
But suppose that the whole world were of, that Sort, and only a small remnant rernained
with pure hearts ani pure minds and pure bodies. Only oune course coq1d bte saýfely pursieil

-the whole world must W_ quarauuined and - 1bocotte(I" in days of peace, anid Fxterninat-
ed 'LI thr first duchuation of wax. The agviiy of uferafron Gid's f1olod& ai fhes and
swords w-as small when compared Mth 'the agony. wlxieh Ije prcvented by thé e ;uction tifthes:c cornîpt races,- After ail, is it -not the spectaçulne quality of tbese judgments of C&I
w.hid 4makes uss1ýink frQm theni When we rectize the pictu.resque err>r of açityý dooM.

einueheur we forget for the moment th.at'every citizen was. dooned to deathaxyhove.Màny -à moralý and physical ,wreck reels ;ttugiýoour streets to-day- of --whoin ev-en we arere9Ldy-eneught say, setter he lad- àlçdL twenty year ( tl)enot doubt that Ged -istenderer4hearted thant we. The destruê'tioin cf Sodern wàs an unmiced blessing -to the

-Theopeningportion ôtour cixapter gives a beautîful picture' of patriaixchd .xsjitality.'The ýveierable chief, resting beneatxthe-shade ef-his tent secs three travçees ppreach,., XThlm-a st ra<eand a-guest were thesame. R fe hastexs-leut-te Ineet-,tlxeniand; witl txe ut-'nicat ceurtesy, requests the hbner of oifeging-them some-resýstnd. reireshment, Ner-deeshedelegate the duty of caring,-fr tlxen te -meiials. Sarai herseif prepares-the breaci, ýand-.is,ewn -adslcsfa ftest-and tenderest of- hisherd. The Ixost serves the ment Andstandsýby te wait upon theni while they egt. 'In thus shewing his Wontedklin4ness.he fpund hùxp-
selfentrtanin augels zxnawïnres -(g}eb, 13: 2).

Thestraxgèrs-bringa blessing-tothe hemae in ýthat -th"yauuxuncethespeedyfulihient- oftheïpioemse guven se rrarly-years'before. Whert or frw their true character wasdisçlosed,we are net înfrmèd, but ere tbley part1 Abraham recgfizes i.n the principal Ylersonage, the-One wh-o had already appced-to him at Ut, gt-Sichemn,,at eetl1andj on a previqiusocca-
£1011 M-,Mamnre.,

LEssox Ëi.AË~. L. Abrahanis Ltercession. vs. 22-,26. Il. PeiraiStetC lcdl
vs.pRczsiN 227-33./

AfIAiMsITRBSO.2.The mfeni-In ch. x<g: r they ar# aldt~-axgels ýStooci yet-i. c. renxained-in his presence, bôathtoleve-untul-helhad pleadedforthedeenxed -lties. ýBefO]re the-LORD-- utwarcl appearanceasa-maux, (v. îz>-buÈ&<1tuuguxshed fenithe othertwo bysuperrdign*ty. Note otheapparacesfGonhuufenix, to Jacob (ch, 32 : 24.30), teý Jeçshua (Jesh- 5:' 13.15). Cempareý Ee. 3: 2, 14 'with,Acts 7: -30, 38-and-Yeu xvi:see tbAt the "age fthe Lord"' was Christ beferehis inca=-~.tien. -Thxe traditieuniJ spot cemmantls a view eeDçad Sea axdthe, adjacent plaiur-{ch. 19-:27, 2). 23. Drew near-The wordý sxggsts boldniess <Heb, 4,: x 6-; 10 22-; 1 John4: - 8). fIe moved néarer inx bis earxestnesýs, but spiritualapproach is chiefly mçant <Lsa.29: -3; -,cJr. 30: 21). Tixis-is theýflrst prayer reçoed lxx theBible. Reecd Pxov. :8Jàs. 5: r6; LuTte îr : 54*98; r-1-. The rlàhteQus with the wicked-In-.the ordi.nary dispensations df Providen~e,- and- even indivine judgments, betz suifer alike. Bhxt (1)there u -s often a-share' ef -the-gult -te beth; (2) -wlxai is puzxxshmeuxt te -oev is fatherly -disciç>-Uine -ta the othier ; (3)-,God maltes "ail- things work togete fe1odt hnita oeh
t4Y the aPparnt injustice itere is liilly conxpeuusatçd fer-4ereafter ; (S.1 as intxscae-~iighteous, o, often cucape -the punishment nxeted eut -to t1hewicked. Couxpare%:xe , e ofKotâh-(NUunx i.6ï: 22), cf »)vud (2 Sanx. 24; - Gqeod never punishes îone person' -c~thxesip of-another (Ezek. 18:-, 4). The wickcd aresxred for dxv sake of the rigbteusyIatt.i1-3:z 29 t- 13; 24 : à). Note -the following !n§tan=e inx which the presene 'Of- gedmani was a ýsourçeeof blessing to otixers; chx. i9: 21 - Acte, 27:- 24 ; i Kings.7 1 6.In thispaisage "llrghteeus" bas its ordmnary menaxng, uprîght sud Godfearing. he NewTestamient-sense cf "accepted fer Christ¼ 'jghteousness sake,"was ukuxewn at thls earlystag<&in revelation. 24..Arbxr as idea-efthie moralcondition cf Sodoni wherîIxe did net dare te -begin lxigher tlxan fifty. inecsinfntfrLt u selely for the-othce who werc flot of the fifty.' "fils impo*iunity-was pnoxxpted-hy theejeve that sprlngsfroni the conscbousness that one's ID"' preservation and resu are due t co mp,,oegrceatlone'; love, toe, wlxlch cannot conceive of the guMitof others- as tee great for salvatioxi to-be~possibtle.» {Delitzsch>. e. . Gol.dees net dealt wlth both alike. bsn. e: 0, ri ; JobS:2o; Pà. 58: xi ;Ezekg 6 Rev. 7-:. 26. Compare Jer. 5: 1;Ezek. 2c: 3o;îMtt 4-.22aPet.3 -: 9.

IL PERISTENt PLEADING. 27. Sec the same self abasement li GodIs presenceï-iOb42 6 ; Lsa. 6: 5. Oust and asbes'%-" Dust arfilrst and asliesat 'Lst." <urphy>.Buiuxlng the dead -seems te -have been ptactised irt Abxahanx's tixie. CemËaMe sinmilar de-


