had flot come together at the edict
of any sovereign. They had no legislative auîhority,
but they had a power behind themn in the influence
they wielded. Thcy had corne together as a col-
lection of committees. There wcre present with
lhem men who could clear up dark questions of
theology, there wcre some who would ligbt up
social questions with the lamp of their knowiedge,
and there were somne from the mission fields who
would kindle in the brcasts of their hearers the
flame of zeal which hurned in their own breasts in
the work of their Master. These things were
cnough 10 make him feed that the meeting was anc
of the most impressive that the Protestant Church
had yet witnessed.

In touching on the statistical report Dr. Mathews
raid that the returns Ibis year were flot sa complete
as he couhd wish. [le referred ta the difficuhty there
was in collecting the returns, as the Alliance had
no power to enlorce the sending of themn upon the
various ministers and Synods. There waç, he said,
an increase in the mcmbership of the Chqrch ta the
exlent Of 250,o0o, and there was also a substantial
increase in the Sahbatb schooh membership. I)r.
Mathews then made some remarks touching the
Reform Churches af the continent. This, he said,
wascomparaîively a new subject for enquiry, and
he had gained much interest in its study. This
subjeccl brought him back ta a cansideration ai the
Presbyterian system of government itsehf. Il was
a system, he said, which educated nien in highest
formss af social as well as Chu rch government. Ics
capacities had heen by no means exhausted. It
had been refcrred ta by some as effete, as of the
sixteenth century, but it showed an adaptability at
ail limes ta every increase of enlightenment. Ils
capacity, as he had said, was by no means exhaust-
ed. It was a systemn which conduced la ndividual
aclivity. It found work for men of every age
and chass la do, a-id, as it was, if foliowed up, îbey
would find their p.-ople kept more chosely together.

The report opens with a grateful acknowhedg-
ment ai Divine guidance, and referrcd ta the ab-
sence of friction among the allicd Churches, and the
many occasions upon which the constituent parts
of the Alliance had been able ta aid and encourage
each other in difficulties. The more notable events
in the history af the Alliance during the past four
years are reierred ta, among others the ecclesiatical
union af the Christian Reformed Church in Holhand,
and the Rtformed Churches ai the Netherlands, the
increased lriendly relations bctween the two Cburch-
es in the United States, and the union of the
Churcb in Brazil, and alto in Japan. Ia tbe inner
ie ai the Church the report notes increased and

sustained spirilu-il vitality in every deparîment.
The staliitical tables appcnded ta the report show
the lollowing figures by Churches, as made up from
the !asî available returns :

Territorial pastoal
Divisions. Charges.

Furopean cantt.- 5,289
United Kingdrn. 5,149
Asia........6o
Atrica ............. 0

North Amerîca. ... -(1,92,
South America.... 52
W~est Indies-... 39
Austrilia .......... 463
New Zealand ... 194
Melanesia ........ .....

Grand toiaIs. .. 23,487

Minis. Comimuai- Sab'th S'I
lers. cants. Attend'ce.

5,602
4,642
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12,782
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41
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'66
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105,372
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3,425
i0,869
3Q.590
191149

4,092,965

353,676
9()5,754

51115
i 8,6oo

1,556,Q85

5,2 10

55,685
29,7!0O

31020,765

Rev. Dr. Chambers, ai* New York, braughî in a
resolution, whi ch read :<" Resohvcd, That il be
referrtd ta the Business Cammiîîec ta cansider the
propriely ai constituting a third Section af the Exe-
cutive Commission, ta be cîihed the Sauthern Sec-
lion, and la consist ai the members fromn Ausîraiia
and the South Pacific." The motian was csrried.
Rev. James Kerr, D.D., ai Glasgow, gave notice ai
the fllowing resoution : «"This Council declares
ils admiration ai the recent action ai the United
States Congress in deciding in favour of the sbuîîing
ai the gales ai the Columbian Exposition on the
Lord's- Day, expresses tbe hope Ibal there shaîl be
no reversai ai Ibis action, and, as an Association
holding the consensus af the Rciormed Churches,
specialiy rejaices in Ibis decision as il illusîrates the
great Scriptural doctrine ai the binding obligation
of the Sahbaîh on ali peoples and prepares the way
for oîher public action and reiorms wbich wouhd re-
cognize the suprcmacy ai the Lord Jesus Christ aver
the nations and promate the civil and religious
prosperity ai ahi communities."

