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at Jerusalem the superintendence of distributions | Totonto City ; Yotk Mille, Yonge Street, 1at.
10 the poor belonged exclusively to ccclesiastical | Coacession, Stone Church, aud Humber, ‘These
office-beaters, over whota no unoflicial persons!| Stations have been regulaily supplied with oue
could exercise any authottiative inepection or con- | Sermon cach Subbath.  One of them has beea
trol, seems to be undentadly apparent.  Now it very lately opened, & 1d with good encouragement,

follows of course, that this mast still be the proper
and anly Divinely sanctivned mode of conducting
such managements, unless it can be shown that
the constitution of the Church has subscquenty
undergone such a change thut the authontative
inspection and contral which were originally vested
in ecclesiastical oflice-beaters nlone, were after-
watds in the Church at Jerusalem, or other
Churches, transferzed to persons of u different
description,

Such u supposition must at once appear impro-
bable. May it not bedeenmied unworthy of God,
who docs ot need to correct is own plans, and
to withdraw, under the satne dispensation, oue
constitution for the sake of substituting another?
The Church of Jerusalent wasintended ns a model
for all other Churches. ‘Those avound it, in Judea,
were formed upon the sae plan. Aud the Charche
es of the Gentilesare commended for beiug imita-
tors of the Churches which were in Judea,

‘That the existence of Deacons in all the primi-
tive Churclies constituted one great feature of
their resemblnnce to the Mo.dier Church, i evi-
deat from the inspection of the Apostolic Epistles,
In perusing them, we find the office of the Dea-
cons mentioned more frequently, and more dise
tinetly, than even the office of the Elder, who
simply poverns, and mentioned, not as an eatraor-
dinary, or occasional, hut as a permanent otlice, —
s If any man Minister,”* says Peter, in his first
Epistle, chapteriv. 11, ¢ or discharge the func-
tions of a Deacon, let him do it as with the abil-
ity which God giveth.” Paul scems to refer to
the saine office when lie says, Romans xii. 8—
4t He that giveth, let hin do it with simplicity,”
Aundin 1st Corinthians, xii. 28, he speaks of the
Deacons as Helpy, a term which deseriptively ine
dicates their oflicial snbserviency to the governors
of the Church. In the beginmnyg of the epistle to
the Philippians, we find them addressed by name :
s Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jcsus
Christ, to all the saints at Philippi, with the Bi-
shops and Deacons.””  And in 1st. Timathy, iii,
8, 13, theimportance of the office, and the quali-
fications necessaty for the proper discharge of its
duties, are largely described.

Upon the whole, then, itappears that the Apos-
tolic Epistles exhibit the Deaconship as a staading
office in the Church, as an office of which one
object at least is distribution to the necessities of
the poor (a distribution, as we showed, under the
authoritative control of Church governors alone),
and as an office of high importance, involving a
great trust, and requiring very respectable qualifi-
cations in those who hold it,

But that part of the enquiry, which is most
important to us at present, remnains as yet unas-
sayed. Tt is, whetherand how far, the functions
of thisoffice extend beyond the distribution of aline.

{This subject will be continuéd in our uext.]
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REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF
TORONTO.
I Juxsx 8, 1846,

‘Within the bounds of Toronto Presbytery there
are at present only two regularly setiled congre-
gations_with Miniaters set over them. Thus the
difficulties in the way of supplies to vucant dis-
wricts must be great. These, however, have been
greatly alleviated by the services of Measrs. Esssox
sod Hamms, who have been at all times ready to
give their labour in Evengelical or Missionary
proceedings. The aid rendered also by the ad-
vanced stadents has been most effective, and for
all the sesvices cheerfully rendered by those young

atlemen, without any pecuniary compensation
10 their view, the Synod and the Presbytery can-
not bat entertain a grateful remembrance. =

The districts within_the bounds forming so
Tasay ciicnits for preaching amount to 12; and
the Stuticas requiring supply, between 40 and 50

