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the Tomple:  T'he Wall of the City : 4. Modern
T'ower, &c.:—

+ Probabhly there are no cities now existing more
ancient thau Jarusalom ; aud cortanly thore 1s not
one whero so many nuraclos have hoen wrought,
and which will * sar a more impertant intorest in
the anuals of ctornity. Itis supposed to be the
samo city, of which Molchisedec was the King: for
he was the king of Salen, as wellas tho priust ofthe
most High God. Afterit was conquercd by king
David, it beeame the seat of the royal residonce;
and there Solumon built the Temple of Gad. Aftor
the death and resurrcction of our Lord, Jerusalom
was tho place from whence the Gospel was carried
forth, tothe various parts of the world. About for-
ty years aftor the death of Christ, the city was ta-
kea by the Romaus, the walls were lovelled with
the ground, the magaificent temple was burned to
ashes, and the c‘ny?aid waste; and in that ruinous
condition it remained for many yoars, il it was
partly rehuilt by Heleaa, the mother of Constantine
the fist Christian Romap Emperer. From that
psriod it passed into the power of varicus conque-
rors, till, in the year 1217, it fell into the haunds of
the Turks, who retain the possession of itto the
presént day.

The description given of the city, by Chateau-
brisud, is axceedivgly striking :—

w ) ,seen from the Mount of Olives, on the
otber side of the valley of Jobocbl‘rhlt; Jerusalem
pressuts an enclosed place, descen ing from west to
east. Anombattled wall, fertified with towers and
8 Gothic Castle, encompieses the cig all around ;
exacluding, howerer, part of Mount Zion, which it
formerly inclosed. In the western quarter, andn
the sentrs of the city, the houses stand very close;
bat in the sastorn part, along the brook r{(odron.
you perceive vacant spaces, among which is that
which surrounds the Mosque, erected where the
Temple of Solomon formerly stood.

. Euter the city, you less yourself among narrew
wapaved stroets, here going up hill, there down, from
the inequality of the ground, and you walk among
clouds of dust, orloose stones,. Canvass stretched
{rom house 10 house increases the gloom of this
labyristh.. Basars,: roofed over, and fraught with
infestion, completaly exclude the light from the de-
solate eity. A few paltry shops expoes nothing hut
wre! noss to view, and even those are irequent.
ly shut, from apprebeusion of the passage of a Cadi.

ot a eroature is to be seen in the streets, not a
creature at the gates, except now and then a pea-
sant glidiag through the gloom, concealing under
his garments the fruits of his labour, Jest ho should
be robbed of his hard sainings hy the rapacious
soldier. The only noise bunj from time to time in
the city, {s the gullopini:: the stead of the desert:
it is the Janissary who brings the head of the Be-
donia, or who returns from plundering the unbappy
Fellah. Among the ruins of Jerusalem, two classes
of iadependent people find in their religion sufficient
fortitude to enable them to surmount sach compli-
cated horrors and wretchdness—[Monks and Jews :
Of the latter he adds,]~-

They are cut off from the rest of the inbabitants
of this city. The particular ohjects of every species
of degradation, thesa people bow their beads without
murmuriag ; they endure every kind of insult with-
eut demaading justice ; they fink heneath repeated
blows without sighing; if their head be required,
they present it to the ecimitar. Oa the death of
any member of this procribed community, bis com-
panion goes at night, and inters him by stealth in
the valley of Johoshapbat, in the shadow of . :lo-
mon's Temple. Enter the abodes of thesc priopie,
you will find them, amid the most abject w.atched-
ness, instructing their children to read a mysterious
back, which they in their turn will teach their offs-
priogsto read. What they did five thousand years
ago. these people still eontinue to do.  Seventeen
times have they witnessed the destruction of Jerusa-
sem, yct nothiug can discourage them, nothing can
g{ovent them from turning their faces towards Sion.

0 seo the Jews scattered over the whole world,
according to tho word of God, must doubtless excite
surprise.  But, to be struck with supernatural as-
tonishment, you must view them at Jerusalem ; you
must bekold theso rightful masters of Judea lviog
as slaves and strangers in their own country; you
must behold them expecting, under all oppressions.
aking who isto deliver them. Crushed by the
Cross that condemasthem, skulking near the 1'em-

plo, of which aot one stone is loft upon another, thoy
continue in their deplorable infatuation. 'he Per-
sians, tho Greeks, tho Romaus, are swept {rom tho!
earth ; and a petty tribe, whoso origin preceded that|
of those great nations, stull exists unmuxed amoong
the ruins of 1ts native land.

In its prosont state tho city is but small, being a-
bout ono mile in length, and half a milo i breadth ;
and the pupulation about twenty thousand : So low
is that city fallen, which was onco tho glory of thet
whols earth!”

How different is Mount Zion now, from what it
was when David sung : Beautiful for situation, the
Joy of the thole earth is Mount Zion! Wo walk
about hor. but louk in vain fur her towers and bul-
warks. God has forsaken the beloved cily. azd all
hor glory 1sdeparted.  She sits like a widow~—she
weepeth sore wn the night, and her tears are on her
cheeks.—1Ilow is the go%d become dim, an.! the most
fine gold ckanged !—Houwe hath the Lord covered the

daughter of Ziion witha cloud in hisanger !
AR

SUBJECT OI MISSIONS.
Mr. Eptror,—

To behold the triumphant conquests of our Ado-
rable Redeemer cver the powers of darksess, pre-
judico and_infidelity. is ane of the wost desirable
sights that can poaibly engage the attention of man.

