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THE MISSION 0F THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE

CHURCH.
IZFv. . . RonIsNsoN, B3. A., IoesN. 13.

We would begin by saying that the young people are al-
ready in the chiurch, and the thing to dcterrnie is thecir
mission. There is too inuch laxity of thougit nowadays in
regrard to, the standing of our youing people. and so, frequent-
ly, it transpires thiat we are making giceat efforts to gect them
in thie ehlurch, wvhereas it should be to gyet thein to be active
in the church. Whiv should wve reverse the- order of
thing)Cs wvhic lis exist-edfr-orntie begi-nningr? r1hley were ai-
ways iii, andl w'e have no right by %vord or act to put themn
out. \Xe should not even in thougt ostracize theni. We'P
hiave, however, a perfect right, and it is our bounden dluty to,
discover their truc mission, and], if possible, to ge;t thein net-
ively engaged in the performancie of their w'ork- -with all the
freshiness, strengrth and beauty of their young lives.

The young people are the ehildren of the eliurcb. Their
parents for the inost part are inenbers iii full communion in
the chutrch. MWith buit few exceptions they are thieiselves
baptized iexnbers of the church. he sooiîer 've rid ourselves
of the notion that they are outside, needing consequently
to, be broughit in, the botter for ail concerned. The sooner
ire cani inake clear to the yonngy people that t(hey already lie-
long to t'ae churcl), and that thic hurcl ]lias edaimis upon thern,
as well as being rebponsible for theni, the better for tlîei and
tlie church too. It is feared that at this very point %ve may
bave erred a good dealinl the past. And are they then not,
to lie. taughit the need of regreneration, anmd the duty of a pub-
lic profession of thleir faitli in Jesus, the Christ? CertainIy
they are. To teach thcm that they bclong to, the chum'ch does
not coniiict -with this-it rather iuakcs it incurnbent upon
thein. Thiat they should undertalze for thienselves w'hat,
their parents have undertaken for thein, wlien in ixifancy
they ])rcscnted theni in baptismi, or that they shiotld uiîder-
takze for theuiiselves wattheir parents have ncglected to
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