“‘The first two on the hist are quite ready to recennve

"ttt

of last scanon, Mr, McKinnon, now of 8t, Thee
tine, supphed the dtativus of Gwillunbury and
Bradiond.  He was succeeded by Mr. McColl and
the students i suceesmon. I'he distance prevente
ed afull supply dunng winter.  Mr. Mactavieh
spent w Sabbath amongst thew, but at present

a pastor; and the othertwo, with the sddition of ! they nre entitely deatitute,
Weston, 3 nules from Humber, would S an Vil Vaughan and King sy ba cleseed to.
excellent Mimsteninl charge, to wlich an the | gether, 68 one District ; Lut dtete are four stations
weanw nle 1t is tiie wioh o the people wnd of the | i oll, where worship hns been kept up ouce o
Presbytery that a stated Mussionary  should be jtortmghts  In Vaughan there ate many Guelic set.
appointed. tlers who ate thirsting cagerly for the Word of
1t Markham District comprises five Stations } Lale, i their own langnage, and to whow the
——Mukham Villuge, Crosby’s and Reid’s Coruers, | visits of Highliod Nunsters have becn % few and
Broww's Comer, Scmbotough and Pickering.— | far between.”” Mr. Mactavish gave them two
Tne tirst three have beeo supphied presty regulady 'sermonson a week day, und Mr. Maclachlan, ane
lor & year; the others are alled very lately.—  other respected Deputy, gave thems the whole of
Since the rieng of the classes 1 the Sennnary, last Sapbath.  Mio Esson and Mr. Haris lave

Mr. Jaites Boyd, one of the advanced atudents, !
has, at the request of the peopie in the seveial lo.
calities, supplied etatedly all those places, and the
Presbytery can with pleasure testfy to the wroun.
s attendance and the pleasing prospects of suc-

pard repeated visits to these Statious, but the Proge
byu-rly ute greatly at uloss Low to find them full
supply. .

X. /’l‘hc Chlinguacousy and Norval Districte,
comprising lou, Stutions, were long supenntended

cess in that important Distnet. by Mr. Robest Wallace, who has Intely accepted
1L The Distuet to the Bast of Markham, Jacall to Qtonabee, where hets to be settied,em
cmbracing Brock, Reach, Uxbridge, and Scott, « My, Petes Gray, one of the more advauced students
has been very lutely tahen under the churge of the hus laboured thete sunve the naing of the Session
Presbiytery.  Alter 1 visit by one of the members, : ond will soon be settled over them ; but Noey
it wus on his recommendation resolved to stateou aud Union Chuselt willbe specinlly the aphero of
Mr. Johin Black, one of the advanced students, ’lus labours.
there, for the Summer scason.  Mr. Black has|  Xo~tisqiiesing, Scotch Block, Acton, Nassa-
Leen labourmyg there swce the end of Apnly, and _caweyn, agd Caledon, fortn a most extensive and
while he has had some ditliculties to eacounter, | r:ecessitous District, where, however, the spirie
he has regulurly preached at four Statons, two of attachment to the Fice Churchis strong, sad
on cach Sabhath, ultetnately s und has establish- | the people very hberal.  Various supplies have
ed Sabbath Sthools, und prayer meetings.  Dr.  been sent to them, but altogetlier 1adequate to the
Willis puid a visit 1o this Dustrict, and devoted a ) demand.  OF the abulity to support the Gospel 1n
Sabbath to asmauy statious as he could overtake, . thuse parts there can be no doubt. May the
1V, Tle next Distuct e orderss Eldow and ' Great Lord of the Hatvest send forth labourers
‘Thorab, including, ulso, parts of Maripusa, Mars, ' juto uys nich field, ~
and Georgiana, ‘T'his is almost wholly & High-: X1 Mono, with adjuining Townships, is a
land Dustrict, and 1t is one of the most unporiant * District which stands greatly 1a need of a setiled
within the bounds of the Preskytery. 1t has been ' Ministry. ‘Fhe friends of onr Chureh 1n that
repeatedly visited Ly Mr. Ruintoul, Mr. McColl, ' quarter have mamfested & noble spinit ef disintee
Dr. Burus, gad latterly by Mr. Muctavish, the’ rested attachment tu pninerple, and well deserve
excellent deputy from the Free Chuich of Scot- | every attention that can be paid to them. Some
txnd, who devoted not less than two Sabbaths six to cight Stations might with great advantage
with the  iatervening week to the 1nstruction of ' be occupied hete.  The distance of Muno from
the seutlers, in their own language, preaching every , “I'oronto rendered it impracticable (o send them
day and visiing the famthies, ‘Tlie settlers 1o this ' supply by meaus of the Students ; but they have
extended District have never had asettled Miuts- ; occasionally been visited by different Ministers
1y, alihough their congregation may be said 10 Mr. Escon has agreed to bestow thiree Sabbathe
bave beea organized eixteen years ago. ‘Phie 'among them in the course of this mouth, and he
more pious have, as with one voice, declared for ' inay probably be succeeded by one of the Stye
the Free Chureh, and all the edorts of the Depu- demts.  They have gotup the frame of a Church,