Every succeeding year preseats to our view sufti-
cient matter for congratulation, and great encou-
ragement. God, is evideatly at work—making bare
his mighty arm among the people; and the inhubi-
tants of the oarth are learning righteonsness.

Thas injurious persecuting spirit which has too
long existed in christian lends is certainly giving
way, and the time appears to be rapidly hastening
when all shali be

' Of one heart aad soul,
And only love possess the whole.!”

‘The noble army of our blessed Emanuel is daily
increasing, in numbers, influsnce, and philapthropy ;
and through the instromentality of the prayers, the
holy zeal, and the examples of the pious, may we
oot reasonably expect that tho day is not far distant,
when Christ will have the Heathen for bis inheri-
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his
possession.

The Spirit of the Lord is vizibly preparing the
way for tho universal spread of the Gospel; urgent|
appeals are made to every professing Christiau, frum
the four quarters of the waerld; to reoder them that
assistance which justice itself might claim.

And thanks be to God, the Methodists (s well as
mauy other denominations) fgel it to be their incis-
ponsible duty, and their high privilege to use the ut-
most of their ability to satis(ly the numerous power-
ful, and aflecting solicitations that are increasiugly
broaght before them.

With a sincere desire to aid this glorious ohject
of Missiopary enterprise, the Anoiversary of the
Wesleyan Branch Society was held in the new Cha-
pel, Sheffield, on the 10th inst. In connexion with
this meeting, the Rev. J. B. St-ong preached a well
digested and appropriate dlscourse, to a large and
attentive congregation, from 24 Thes. iii. chap. Ist
verso ; after which, sevoral suitable and interesting
spceches were delivered.

The amountcollected, together with subseriptions
obtained previous to, and since the meeting, in aid
of the Mission funds, is about £42.

. E
For the Religious and Literary Journal,
Mgr. EpiTosn, .

"a the * Royal Gazette” of the 3d instant, there
is contained the pleasing intelligence of a Tempe-
rapce Society lately formed at the seat of Govern-
ment. These Socioties as they exist in the Amori-
can States, I bave beon aceustomed to consider as
highly beneficial to the causo of morality ; aud from

a personsl acquaintance with some well informed

persons who have witnessed their cffects in that
Country, I am well assured that they havo in many
iustances prepured tho way for the reception of vital
icligion. Of course I havo hailed with pleasure
their wntroduction into these Provinces, and was not
a littlo surprised to find that the Editor of the Royal
Gazetto is upon principle as well as upon other
grounds opposed to them. I have read with much
atteation lis remarks upon tho subject, but they
have failed to convince me, that such associations
are oither ** doubtful in their principles, equivocal in
their sanctions, or questionable upon the ground of ez-
pediency.”

After ceding that ¢ the habit of drivking spirituous
liquors as a part of ordinary diet is generally injuri-
ous to the body and the mind,” and concurring with
the advocates of temperance, in admittiug * the au-
thority of the physician,” the Editor observes, * we
regard the oceasional use of them as not only inno-
cent but salutary to the humagn systeun.”

This moderate position, however plausible it may
sound, is not when closely inspected, very clear or
satisfactory. What are the occasions referred to?
Not cases of sickness.—Here the Edjtor and the
Advocates of Temperance are ope in sentiment.~—
Not ordinary cases.—Here the Editor admits that
Ardent Spirits areinjurious. And why? Because,
po doubt, when the hody is in s perfectly healthfyl
state, all stimulants of this description, must occasi-
on first an over excitoment, and then a reaction upon
thesystem. ‘There must then be someintermediate
stuto of the coustitution, in which such stimulants,
are salutary but not medicinal, beneficial but not
requisite, conducive to health, where health is per-
fect without them. What that state is, we have yei
to learn, and so have some of the best medical prac-
titioners of the day; and we would simply suggest
for consideration, whether the true and only distiac-
tion betwaeen the effocts of the constant and occasi-
onal use of such stimulants, where the constitution
is in a bealtby state, is not this,~In the former case
they are greatly and therefore obviowsly injurious ;—
in the latter they are slightly and therefore not olvi-
ously so, and the momentary glow and accession of
strength which they occasion, is mistaken for en addi-
tion to the stock of general strength. N

+On priaciple,” says the Editor, * we cannot
join or advocate Temperance Societies,” and why?
* Because the same arguments might be adduced
against every thing of a stimulatiog nature, as wine,
beer, fire, &c.” . '

That arguments of this fatal tendency should he
seriously dreaded at the present season, does ndt by
auy means excite our surprise. 1f our Temperante
wen, have indced any such sweeping clauses in
their enactments, we earnestly pray they may sus-
pead their operation, until the Sun enters Aries at
least, or until our lndiaus furnish us with a more
copious supply of Furs. Before however, we pre-
sent our petition to this effect, we must be satisfied
that their arguments have really this tendency. At
present wo are cot so. Why mustthey demolish alt
stimulants, because thoy banish Ardent Spirits 7
Are all stimulants cqually infatuating? Are all
equally injurious to our frame ? Are not some un-
questionably conducive to health? Are not some
among the cssentials of life? Isnot foud, even mo;
derately taken, a stimulant? Is not air whea
kreathed in its puority, a stimulant? Who evar
dreant when sippiog the fine oxygen of our Febra-
ary skies, that Iis quickcned pulse, ware a fatal
symptom of disease? Really we cannot at all ac:
cord with the learned Editor in supposing that the
samo objections lio against every stimulant. We
apprebendl the rise of no Aatiphlogistic Phrophet i
cousequence of our Temperance Association; cer-

tainly not, whils the Thermometer continues at 40
jbelow tho cipher. We are much riore concerned.