Professor Lindsay, Glasgow, read a very able and
thoughtfl paper on " The Protestant Reformation ;
ils spiritual character and its fruits in the individual

ile." Aller dcscribing the various aspects of the
Reformation, the movement ilselI, he said, was
was a revival of religion, anc af the many fulfil-
menîs of the praouise ai the ouI pouring of the spirit
af God upon Ilis waiting Church. "«bat gave il ils
wonderlul influence over the lives (o1 men and
women was the ovcrmastcring desire shown in il la
gel nearer ta God. Folhowine Ibis the speaker
gave briel sketches of Luther, Zwingli and Calvin
in their relation ta the Relormatjon. On Calvin be
dwelt at same considerable ength and quoied the
summing up af bis character by Ernest Renan,
" lacking that deep, sympaîhcîic ardo-ir whch was
one ai the secrets af Luther's success, Calvin suc-
ceeded in an age and in a country which called for
a reaction towards Christianity simphy because he
was the most Christian min of bis generatian."
The Reformation, the speaker continue], did not
bring ta hîght many truths which werc absolutely
unknown in the mediSval Church. The spiritual
ile ai the medireval Christian was fcd on the same

divine thaughîs whicb arc the baisis ai the Reforma.
tian theology. When the mediievah Christian
wcnt down an bis knees in prayer, stood la sing
bis Redeemner's praises, spoke as a dyiag man la
dying men, the words and îboughts Ibat camne
were whaî Zwingli and Luther and Calvin wrote in
Reformation creeds and cxpounded in volumes ai
Reformitior. îbeology. The Reformation was such
a spiritual movement and produced such spiritual
resuits that the level afitis ardinary theoia.!ical
îbinking and teaching reached a height anly at-
laine(l in the bighest wards ai devotion in the
mne(hoeval Churcb. The Reformation revival, the
speaker said, came in answer ta earnest, constUain-
ed prayer. La th2 Rhine land, in Wurtcmburg, in
the Black Forest, in the norh belt of Swilz!riand,
were the real ref-xmers before the Relormation,
men an! women wbo met for quiet worship and
wbo formaliy united in prayer for Pentecostal bhess-
ing. They were cahhed in the limes immediately
belore tbe Relormalson the Old Ev ngelicahs.
Their immediate descendants were the dcspised and
slandered Anabaptists. They pleadcd for a Fre
Church in a free S-ate, and repudiale 1 botb Ste
support and State c ntrh) ; and above alil hey
insisted thal the realin ai c nscîence was inviolable
and that no man should suffer c«vii paini or
penalties for bis beliels. S ) bey were flot inciud-
ed aulwardlv in the Reformecl Churches which
sprang out ai the very revival they had praye 1 f>r
so carnesîly and so long. Il But," the s,eaker
concluded, II we have only u-) look sround and
mark bow aur Baptist brethien, tbeir lineal descend-
ants, bave spre-id and praspered ti) see bow G )d bas
blessed these 01J Evangelicals, ta whase prayers
île sent abondant blessing when HIe gave Tuis
Church the Penîecost ai the Reformatian."

Remarks an the piper wcre m-ide I)v Dr. Talbot
Chambers, Dr. Apple and Dr. John Hall.

krt..v. Professor Il. Bavinck, D D., ai Ksmpen,
IIolhand, in the afternoon read the first piper. lak-
ing as bis subject the influence of the P'rotestant
Relorm.ition on the mo)ral and religious condition
ai comotunilies and nations. The paper wai
listcned la with maczh attention an 1 interest. [le
bespoke furbearance since it was bis first atcnupt
at addressing an aulience in E iglish. It miy he
rcmarked that bis mastery o)f the Anglo-Sax )n
speech is very slriking. le said the influence ai
the Lutheran Reformation came bebind the Cal-
vinistic in ils intluence on the nations. Tac Ger-
man Recformation, tbough at first just as radical as
the Swiss, was earhy dulhed inta conscrvatism.
Luther, frigbtcned by the ra'hicaiisns af tbe Ana-
baptists, resîrictcd the working aI the reform prin-
ciphe la the reahm; ai reigious ie, an] heit every-
thing else mach as il was. The Lutheran was,
therciare, onhy a relormation ai the religion.
Luther makes the worldly fre irom the ecclesias-
tical, but he alows ilta stand side by side with the
spiritual, as if the external were an indifferent
malter, and incapable ai general and moral rene.vah.
In a direct way, therelore, the influence ai the
Lutheran ReforMation was onhy appreciable in rcli-
gicus ile and in pure doctrine. The religia-cîhical
influence of the Reformation was inost powerfuliy
and pureiy observable amoog the Calvinistic
nations. The Swiss Reformation was radical and
total. In principhe il wenl deeper down, an]
therefore ils praztical compass was greater. Cal-
vinismn had no peace before it had touod the
eternai in and b)ehind the temporal. Cahvinism
was the onhy consistent theohogical vicw ai the
warhd and ai humanity. In Calvin's system ail de-
pended nol an any crealure, but anly on Gad Ah-
mighty. The sovereignty of God stood foremnost.
This was the staiting pa)int and the ruling ides.

