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One of the most exciting subjects before the Assembly was the ¢ dustralian
Union Question.” Mr. Miller of Vietoria attempted to obtain a seat in the
Assembly as Cowmissioner or delegate from a Body ealling itself the Free
Synod of Victoria. The Committee on Bills refused to transmit his Commis.
sion.  The Assembly was overtured by many Presbyteries, and several Sy-
mods on the subject of the « Australinn Union.” Some prayed the Assembly
to favour the United Body, and some the dis inionists, while others prayed
that they might be both trented ulike. The Rev. Mr. Gibson, a Professor in
Glasgow, scems to have heen the champion of Mr. Miller’s party, while the
Teaders such ag Drs. Candlish, R. Buchanan, Bega, and Principal Cunningham
took the most decided stand in favour of the united body, and the terms of
Union. The Rev. Robert Rainy, the sucecssor Dr. Gordon in the High
Church, Edinburgh, moved the following deliverance on this subject :—

The General Assembly learn with high satisfiction that, in deference to the
-opinion expressed by last Assembly. and at the instance of the members of the
fate Free Church Synod of Victoria, the General Assewbly of the Presbytenan
‘Chureh of Victoria have unanimously and unreservedly rescinded the Aet passed
Ly the said Synod at Geelong in 1857, cutting off the dissentient brethren from
their body, and have in cordinl terms declured their readiness to weleome the said
‘brethren into their community : so that what last Assembly wus led to helieve to
be the chief, if not the only serious ebstacle to the reunion of the said brethren
with those fromn whom they are now separated, is happily removed. The General
Assembly regret, however, to find that the dissentient brethren still entertain
grave ohjections on other grounds, which seem to them sufficient to prevent them
from abandoning their position of separation. ‘Uhe General Assemnbly adhering
10 the resolutions of former Assemblies in 1838, 1859, 1860, continue to acknowledge
the United Church, now called the ¢ Preshyterian Church of Victoria,’” asstanding
jn the plice of the Synod of the Free Church, which has been incorporated with it,
and entited, in that character, to such countenance and support as this Chorceh was
in the babit of affording to the said Synod in 1ts former condition. The General
Assembly fully adit the right of the dissentient brethren to judge for themselves
whether or not they can comscientiously enter into the union now consumuwated,
or are to continua to dissent ¢rom swid union. The General Asscmbly further ad-
mit the liberty of ministers and probaticners, at their own discretion, to join in
ecclesiastical fellowship with the dissentiens brethren ; and, in the ovent of the
dissenticnt brethren remaining a separate bady, the Assembly declure that, 1f they
abstain from cltiming the position formerly occupied by the ¢ Free Presbyterian
Church of Victoria,” and now acknowledged by this Church to belong to the Pres-
hyterian Church of Vietoria,” this Chureh will be ready to enter in such friendly
intercourse with them, aza Church, as is consistent with this Charch’s past and
present condition.””  Mr Rainy contended that it was impussible for the Free As-
sembly to recognize the two hurches side by side in accordunce with the actual
standard of the Free Church. ‘I'he Assembhly had already recognised and entered
into ecelesiasticul fellowship with the majority as the *¢ Preshyterian Church of
Vietoria ;** and he held that they could not, without renouncing ellesiastical ful-
Jowship with shat budy, enter into a siwilar connection with the minority.

Professor Ginsox’s motion, in amendment, was as follows :—

«*That this Assembly, having regard to the conscientious convictions of the
brethren who feel themselves precluded from entering into the union recently con-
summated in Australia, recognise them as a Church in ecclesinstical fellowshiyp
with the Free Church of Scutland.’

A considerable number of members addressed the house, but the great
speech on the question was wmude by Principal Conxixenay who disposed of
the difficulties raised by Mr. Gibson. On the vote being taken there appeared
841 for Mr. Ruiny’s motion and only 64 for Mr. Gibson's amendinent. It is



