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Notwithstanding the predilection we may nuturally be
supposed to entertain regarding those measures which a
considerable number of us have seen our duty to adopt, it
would La absurd and going in the fuce of historical evi-
dence to give all the creait of discovering the evils of distil-
lation, an 1 the demoralizing cffects of ardent spirits, to Tem-
perance Socictics.

We have remarked in a former part of this Lecture that
searcely had the sti been i d, when drunk pre-
vailed to suct an extent, that the legislature interfered to
check the growing evil, It is alsu a fact which can be
proved from satisfuctory evidence, that in the year 1766,
when owing to the deficiency of the harvest in Scotland, a
_eneral apprehension was entertained of a famine, among
other means to enable the nation to meet the approaching
ovil, the legislature again interfered, and stopped the dis-
tillation of spirits from grain, they cven went farther, and
ordered the grain which was stored up in the granaries of
the distillers, to be retailed out to supply the necessities of
the people.

Among those who entertained the opinion that distillation
should be put down altogether by the strong arm of the
1aw, was the talented and illustrious statesman, Mr. Pitt,
who in a specch delives.d in the House of Commons in the
year 1797, on the agitated and ezciting question of the
Sentch distilleries observed—¢¢ That the measure before the
Jouse for augmenting the duties on distillation, was only
eant as a temporary measure of experiment, and that the
ties of all the distiliaries of Scotland must be made much
her than they were at the time, or otherwise that the
Il must be stopt altogether, inasmuch as the state of that
t of the country, and the regard that ought to be paid
ublic morals as twell as to the health of the peovle, re-
ed that there should be a great increase in the price of
its, That the quesdon no doubt was a question of
ce, but that the prospects of a revenue from ardent
fits must be given up, and distillation stopped altogether,
e consumption of spirits could not be diminished, for
excesses to which the immoderate use of them gave rise
enormous, and called loudly for a remedy.” -

[To be contitued.]

$AIRGTON, Jax. 8--A ‘Temperance Meeting of
uryal interest was lield last evening, at which ‘I'homas
Mdail, M. C. lrom Kentucky, took the total abstinence
pleg  Mr M. gave the reasons which induced him to
'j"i"\g Saciety. On Thursday he had been in company,
and Yulged pretty ireely. Coming to the House on
Fridavening, he found himself nervously affected, to
an exy that alarmed hiwm, ard this sensation was ac-
€ompPid by a thizst for drink.  Almost terrified at the
ex"'f‘“&his passion, he solemnly and deliberately made
up his 14 1o place himself as far as he vould, beyond
templaty - To this end he resolved to coufess his sin
before m anq to unite with the Temperance Suciety,
A meelity,g eld fast evening, and Mr Marshall volua~
tarily put name 10 the pledge of the Society.

His conion upan this oceasion, scems to have bern
thrillingly vuent and effective. His rensons, he said,
for joining ‘§ocie(y wero; that the hand of the tempter
was 100 §lW0ynon him, and he felt unable to resist the

W
Temperance Socioty, and spuke fur the firat time in be.
hnlf of the cause of temnperance. 1o had como to make a
public conlession.  As lar ay memary had sesved bim he
iad never committed any gross offunce, except when utie
der the influence of liquar, e had pow put g name 10
the pledge, and he felt that to violate 1t, would be a disv”
grace upon that name forever,

All who were present spoke of the scene and of his
specch as one of surpassing interest. I'wenty. four hours
since, his case was regarded as n hopeless one. ¢ When
I sat down,” says he, *“ to put my name to the pledge, 1
felt almost uverpuvered, but no sooner had 1 signed my
name than my heart was hight and my step firm.

‘I'empERANCE.~The swund has gone nbroad over the
face ¢f the earth, that to be free, mankind must be teme
perate. The butile heretofore has been mnde the Archie
median lever in the hands of political demegogues to hutl
from their foundations, well orgunized governments lound-
ed upon reason and legitimate rights ; but now upon
every breeze is waited the glorious tidings of relorm
Human reason again resumes her exalted seat, and sways
witl: influence irresistible, the destinics of nations,  Man,
guided by godlike reasom, aspiresto impravement, nmoral
and intellectual — [American paper. |

Porutar Ervcation—Fatnen Marnew.—We have
contended incessantly, in this journal and elsewhere, that
teetotalism, among the other benefits which it would cone
fer uzpon the community, would undeubtedly effec: what
Mechanics' Institutes and popular !ecturers had lony at-
tempted—.hat it would create a dusire for information and
self-culiure, and a taste for social improvement among
the warking clusses. ‘Fhat there has been nbundun‘
evidence of the soundness of this opinion, in the (orma..
tion of teetotal Lhraries and reading Societies in various
parts ol this province, our readers already know, ond they
lznow, also, that Father Mathew has, upon more than one
occasion, capressed himsell favourable to the joint difiu.
sion of teetotalism and popular education : but we have
the satisfaction of aunouncing that, during his recent
visit to Moira, he marked lus approval of the principle fo,
which we contended in the most practical manner.—Bel«
fast Vindicator,

Dr. Greew, President of the Vermont Academy of Mes
citine, at a late Temperance meoting, related the follow-
ing circumstance. In a village of New England, where
he was some years since seitled, he had seen the lamen«
1able and dangerous effceis of the old drinking customs
among physicians. lle was one of a club of ten or fifteen
of various professions, who used to meet every few weeks
for convivial purpnses, wine being the beverage generally
used. Ile svon found the tendency of such habits, and
determined to brenk them off, warning his companiuns,
alsu, at the same time, of their danger. Abeut seven of
thern tutned a deaf ear tc his expustulations, and laughed
at the idca of becoming intemperate; but five of those
seven ara now filling the diunkard's grave ; by the bed.
sides of three of whom he had stood and closed their

“monster.  Higog for the first time . his life, in a

eyos,amid the horrors of delirium tremens.



