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AMONG THE DYAKS.
BY ¥. L. OSWALD,

Tne most fortile country of the Eastern
tropes i9 perhapa tho island of Borneo,
with its Magnificent forests, and its climate
of perpetual summer, which on the high
Mountaild heCones an everlasting spring,
cx| enoigh o make the night pleasant
and yet sufiiciently warm to ripen an abun-
dunce of wild-growing fruits.

And yet that favoured land is avoided by
thy seafarers of civilized nations on account
of the incomparable savagery of the
Itives. Here and there on the west coast

merchants have established amall
tnding posts, but the south and east, and
the vast interior are peopled by tribes who
ezploy their leisure in mutual butchery,
an(f esteom s man's Tank according to the
tmber of human skulls he has gathered
inkis store of war trophios..

The rivers of the north coast are lined
vith sandbars, where gold has now and
then been found in considerable quantities,
bt even the knowledge of that fact rarely
tenpts adventurers to oxplore the wilder-
tes farther than a few miles from the
st A few years ayo a party of enter-
Pising traders from Singapore made tho
attempt at the dryest scason of the year,
but theit experience obliged them to return
inless than two weeks.

The comprised two Englishmon,
a6 Chinese ook, and five Malay sailors,
and they had washed out about ten ounces
o go1d, when one of their Malay comrades
wg found desd at & spring not more than
dhundred yards from their camp. His
wounds made it doubtful if he had encoun-
tared s tiger ora Dyak assasin, and a dog,
vhose lgac!g they hoped would discover
the trail of the murderer, followed an ap-
prently fresh track through the jungle for
bont 3 mile and a half, but then refused
o go farther, as if ho had scontéll the pres-
tnee of an ambushed foe.

Was it a tiger? Ono of the Fnglishmen
decided to solve the mystery, and finding
his countryman disinclined to share his
svonture, he accepted the offer of the
Chiness cook, who had visited this _coast
before, and proposed to avenge the Malay
by a stil] huntin the cool of the evening.
Dr. T, the other Englishman, who
had sssumed the command of the expedi-
tion, Warped them not to
tray too far from camp, and
to retutn st the first sign of
wrious danger; so, after
oonnoitring the ground for
baf an hour, they L to
timb two T overlookl:t‘xg
the glsde where the dog

trayed his  misgivings,
Yah-Sing, the Chi
mounted s Palm tresat the
bead of the meadow, while
Fred. as the young English.
man way called by his com-
ndes, clambered up a teak.
wood treo & little farther
down.

Tho twilight faded into
dusk, buttho moon was up,
and the hunters had
to keep watch for at lemt
two hours after sunset. The
tioon toso higher, and Fred
thought that at leaat one of
lhep.”:‘:o honia 1:"mmt ‘]:3“

whenhe bappened to
tpy s dark form glwling
out of 4 thicket into the
dearitg, and soon sfter a
second shape, eqully dim
and ‘noigeless, emerged from
the shado of the jun-
tle, 304 followed the fint
torest Ue maudow. If tuy.

L RETURN OF THE HEAD HUNTHR.

were tigors, the leader scemed to be the
mankiller, and there was a good chance for
a shot ; but what could be the matter with
Yah-Sing? Only a few minntes ago, Fred
had seen the moonlight zleam on the
bright rifle barrel of his companion, but
that gleam had vanished. Had the China-
man fallen asleep? Thero was no time for
hesitation, and after a last glance in_the
direction of the paln tree, Fred rested his
rifle in the fork of a projecting branch,
atmed carcfully at the shoulders of the
first tiger, and pulled the trigger.

Almost like an echo of the shot a chorus
of ficrce shricks startled tho ear of the
young hunter, four—fivo—six forms, not
of tigers, but ovidently of more dangerous
enemies, rose from the bushes, and made a
simultancous rush upon the teak treo. Fred
at once saw that hie wou'ld not have time to

reload, and that there was not a moment to
loss ; e0, seizing his gun by the muzzle, he

ushed the branches out of the way and
eaped dowa, in the hope of saving hia life
by a rush for the thicket.

