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Religious Intelligmce.
CIlANGES IN CIRINA—A GREAT FIRE FROM A LUTTLHE
SPARK.
-

Not very many years ag 7 was working in his father's litile ehop,
ss a carpenter, in Newcastle.  Une might have thought, to sce him, he
would have remained & catpenter all his days, and known about litllo else
than the making of a window, flooting & room, or fitting up a cupborrd—
jost 8a most hoys would have done, had they been in his place. — Ile had
not been long at school—=but he was diligent when there—and now, when
obliged 1o wotk hard with hammer and plane, there was little time for
scif-mmprovement.  But by knowing the Saviour, he learned to ¢ redeem
the time ;* and spate motnents, wasted by others in idleness and fun, were
spent by him in learning Latin and Greek, sitting on & log of wood,
among the shaviage and sawdust of his father’s workshop.

Years pasecd away, Many school boys had grown up to be men;
some, idle when scholars, were gettng slowly on, and duncea were fuand
to be dunoes still. Some had gone 1o sea, beetuse oo wild and carcleas 1o
live on land, and had found vut, when too late, that wise men atill think

asere is nothing like a rod for the back of a funl.  JBut our young carpen-
ter is far away, liviog in a strange-looking little toomn, 1n & town ou the
borders of China. e §anot a carpenter now, but 3 man of exiensive
loarsing—a missionary of the crose, sent out thete by a Society in Lon.
doa. 1t was no easy task he had undertaken ; for he wan the only I'ro-
temtant imisslonary in all that immense empire 3 he was not able to preach
te the people in their own tongue, and even if he had, the Government
would pot have allowed him. They would not permit him to go fsr-
ther in the country, and it was only by stealth he coutd live where he
was. But, from s boy, he had learned to overcome ditliculuies; and he
was not 10 be baflled now. Fora long tne he bad often to hide hime-
seit all the day, and ouly venture out at uight. At length by great per-
severance, he mastered the strange, ditficult, Chinese language, trans.
lated the whole Bible into it; and wrote a large dictionary for jhe use
of other misslonasies who might come atier Lum. *

At last the Bible being ttanslated into Chinese, chapters of it were
printed off and given to the people. But they would not believe it.—
Bome tore them up, threw them away; others burnt them in the fire;
and some even mocked the missionaries as fanatics and fools.  But God
had not forgotten them ; for, atier & time, the clouda hegan to break, and
atreaks of daglight to appesr. A mau, called Leang Afa, was employed
ia printing the Secriptures; and althongh a wicked idolater at first, he
was eventually brought 10 & knowledge of the Saviour, He became a
new man, chasjed by the spirit of God ; and s0 precious was the Saviour
to him, 00 happy did he feel ea one of the Lord's freemen, that he longed

* to make koown the blessed Gospel to his Heathen countrymen. He scon
became 2 good misslonary himeclf, wrote tracis and printed them, and
-’M weat from place to place, seatiering * the good seed of the Word.”
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1tut some police.men, heating what he was daing, seized all his print.
log-bncke and tencts, and thiew poor Afa into prison.  The missionaties
tned 1o get him  our, and although they paid a fine for h.s frredom,
his cruel | =mreentors wonld not let him go until he reccived thirty stenkes
on the back with a bamboo cane, covering it with wounda and blood. Put
all this did not discourage him 3 God bleesed hix Iaboure, first in the con.
vereion of his wife,and thien of some of hisfriende. Tn 1834 Afa and three
of his feicnds went to the exammntion of n Chinese schnol ata place ealled
Canton,  ‘T'ley atood before the door of the Hall and gave & tenct 10
every one who would take it. ‘They gavo away ten thousand, Tw,
poor men, they socn hed to suffer for this, Onc of them was killed,
another was ettielly braten, and Afe wag pind 10 make his ercape. Their
work wasuat in vaine=no one can tell even ver how mach good was
done ; a spatk was let fall that day which God wae afterwarda to blow
up into a geeat famne,  Many of the tracts were, no doubt, soon destruy.
ed, Lul not el One student tovk i home.  He road it carefully, and
it left & deep imptession on his mind.  He wished 10 know more abeut
God and about Jesus  Long aftetwards he tnet with a missionary, who
gave him further fnstruction. e went home, and, like Afa, began to
teach hia fricnida,  ‘They oo, believed, and gave up their idole.  Others
joined them, umil there was a lnrge company.  But soon they were per.
recure !y forhidden to pruy to Jesue, or speak to others in his name,—
Home were behveaded, othere put in prison, and all s ervelly treated that
at Iass they wrere foined to defend themeelves.  They fought, and conquers
ed ; and from one place to another they hare gone making war against
their cpuel upptessors, breaking down the Heathen temples, and casting
the idols into the sea! They pray to God, many of them believe in Jeowe,
and they have printed~the only portion of the Bible, we fear, that \bfz
have,~the first twenty-cight chapters of Genesin; and sotne other goc.
books they have themselves wntten, It is cxpected they will sron 1w
the king leom hus theone, and, if God gives them light, destroy the idolatry
of China, and prociain her to be free!

You ree how wonderful are the ways of God ; liow great things Hecan
bring out of small begimmings! And all this we can trace back 1o the poor
cntpenter-boy, Robertecaticrwagds 1r.—Motrison.

Now, thia is the reason why we wish, at once, 10 send o many Bibles
to China.  ‘I'hese people cannot succeed without the Rible—China will
never be free without it—souls will never be saved. But send them
this glorivus Bible, this * Jamp eand light,” and the darkness of that land
will flee, their dumb idols it * will utterly abolish ; and the voice of joy and
rejoicing shall be heard in the tabernaclea of the righteous. 1s not this
worth an effort 1—=a noble, wigarous effost? Surely it is. And it in
an eflert in which allminy join—the youngeat boy or the oldest man, With
a field 20 wide before ua,—teeming with dark. imptisoned soule, seeking
light and hiberty,—they must have Hoathen hearts, cold as the dumb idols,
who would not pray, and give, and gather,to help on n work so glorious !
Reader have you donic all you can, or is it not poseible to add a listle
wote to what you have already done 1— Engliak Pres. Mess.

TIHE JEWISH PEOYLY, *

Anevenything rolating to the Jowish people, who have been so ro-
markablo for thew peculiar calamities, will bo of interest 10 many of our
readers, wo will subjoin a schedula of their present numerieal force, com-
piled with consderable labor and cato from the different journals and
rocords it our command, setting forth the number of the Hebrew popu-
lation in the world, together with the authoritics from whose data we
arrive at the total eatimate :—

Under the dominion of tho Grand Seignor .......... 2,800,000
State of Parbary...... ceriiiiviceniesneisieeesnens 1,000,000
In Poland, beforo the Partition, 1775, cceiencectsenee 2,600,000
In Russia, comprehending Moldavia and Wallachia 2,500,000
In different States in Germany...covviieenessencene 1,500,000
In Holland and Belgium ........c.. veesennennens 400,000
In Sweden and Denmark..... 50,000
1a France ........ weerssansseonnaresnceses 00,000
In Great Britain and her dependencies .....c coee..ee 290,000
In the Italing States....ciniireniiies covesnnrrn-snveons 500,000
In the United States.....o.cccct - oevvnnnicnnnniinnens 60,000
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