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SELF CULTURE,
DY J. A. LAMUK
Read befaro N, W, Rrown's Arbor Day entertaloment,
May 24, 1850, at Forest City, N, B,

« # & # | lavo chosen for my themo to-day,
** 8clf Culture”

Remember littlo is galned by coming to this placo
at this time, or from day to day, as pupils, and hav-
Ing the mind wrought upon by any tcacker, unless
wo aro roused to act upon ounsclves, and make swhat
wo hear part and parcel of oursolves

1 alept and dreamed that life was beauty,
And woko and found ibat }ife was duty. 4

8elf culturc is 1o dream, but something possible.
You must belicve this, clso all the teachers may talk,
Ahe public speakers may declabm, avd you will lsten
with but small profit.

Two powera each ono of you possess that makes
it possiblo to educate yoursclves—self-scarching and
slt-forming power. By self-searching, or looking
within, wo find out what tho mind is capable of
Lesring, whether it Lo saQfcring or joy—that i3, wo
can, by this power of ours, not only know what we
aR,.but what we maybecome, and this is the power
that malely distioguishes us from the brute.

Yet astill higher power!isin the grasp of cach
of us—the power of acting upon and formfag our
sclves—and we, because of this power, become ro-
sponsible belags, andbecause of it (it doesn't matter
what or where we aro now), with this power wo can
conquer a better lot, and if we have advanced but
lttle bo cven the bappicr becausy of starting from
s0 low a round in tho ladder. )

It i3 an casy task, theo, to wufuld tho fdea of selt
culturc to boys and girly, mca and women, baving
the intelligenco of those before me  To cultivate
anything, be it plant, animal or mind, is to make it
grow, and nothing can be cultured except it have
1ite, Le, then, who docs what e can to unfold his
powers, and especially thio nobler ones, practises
self cultuze.

In unfolding my subject 1 shall deal with It, fiest,

fn its moral aspect.  When we study ourselves, of
120k within, wo findtwo principles, ordersof activn,
~sappetito and passion on the ono baad, t¢nding to
scliishness, and on tho other a principle, having
rezard to the rights of others, and this voice or ptiu-
ciplo must Lo ovbeyed, cost what it may. Is this
slatement too strong? Dare onc of you deny that
thero springs up within you this voice, this Idea of
Justice, in opposition to sclfishness, whenever placed
in circumstances to call it forth?  Thero are but ferw,
if any, here too young to know the meaning of this
idea. You may notcall it by tho same name; ooe
may call it rcason, another consclence, &nd a third
the moral scnse, nevermind tke name, bear o mind
it I8 a real faculty In cach oune of us, and my young
friends, and my older fricnds, do not fail to cultivate
it beyond, make it grow, for on the growth of
this depends all otkers.

Thiok you passion is stropger than the monl
scnso? Truly it may speak louder, but its voico is
widely differcat from the tone of authority used by
reason, and cven when the Lad triumphe, as it
oftentimes does, still are you rebuked by this moral
principle, and I would have yoa see clearly these
two great faculties, tho sclfish and uoselish, De
press selfighness, keep it down, stant its growth,
but expaud aed culture in every way, -¢ven to the
cathronement of this idea, of a scnss of duty within
us. Aud doa't forget that most of our studics arc
limited—cnd at some stated polnt—to this theroisno
limit,

We will ncxt pass to the consndcmuon of the In
tellectual feculty. None of you are in daoger of
forgetting this, far "tis by the mind that %o gain
much of io success Inlife.  And wo hicar you speak
of » msn's improving himself; the.thought upper
most in your mind is,—ko is studying to geln know-
ledgo; that we look upon it s solely tralning tho
mind; 80 we build sckool-houses and colleges for
this purpose, often drowningout moral principlo by
f1s cxclusion.

