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times? and I.eighi H-unt too is cb)ming
Up, for eager notice-and that is good.
Charles Lamb used to, thank God that he
had "la universal ta3te for reading!"-yet
le had an index (an expurgatorius index),
and it de1hcilts me to see what authors are
set down thiere unmnercifully. Hume is
one of them, Pailey another. There are
many others. "WVith these ex\ceptions,"said
he, IlI ca:î read alnîost anything." I
would be curious to know how many
people have had resolution enough to
read Milton througli. After ail, does flot
the suprenie nit of a book rest upon
the desire it awvakens in us of getting to
the end ? Are there not a fev books, we
feel, can neyer end ? In the spiritual
order it is a universally acknowledged
fact that the Bible and the Imitation of
Christ are books without an ending-they
are always newv; but it is not in that order
I started. l'ni presuming to speculate.

Out with recreative books! Anîong
these, is it not well to include ail that is
best irn our recent fiction? WVho can
despair of the tirnes %vhen such a novel
as IlLorna l)oone' is so wvarmnly received,
so Iengthily dwelt upon by the best critics:
better stilli, is read and re-read by those
who know a thing or tiwo about novets ?
That there are yonng ladies to, day,
capable of a gernine and freely-spoken
admiration for sucli an unconventional
hero as honest 4'John Ridd," is an un-

mistakable î,roof thnt Miss Woolson, and
Mrs. Amielie Rives Chandier, have not
prevailed upon womiankînd to adopt their
views. And there*s the Il)Deenister " an
unconventional novel surely, ini tact ne
novel at al], but a masterpiece of romance,
"a tale of a great love and a great suf-

fening," weII told, a nmost sensational tale,
yet,* hardly to be confounded with the
sensationaliqnî so Ioudly denîanded,-no
less loudly denounced.-of late. There
may be, as there are, sonse who will
object wo the heroine's persistent love for
the unhappy hero, but 1 fear they read
awry, and flot aright, in the great book of
human nature. This seems hardly a mat-
ter of taste, the disputing of which is ont
of the question, but, a miatter of psycho-
logical insight.

Owven Mfeiledith says soniewhere-

Nature anc min wçere chidren lotng agu-
In glad sinufflicity of heart aud speech.
Now they :ire s:ranigcrs tu eàch ollhers wvoe
And cach haîli languige difficrnt froin er.ch.
The simplest songs sowid swcet.s: ndf inost good.
The si:uplest loves are the si-.ost loving <mes.
la-.ppitr were sons' forefathers ilian i heir sons-

And 1 uiier. sang as Byron neyer cc>uld.

But Ilciier cannot corne ai:,i non evcr
Thc quiet of the nge in wvhich lie sting,
This a1ge is ene of tuiin::lt andi cndenvor,
And by.a fevened hand is harps aire s:rung.
And yct I du not quarre) whh t, i lune
No'r quarrel wihh the linul of :wy hieari,
W~hicl, ni the tiiiiil. of therage is part
Becausc its Yer>' we.tkncs-s is subiltime."
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