A swarm of keen-syed savagea at once
started 1n pursuit, but he had the advan-
tage of being able to rush ahead in any do-
sired direction, while his pursucrs were fre-
quently obliged to stop and listen forthe
sound of his footsteps, and when Fred at
last crouched down exhausted, he had
gained a start of nearly half a mile, and
could afford a fow minutes’ rest.  Was thero
any risk of his track being followed by
moonlight through such thickets? Tho
Dyaks sccmed to have discovered lus trail
somehow or other, for their voices camo
nearor, and scon after two dark forms stop-
ped near a tree only about a hundred fect

frow the buah he had chosen for his hiding.
place. One of them put hia head to tho
round, and seemed to liston.  Fred hardly
ared to broathe, when suddenly the report
of rfle shots boumed up from the directirn
of the coast, and the noxt mument the two
17yaka had ranished in tho darknesa

Busiden scaring off s pursuem, thase
shouts rovealed the directiun of tho camp,
and twenty minutes after, Fred regained
the open beach of tho seashure, and picking
his way along the strand, soon saw tho
watchfires of the bivouac  Hins hail was

sromptly answered, and the first who met
f:xm at the gate of the stockade was his
friend, Yah-Sing, who had roached the
camp half an hour ago. Tho Chinaman's
keen eyea had at once recognized the craw!
g night prowlera, and keoping absnlutely
still, he waited til} the sounds of the man
huut had died away n tho distance, and
then quichly slipped down and struck
bee-lino for the bivouac.

*Guad you came, much right time " anr?
he, n broken English, ‘*we soan need
help , you mind me, you see they -ome .
kil us all biefore mornimg

“*He s nght,” said Dr. Carter, **they
always put off a risky job till dark, ant
they will tackle us either this night or the
next.  Atall events, it can do no harm to
got our howitzer ready.”

*\Wg have powder enough to scare them,”
said Fred, *but no ammunition. It wouldn't
do to use our rifio balls.”

“No, indeed,” aaid the doctor, *‘it is
much the best for us if we can frighten
them off mthout killing anybody. Ilet's
load up the gun with broken aea shells and
coarse sand ; that will scare them cnough
for one night, and before to-morrow even-
ing wo can be under weigh for Singapore,
if things should get too hot for us in this
jungle.”

* Hadu't wo better heop up a good look
out, then1”

**Yes, cortamly , hbut you must be pretty
tired after your foot-race. You and old
Sing had better turn in and get a nap, and
let me mount guard for the noxt three
hours. It inust be near midmght, anyhow

For about an hour and a half Dr. Carter
mado the round of the camp, hatently i
tently, and scannung the ¢lgo of the jungle
with anxious eyes, but only the flash of the
fireBy gleamed from the thicket, and the
chrp of the enckota and tho
wail of the wood owl wo ¢
tho only voices of the night

Judging from the wese
ward decline of the southein
cross, the moming rould not
be far off, and t?m general
silence would belorc long
have caat ita spell of drowsi
neas over the solitary sentry.
when his ear caught tholow
rustling of branches in the
top of a trec at the u{: r
end of the camp Crouching
down in the shadow of tho
stoskade, the doctor saw a
hesd Xeop from the foliage
and disappear agzin, as if
the adventurous spy had
satisfied his curiosity at tho
first glance.

The doctor cocked his
rifle, but on second thought.
alipped around to wakoe all
his comrades, well knowir ¢
that the first shot mig'.t
prove the aignal of a genoral
attack.

** Laght tho fuse and stan
by that howitzer, Fred = 1.0
whispered, “‘the rear of
thoso night birds way o ¢t
ba far oé Now look -ut ™

Raiaing his rifle, be smed