Itwas truc thal Calviniism by ils strict preachingai

the awakening ai science, ait, commercial enter-
prise, as shown hy the advent ai the prinîing press,
the circumnavigation ai the globe, the discovery ai
America by Columbus, and many ather bistorical
events. In the midsl of Ibis greal crsaifProgress,

since namcd the renaissance, the birth ai the Re-
formation occurred, and the gloriaus advance hb
gone an ever since in cvery country which bas ac-
cepted the principles of that Reforrmation. It nad
been said Ibat the Reformation grew ouI ai the re-
vival ai learning, but Ibis was anhy truc in the same
sense Ibal il is truc that the cultivation ai the
graund produces the crop. The crop wauhd anly
grow lrom the proper seed, and sa the Relarmation
grcw from the Word ai God, and nal irom the re-
vival af learning. In support aI tbe positian that
the subsequent progress ai tbe peophes ran parallel
la tbe anwaïd march of Reformation principles, the
speaker drew a comparisan betwecn Italy, Spain
and Ireland on the anc hand an]h Germany, Eng-
land and Scoîland an the ather. Ile showed haw
before the Reformatian Itahy was the mast eniigbt-
ened and big!hly civilized nation in Europe, but
since sbe reius-d ta accept the revival she bas
steadily gone back. Sa with Spain, bath before
and since. By contrast, Dr. Leitch no!ei bow the
inîcîhectual progress af Enghand and Germany had
stcadiiy gone forward since the date ai their emhrac-
ing Pratestantism. Camparing Ireland anîl Scot-
land, pcaphed by the same Celîic race, tbe same
remarkable cantrast was sbown. By siatisîics
taicen lrom the hatest returfis, the paper showed the
tremendous difference in the educational condition
ai the caunîries under consideration fram eigbly-lwo
per cent. ai illiterates in Spain and Portugal la
about îwo per cent. in Germanv. Whihe flot de-
finiîehy claiming that ail Ibis difference was 'lue la
the Reformalion, the speaker desired bis auditars
la draw Ibeir awn conclusions lrom these mcst sig-
nificant figures and facts. The presumption ai a
connection, however, he dedueted from the lacts
Ibat the very essence ai Prateslantism as distinguish-
cd lram Roman Catbolicism is Ihat the individual
comes int personal communion with God ; Pro-
teslantism gives the Biý le ta the people in their
own longue, and encourages tbem ta rcad and un-
derstand il ; and Praleslantism secures liberty ai
lhaught. Ail tbese make progress and enlighîen-
ment, and must Iberefare ever lead toward the in-
teltctush and mîterial arvancement ai a people, as
wehl as tbeir spiritual impravement.

Praiessor lhenry M, Baird, D.D., LL.D., ai the
University ai New Yark, in bis piper an the in-
fluence af tbe Protestant Refarmatian an pahitical
and civil institutions, said that two forcý!s ai mad-
ern civiFzatian bsd wraught energetically in the
sixleentb century, wbich, tbaugb occasioaîty mis-
laken for cach other, were realiy distinct in char-
acter and in ultimate efftcts. Bath the Reforma.
lion and tbe renaissance containcd i prolest
againsl the pist, but the former desît primariiy
witb moral and religiaus truih, the latter with lit-
erature and art, poetry and aralary, with paintirng
and sculpture. Baib movements were in their way
admirable, but il was the Refarmation which cre-
atcd the men o strang moral fibre, %ho bad made
the Europe and Amtrici ai la-day, Tbe renais-
sance incuhcîte-d no lesson ai sehi-deniai, and boast-
ed no moral beroes. XVc stood in admiration he-
fore the schohariy cru iitian ai an Erasmus ; wc are
entranced by the genius ai a Raphiel ; but none ai
these were enlhrancd in the first place in aur affec-
lions and revdrence. The renaissance ofiered no

picture the counterpart ai the appearance ai Luther

" tht gratest moment in the modern hisîory ai
man." la relerence ta the Refarmation, il was
pre-eminer.îly truc that the idea ai the universai
priesîbood ai min had worked untohd hlessings in
politicai institutions. There was ittie ai Ihat which
distinguished our modern civilizatian with ils con-
stanîiy-increasing liberty and ils iorms ai govcrn-
ment wbicb was nol due, directly or indirectly. la
the îeachings af the rcia mers. The Reformatian
bad descrved welh af the worhd in the domain ai
political institutions by rendcring for ever unab-
lainable the papal dream ai s universai tbeocracy.
There was, previaus. la that event, scarccly a
country ai Christendom whase national dig'îiîy bad
nol been assailel, nringed. lrampled under foot
by tbe l>aoacy. The medioeval dlaim ai the Ro-
man pantiffs became an absuret fancy the manment
il wîs denaunced by Luthber and Mehancîhan, by
Fuiel anîd Calvin. Bath Luîbeîan and Calvinistic
nations bad canstsntly denied the assomption ai
superioriîy by tbe papacy. [n Ibis regard the Ref-
ormation bsd greathy benefiîed the nations wbere-
in ils adberents hal been in the minarity. The
Protestant :1eformition, 10(1, bad thwarîed every
atlempt at cstablisbing a worhd monarchy under a
seculîr prince. Il bad fastered a true national
consciausness. In Pratesîanîism, tht ancierit fia-
lion Ihat min exists for tbe brnefit ai the commnu-
nîty or ruler, was supplanited by the apprehensian
that Governmcnîs were for the advanîage i the
individual. That whicb es cntiaihy diýýtin&uished
Cahvinism was ils spirit ai nationahity, in tbat il

Principal Flulton aithe United Preshylerian Theo-
logicai College, Ehlinburgh, presidcd il the morfl
ing session ai the Council an .Friday. A vote Oi
thanks wss unanimously tendered Dr. Caven for bis
able and appropriate sermon on the opening day,
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