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One of' the most excîting subjccts before the Asscmenbly ivas the 1 1Australiait
UJnion Qutestion." MNr. à1ller of' Victù3ria attemptcd to obtaini a scat in the
As:wm-nbly as Comnîissioncr or delegate fromn a Body calling itself the rrc
Synod of' Victoria. The Oomnmittec ort Bis rchiused to transmit his Commiiis.
sion. The AXS.embly was overtured hy niany Prcsbyterics, and severai Sy.
cnods on the sstiýcet of th l" Au.stra!iani Uniion." Some praycd the Assenibly
'te flvour the Uttitcd Body, and some the dis inionists, while others prayed
Ii;t they niight be both trentcd alikec. 'T'he Rey. Mr. ýGibson, a l>rofessor in
'Gla.QgoV, seciîîs te have heen the chamîpion of Mr. M1,i1lcr's party, while thec
le:îders such as Dis. Caindlish, I. Buchanain, Bcgg. aîid Principal (Junninghami
took the ue,ost decideil stand in filvour of' the uitcd body, and the ternis of'
Union. The .Rev. Rtobert Rainy, the succ2sor Dr. Gordon in the H3 igIh

Chiich, diîî ,rà, inoved the lollowing deliverance on this subct:-

The Generai Aseecmbly learn witlî Iigh satisfac~tion that, in d4ference to the
.opinion expressed by last Assemly. and at tic instance cf the innhers of the
bite Free Clitrehi Synod of Victoria. the Gerid Assenibly of* the Pi-ebyteriau
-Church of Vietoria have unaniîoously and ninreservcdly rcided the Act; passed
,by the siiid Synod at Geelongr ini 187, entting, off the dssnient brethîren frain
-thîcîr body, and hiave irn cordiaLI ternis diclttrcd their readiness te weleoîîîc th sýi
,bretlncn into their eoinninnity :so that what last Aeseinbly was led t0 helieve to
te the chief, if not the only serions obstacle ta the reunion of tlue said brethiren
%vith those fioin whonî thcy are now separated, ishappily rcînoved. he General
Asscîinhly regret, however, to Eind that the dissrntient brethiren stili entertain
grave ohjectiuîns on otiier grounids, whieh seeni ta them, sufficient ta prevent thieni
froin zihaiidoning tlxei> position of separ'ation. The Cieneral Asseinhly adlîering
to tlic rts>1 n ionist)rffrner Asseiniblics un 1858, 1859, I SO0, continue ta ackno%%led.,e
the United Chuurchu. na'v called the -6 Pres)yueriizn Chunrch ot' Victoria," asstnnding
in> the place of'the Synud of' the Frce Chnrelh, whîich hau heen iricurporated w'ith it,
wîid entitied, in that chlaracter, tcu sieh countenance and supportas this Chrh wva
in> the ba:hit vf ;iffordiîîg tii the said Svnod inii t: fluriner condition. The t3eneral
Aseecinhly fully admit the righit of the dissentient bretluren tojudge fer theunselves
whethcr ojr not thcy car> eonscientiaîîsly enter iîuto the union nuw consunîated,
or are 10 eontinne to dissent fromn said union. 'Ple Gencral Asscmhbly further ad-
mait the libertv of ministers and prohaittîners, at their own diburetion, to join in
ecclesiastieal iellowslip with the dissentient brcthren ; and, ir> the oivent of thue
<lissentient bretliren remnaininga separate boudy, tie Assieily deciare Unit, if they
alîstain Iioiri elaiuîing the position forîncrly occupied l'y the ' Frc Preshyterian
Chîurch of Victoriat,' urnd -nowv acknowledged by this Church te helong to the P1res-
hyterian Cliurch of Victoria,' this Chîurch wvil ho rcady ta enter in such friendly
iutercourse with themn, ais a Oh'nirch, aus is consistent with thi4 Charch's puîst and
present condition." Mr Rainy contended thuit it wns inipossihie for the Free As-
6enihly to recognize th-t two '/'Iîurclies side hly side in accoTdatice %vith the aetuna-l
staîndard of th Fre Chntrch. 'lihe Atiseaihly had already reco!-,nist!d an>d entered
irîto ecclesiasticaI ffllowship with the niiajority as the IlPreshyterian Church o)f
Victouria ;*" and hie field that they cotild not, without renounicing ellpsiascieal lel-
lowsliip ivith zhat body, enter into a siaiih;tr connection witlî the zninority.

IProfessor GmnsoN's motion, in amndment, was as follows :

-"That this Asoerblv, iuaving regard te the conscientious convictions cf tile
hrethren 'who feel theitielves preclnded fruai entcring iuîto the union recently con-
isaîmmated in Australia, recogniuse theun as a Ohurch in ecclesiastical fellowsliip
with the Free Oiiurch of Scatland."

A corsiderable number of members addressed the bouse, but the great
speech on the question w-as ma;de by- Principal CUNNINGHAM Who disposed of
'the difficulties raiscd by Mr. Gibson. On the vote being taken there apýeared
3-11 for Mr. ltaiuîy's motion and caly 64 fbr Mr. Gibson's ainendinent. It is

«gloille alib jorctgit Ercorb.