No ono vencrates moro thau I the Intellect. DBut
it should nover bo lifted abovo meral principle.
And T thlnk you will agreo with mo when I say tliat
reading and study arc not coough to. mako perfect
our power of thoughit. Wby Is it not enough? do
you ask. Beeauso {n order to tho full dovelopment
of my natury, aud tho making my nature perfeet, ls
tho primo rcason for my cxistenco: 1 must follow
truth, let It Icad mo whero it will, no matter how it
bears on myscll. It Is for lack of this that soma
men of great minds hold to great errors 1 .d teach
them, and sock even to throw down tho principles
of virtuo and hope. And with this dislutérested
faculty, meu of moderato powers have como up to
greatness of thouglit; and many of you, no doult,
bave notlced that sumo of ourmost successfulteach-
ors owe that success not so much to natural groat-
ncss as to their adhierenco to truth, their readiness
to live and dio fortruth. Education, then, may, and
in many cases does, hecome 8 power without moral
priaciple to gulde it. Perhaps I can best bavo you
understand thistruth by fllursration: Ihavo watched
with much interest the Lullding of our new steam.
boat, taken notice of tho work on hull, the boiler,
tt cngloe, the new method of propursion. Aud I
f+d tho old well-kenwn power In steam, when con-
fined fn the boiler, yet this is simply force without
a gulding band, the pipes carrying this force to the
engine, there to perform its important work. Thus
is it with cducation withoat mora! principle, a blind
force, as likely to do fojury as good. Most of us
arc apt to thiok that cducation consists in getting
information, in adding one pivce of knowledgo to
agotler, and tho sum of it all is cducation. Now,
important as thig is, it is far from being all.  What
wo wish is aot s0 much an accumulation of facts,
as a power to tura these upon the. actual dife of man,
ia other words, the foree to dive beneath effects two
causcs. Each of you must have notlced in men
around you, and even hereamong your school-mates,
two classes of minds, one busy with iho detalls,
looking at and after all the little things and aflairs,
and being satisfied with this; another using these
facts as stepping stoncsto broaderand higher truths
All men for ages bad scen wood, stone snd metals
£all to theground. Newton, standing on these facts,
gave us a law, controlliug ali outward creation.
You frequently bicar one talking of particular acts
of a ncighbor, anotier will look beyond the act to
the principle prompiing the act, and thus guts a
larger view of humanity.

I might go on and speak of this self.culture as
regards tho religious faculty, which Is.teally an in-
born quality fa humanity, of which cvefy one must
acknowlodge tho truth.  To sound the -depth and
Ureadth and beighit of this would requiro moro time
than is allowed me here, and & more filting oppor
tunity than this, whick may oncday be my privilege.
I might dwell oa the s¢se of beauty, and strive to
awske you to its wonders. I might call your attean-
tion to the cultivation of the faculty of utterance,

and ask you to cultivato this as belng one of the.

cssentials to a perfecting of yoursclf ; and I will say,

that the ncglect of cuitivating this power of

utterance ofttimes makes men and women of docp
and weighty thought appear as eiphers, for lack of
the power to toll it in fitiiog laoguage, for all will
scknowledge that wo can underatand oursclves bet-
ter and thought will grow clearer, beezuss of trying
to make others uaderstand i, and wo find {oall
schools the study of grammar and languago pursucd.

You se from all T have safd that I do not look on.

man as a machioe to be kept going by outside fn-
fluenco, do a curtaln amount of labor, and g0 thmugh
a certein round of “motions then fall to ploces at
death, but as an fmmortal being; and hence all iruc
culnre is immortal. Mfayhap some of my hearers
thiok that it is no usc to cducats beyond the amount
roquired for the work you proposc-to do in life.
Now I tbink, and would have you think the sami
that you should be educated bécanso you are mon
and women—boys and gitls,—and not becauss yen
aro going to mako Icather from hides, scll gooda, or
drive a team ; and thls very culturo that T am advo-
cating would enablo you to- tan intelligently, soll
goods honestly, sud drivo a team carcfally.

