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IlDOCTOR'S OneDEits."-" Doctor's orders "e are two often
looked upon by tHe laity as arhitrary enactients cf profes-
sienal pe(lantry, whicli your truc Briton shows 'lthe f mec-
demn that runs in bis blood " by defying or cvading. Nor
is this absurdity confined te tbe ignorant, for one often
hears people who should know better hoasting cf their
deliberate neglect cf advice whichi they paid a big fee te
obtain. The moral which. we wishi te enferce bias lately
been pointed by a case whicb occurred in the London Hos-
pital in a manner wvhich. we tiope will bring it home, at
Ieast in seme measure, te, the public mind. A man suffer-
ing frein typboid bad. some grapes secretly given bim by a
friend whom lic asked te procure thein for hum. He becamne
worse seen after eating thei, anti in three days lie died
frein perforation cf tbe intestine. The coroner trusted that
the public would take warning by the case, and ahl medical
oflicers cf liospitals and nurses will, for the sake cf their own
conîfort, if frein ne licher feeling, fervently celo the wisb.
Melancholy and constantly repeatcd experience miakes them
dread Ilvisiting days," as fllmost inevitahly followed by
general rise of temiperature threugliout the ward, and tee
often by intestinal disturbance cf co kind or another. It
is b'ardly to be wondered at that fruit, and even food, should
be srnuggled in by sympathetic relatives, for in convales-
cence frein acute ailoients the appetite is oftcn ravenous,
almost beyond belief. This is naturally lîailed by tbe
fricnds as a sign cf returning bealth, and it secîns liard te
withlîold the food which is se eagerly craved for. It cannot
ho tee widely known tbat, in typbeid fever cspecially, wlîat
is wanted before evcrything is rest for the ulcerated intes-
tine, and unexpccted death, whien everytbing secined te pro-
mise speedy recoveî'y, lias oftcn been duc te tlîe clarnorous
bunger cf the patient overtlîrowing the judgment ef the
medical attendant. If this can bappen even to well
informed professional men, it is a thousand times nicre
likely te occur te persons wlîo bave ne knowledgc cf the
patient's real condition, and only sec lus suffering. There
is probably net a liospital in the kingdom in whlîi relapses
and disasters due to the ignorance cf well îneaning fricnds
are net cf frequent occurrence. -British Medical Journal.

DR. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMIES Ar EIGIITY.-Dr. H-olmes
celebrated lus eighitietb birthday recently. His lieuse was
filllcd witb children and flowers and the memuentees cf f riends.
Hie was serene and happy, with. just a sligbt infiriîdty iii
respect cf bis organs cf hearing. He was able te illustrate
in bis own person, lus dictuin, made seule montbs before,
that it was Ilbotter te be eighty years young thian forty ycars
old. The ycar 1809 was ne mean year, for it gave us
Holînes, Gladstone, Tennyson, Lincoln and Darwin, A
newspaper paragraph bias appcared stating that Holmies, the
genial, bias grown cynical in bis eigbtiethî year, and the
writer secs fit te offer Dr. Hoînues the suggestion that lie
should take up bis own early writings and tlius rcvert te bis
orginal type cf thouglit. In the first place, we beg te doubt
the allegation cencemning Dr. Hohînes' cynicisin, unless, per-
chance, hie bias been reading somne cf bis own bocks and then
reading some cf those ' just eut"le; alnîost anybody would
feel like uttering a caustic word er twe under those circuin-
stances. In the second place, the advice te him te read bis
own bocks bias ne sting in it, as it might have te some
authors, who began by writing in a cynical vein and repented
cf it afterward. A charactcristic little story about Holmnes'
early days at the Harvard Medical scbool bas feund its way
into print lately. ,Hol mes, it is said, was about te give one
cf bis anatomical demenstratiens-lie bad only recently
corne frein the Dartmouth school te take bis prefessorship-
and he was surreunded by a smnaîl company cf bis colleagues,
rnost cf thein cf great stature in comparison with hum and

hie seemed for a moment or two at a loss for words. BUt
tinally lie said :"lWlîy, gentlemen, do you.know that 1 fe01

a littie strangelbere I I feel like a smnall sil ver coin rattlilg
round among just so many great big coppers." Thiat broO
the ice, the constraint was dismissed, and the lecture weflt
smoothly on. ilolmes hiad no fear of giants, as was seefl
when hie nîeasured f oils with llodge and Meigs regardilOg
puerporal fever as an infectious disease. As lie himself h110
said, 1'I had a savage pleasure, 1 confess, in hiandling those
two professors-learned men both of them--skilled experts,
but bables as it semned to me in their capacity of reasoniflg
and arguing."-New York -ilfedical Journal.

SIR WILLIAMc GULL.-The London World says: The fact
that the will of the late Sir William Guli bias been proved,
showing property to the aineunt of nearly thrce hundred
and fifty thousand pounds, lias created much talk during
the past week. It is beyond a doubt that for the last feW
years, since physicians have doubled their fees, and since bOthl
branches of the profession are constantly in receipt of ver,
large sums for expeditions by rail, the earnings of miembers 0O
the healing art have very largely increased. There are ps
sibly a dozen medical men in London who, at their death, 'Wl11

be found to have arnassed a hundred tbousand pounds; bUlt
there is probably îlot one who bias put by anything like tlle
fortune left bv Sir William Gull. Il Put by le il scarcel
the term. Sir William was a very careful, not to say pOt'
siamonious, man, bis expenses were comparatively small, Il'
entertained very little, bis practice was extensive, and frO0

turne to turne lie reccived froin grateful patients, special pre5

ents of large amiounts. But it was in tie dealings Wit
and the investing of those large amounts that the fortune
was made, and in titis it is undcrstood that Sir William d
the advantage of excellent advice.

Bye-the-by, bere is a good GuIl story, which, though
clîcstnut " to some, to the thousands who have nevpr heard

it, is worthi telling. Sir Williani's butler was a (rreat chajrac,
ter ; a small, dark mall, always white-cbokered, and dressed
in black with a calin solemn manner. is inceme fr0'3'
tips niust bave been large, as the waiting-roem was %IWOIYO
cranmed, and the order cf audience was settled by hini.

One day summoned te the street door by a mer e than ordiî'
ary flerce kneck, lie found an excited individualjust alig qe
f ron a cab. " Sir William Guli in? 1" Yes, sir. e i
want te see hum." "Have yeu an appointuient, sir"
"Appointment I-nol T'ni very ill. I want te sec i
William.' " Impossible, sir, witheut an appoinitrnlt.J
(auglîty word ernitted by visitor,) then: "Wbien cal'

sc lîini ? l " Wel], sir," after consulting papier, "&At lvl
on -Tuesday next," "Tuesday next be-! lin very ill
I tell you I must sec someone!1 Do yen known anvl
near who could sce me ? l Servant af ter cogitation
sir, there's a gentleman over the way-a very respectable
practitioner named Jenner-lie migbt be able te sec ll

AN ITOIIINO PALM.-Napoleon Le, notwitb standing
had vanquisbcd Europe, was three times attacked byt
itch, and bis physician bad much trouble in destrOY'l
these acaric armies. The emperor frequently distributbed
bis malady, and one cf bis victims left the following qUOtil
tien on the wall cf the Tulleries:

The emperer gave me bis royal band,
is mark cf esteem for the noble and rich;

lie said to-morrow you'll uinderstand,
And the very next day I had the itch.

-D. Renauade'

A CASE FROM PRACTICE.-Sefli.Literary Patin tîlofe
about Io receive a Àypodermnic cf morphiine) : Doctor dl
give me none cf that Exile cf Life."1
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