Antumn last signally failed in moving them from  XII.  Lastly, Onkville Dustrict, wcluding Tra-
their principles.  ‘The Presbytery lameat their ' falgar Mills and Robertson*s Schiool, form together
inability to atiord them permanent assistanee. a fine pastoral charge, and the people ure npe to

Ia the Dustrict of Onllin, Uro, und Medon- * make a choice.  They have received on the whole
te, three stations, the Gaxlic language predomm- regular supplics, and there Mr. Scott, one of our

ties from the Establishwent who weat to them 1a which will be tinshed in the course of the season., .

nutes, and Me. Mactavish has either visited these '
places or intends yet1o do so. A ucat Church'
has been built at Oro, which was opened catly in’
Spring by Dr. Lurus, and there is the prospect of |
a Gxlie Minister being scutled there soon.  The
cupplies for this lurge District have been bitherto
oa & very imperfect and limited scale,

V1. Not:awasaga District colnprises three Sta-
tions, at moderate distances from ecach other, and
in all of which Gielic_predominates, Mr. Jamcsl
Mair, an cxcellent Gulic Lay Missionary, has
been tettled here for two years, and hus_labours
have bsen blest. Besides these three Stations,
there is a Scotch settlement in the North part of
the Towaship of Essa, where about fourtcen fa-
milies reside, Preshyterians attached to Free
Cliurch principles, and wlmost wholly sccluded
from intercourse with other setilers. Mr, Mair
has paid them an occasional visit, and one of the
junior Students 18 at present resident amongst
themas a teacher.  Thus public or soctal worskip
will be kept up amongst them, even in the ab-
sence of the visits of Ministers or Missionanies.
The District of Nottawasaga has reccived visits
from BIr. Macintosh and Dr, Buras, and is aboat
10 receive a visit from Mr, Mactavish. .

ViI. West Gwillimbury District, along with
the Town «f Bradford, form two stations; but
the great mase are in Gwillunbury, an Elder from
which is &t present a member of this Syaod.—
They have built a neat Church, which was opened
in July, last year, and in which the Commusivn

Districs I.  Comprehends 4 Statioas in or ne:

was di in September. During agreat pa t

most promising Students is labouring with great
acceptance. In oncof the placesa neat Church
has lately been built, and ancthier i about ta bs
erected in Oakville Village.

In addition to these twelve Districts, the Pres-
bytery of Toronto has charged 1tself for six moaths
past with the supply of Ningara and Cross Roeds.
By means of the Students, Mr. Esson and Mr.
Harris, the supply has been tolerably regular,
except when the state of the Lake in Winter pre-
vented the sailing of the steamers.

The Presbytery repeat, that cvery where there
isa thirsting for the Word of Life. Inseversl
places the fields scem tobe white to the harvest.—
‘T'he want of rcapers is the only obetacle in our
way. May the Great Lord of the Iurvest send
lnbouters, and His blessing with them, and to Him
shall be the praise,

-

REPORT OF THE FPRESBYTERY OF
KINGSTON.

The bounds of the Presbytery of Kiogston, as
laid out by the Synud st the Disruption, in July,
1844, covers a territory extending to about 00
miles jo length, aad the average breadth
100 miles; uud l(};e p:ml 'of it con:iinin( gre-

tions, or ground actually occupied may be stated
f:. 140 miles in length and 80 in breadih.

By reason of this t extent of bounds, the
scattered and uneq l!'duu-ilmml sature of the
destitute part of the field, and because & very lacge
~azt of it lay in the Dintricts of Bathuret, Dal.
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