I bave now shown you as clearly asI may inso
sbort a timo what I mean by culture. Now you would
liko to know the micans by which to atfaln it Tho
first I would namo is 8 firm, umnlsuknblo bollef in
its possibility. Second, -expesience undoboemﬂon.
Good books read and digested , nowspapers, mags.
zinos, and other, publications sagaciously sclected,
thesclatter belng biclps to observation and experionce.
Controlling oppetite, aud especlally let mo urge
in this conaection tho abstinenco from uso of spirit-
uous liquors. Intercourse with superior miluds,
both In tho commuaity in which you livo and wiso
selectlon of books. Otlier means-for culture. I
might name, but I trust that these will suggest to
your mind maoy others. Let mo in conclusion say,
you aro not mads what you are, simply to toll, eat,
drink, and sleep. You have many deficlencles to
remedy, and your usefulness lies fu the talihfil
education of yoursclves, and thus make yourselvu
worthy the free fnstitutions and Provin¢2 in which
you live,

HOW AND WHAT TO-READ.

““Tho art of right reading,” says Mr. Frederick
Hasrison, *“is as long and difiicult as the art of
right living., It nceds a strong character and a reso-
luto system of reading to keep tho hoad cool in the
storm of literaturs around us.”

Much bas been written of lato concerning the bost
books to read,  ** The delugo of advico fn this mat-
ter,” says the Westminster RBevicw for July, * began
in November last by Lord 1ddlesleigh's duultary
courso  deliscred at tho Edinburgh University.”

But Sir Joho Lubbock's list of ** The Best Hun.
dred Books,” publislied in the Conwnporary Reviaa
for December, bas attracted the most attention, and
called forth the ereatest amouat of criticlsm.

Tho editor of the Palt Mali Guzelle, desirous of ob-
talning other opinions on the subject, su'.mitted 8ir
Jolhia Lubbock's iist to diff men whose Ideasho
considered valuable. The result Is very interesting,
and the ‘“ great difference of opinion as to the best
books was surprising, cven to Sir Joha himself.”
Bomo' of the Lest authorities excludo many- books
conlained in Sir John's list;.and of the nino other.
lisis scat to tuo Pull Mall Gazette there 18 wot one
which occurs on ovcry list. This difference of
oplnion among od plc, would lcave.us t»
agroe with tha oonclusxou of ProfessorJ. & Blacklo
48 quotad by the Westmini.er: ** No man, it appears
to me,” says Professor Blackie, * can teil another
whathe oughtto read. A man’s reading.to-bo of
any salua must depeod on his powerof a.sslm!lauon.
aod that agafu depeods on bis teniencles, hls enpa
citics, his surroundings and his opportunities.” °

Jr. Ruskin, who hurls anathemas agalost soveral
of tho generally accepted autbors, yet makes the
wite remark that ho is consternated at ““the idea

that any wcll condacted mortal lifo could find leis

ure enough €0 resd one hundred books.”

It s well, no doubt, to bavo the best thinkers of
the world polat out for the new generation what are
really (ho best bouks of all litkrateurs, but.tho great
divergenco of opinloa goes to- prove that the vast
ficld of literature contains ~&hat is yaluabla for cach
indivldunl and thatcach will chousowhat hunnuxnl
tastes and tho qua]il.y of his edueauon fit hlm ta
assimilite.  Avd dndlvidushsm shzuld be eacour:
aged in this as in all other dcpanmcnls oflife. Tho
alm of ednwlion should beto put the growing mlnd»
in full possession of what powers it- msy poasm
with as wide libert§ of cholcs $a all- u:lnga 88 pos-
sible. The question with ¢s ull° shouid be rather
how toread than what to read: Almoat any bcok
of merit resd In an attentive’and giudicus- manter
will stimulate thogglt fn tho rudcr. whlcmb the
best result of all reading.  And once (hE ARG tYof
thinking for-ono’s self, oven when reading tho
houghts of another, s reslly formod, it.almost
naturally follows that the quality of thoresding will
lmptove and tho reader will luevitably find. that, he
hay uneonsclously acquired a taste and lnc)lnatlon
for tho bost buoks without tho stimulus of lists .sup-
plled by others.



