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training i independence iii thitikinig on the part of
the listening studcnt, as, for cxamplc, iii philosophy.
Fie niay find noîlîing 10 which lie could objcct, but
lie will find nîiany things which lie will do wvcl to
tluink over and judgc for iniseif.

No student should feul in coming hecre that a fixed
tinie w'ill bc cnotugh t() spend in study in Gcrniany, if
lie is at liberty to <'o on unttil lie is reasonably satis-
fied wvith the aniount niof lg gained. Tliere
arc very grcat possibilities oflIeairingiç at a Germait
Univcrsity, sa gyreat that evcn the regulat ion tince of
Ilirce years' study will îîot eNhauist wvhat is offéed iii
any givcn subjeci.

T hîave beeni toid %vitl sonie justice in Arnerica that
Gcrmait professors have flot the fictlty, of impartiq-g
knowlcdge. This is the cas.: %vitl inferiar ones ; but
the rcgular professors, in Heidelberg at ainy ratc, lcc-
turc withl vividncss, clcarness; and wvitl ain irricsis-tib!.?
lîold on the hicarcr's attention. AXnd, certaitily, thcrc
is nlothing lcft to be desircd as far as tîlcir tlîoughit-
fuilncss of thc dificultics and peculiar mental consti-
tuions af thc individual students iï concerned.

1 have bcen askcd as to the de-rc ofacquaintance
with the lagag ccUcssary fur an advantagco<îs
licaring of Germit lectures, an d wvould reply that,
while it is Iardly fair to conte to Gcrinany and cx-
pect f.n'ors in thi mtter oi the languagc, niucli kînd-
niess is shown to foi'cigncrs, and the intelligencc of
a student is tiot nmcastired accord ing to bis knowledge
of thc speech oi thc cotintry. It is nccssary to hiave
a fair ofwedca Germait graiiar and a sniall
siock af Gcrmait woids to profit at ail front w'hat anc
Jîcars ; but a tharoughi mastery of Gerinan, whilc an
immeînsc advantage, is nat absolutcly indispensable.
If onc bc abouit ta study hecre, a start in the languagre
in Canada is cinciintly adivisablc, and, thcn, a short
prcliniinary soijouin anîang Gcrmait people in tilcir
own land wvill do niucli to give the rcquircd prepara-
lion for University work.

WVALTER 'M. PATTON.
lI-Iidclberg, Gcrmantiy.

EN UISI lA LLAD l'OETRY.

This titie inay appear sonîcwvliat vague, but wvas
purposcly ldt ind(eiinite, in order that 1 inglit bc at
libcrty ta selcct sucli portions of Uic subjcct as would
be likely ta bc maost interesting, without being con-
fiti.d ta any particular order or cpoch. For in a
subjcct of this nature, wlicrc the date and authorship
of particular compositions arc oftcn cqually unccr-
tain, it vouIld be cvidcnitly iinpracticablc ta fix upon
any precise pcriod in ils lîistory. I slial ciidcav'our,
thereforc, iii thc following paliers to give a gcncral
sketch ai the risc and pragress ai laliad Pactry in

England, tagether with a particular accaunit af some
af Uic more important and iritcresting ballads which
have cone dawn ta us, and (wlîcre the nature af thc
composition wvill admit of it) occasionat specixwens
iii illustration of tîteir character. \Viti tliese fcwv
obçcrvations by way ofintroduction, 1 procced ta the
subject before us.

lit order propcrly la appreciate the nature and
liistory of ballad-poctry. w~c shall requirc ta knowv
sonicthingy ai its arigin and ai the class af men by
wlîorni it w~as first cultivatcd. As far as aur know-
ledge gocs, thc ballad appears, at least iii England
ta have bccîî a 1Pucal descendant of the aid raniantic
poetry af the Middle Ages, iii whîicli the minstrels,
or pocts ai thase days, %vcrcý accustomed ta zelebrate
the daring cxploits aîîd adventurcs of the lieroes ai
chivalry and ta expatiate upan the charins of their
inistresses. For, as Spcnscr infornis us -.

,- !t liath bcen tlirougli ail iges cver secti,
'flat with the praise ofirm> and clîivairy,
Thie prize of he:auty stili liath joined b)een."

These minstres %wcre an order ai nien, vcry coin-
mon in thie MNiddlc .Xgcs, wdîa made mîusic and poctry
tlîcir profession, ani \vcrc accustonicd ta sing verses,
comiposcd by tlîcniselves or others, ta the hiarp, or ta
recite theni, an p)ublic occasions or at festivals, ta the
crowds ai pcople %vlio resortcd ta the fairs and ather
places ai p)ublic entertainnient ah sucli timcs, and
wvitli whor thicy we*e extreincly popular. Many ai
thenii, also, more cspeciafly tiose, wvc Mly suppose>
who wcrc hcld iii the greatest estimation for their
poctical or musical talents, appear ta have been
attaclhed ta the Court and the households ai the
wc.dîhy barons and nobles, who %wcre aften theni-
selves loyers or followers ai thc Art ; and in many
cases wc find theni cxisting as regular officers ai the
Iîousehold, whose special duty it wvas ta provide
music and poetry for the cntertainmcent of their em-
ployers and their guests.

Tite existence af sucli a class ai nien would evi-
dcntly bc indispensable in a rude state ai society,
whcre the niasses ai thc people were wliolly illiterate
and uncultivatcd, and whec even anion- the higher
ranks af if t1ei possession of the knowlcdge of let-
ters %vas oiten regarded as the result ai the arts af
the miaoician or the %vizard. It %vas through the
agcncy ai the ininstrel, 'vhose rnory w~as stored
witî the lcgends and papular Iraditions of former
agcs, that the knawledge ai past cvents in the lîistory
of tlîe people, as wvell as ai tlîcir present achieve-
nients, wvas rendered accessible ta the popular mind,
or transnîittcd ta posterity. \Vith the increase of
knowlcdgc, howevcr, and the advancement oi Iearn..
ing, circunistances ta whichi the inv'ention of the art
af printiîig iniparted a wonderful impulse, the ofllct
and profession of the bard-for te minstrel wvas noth-

155


