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christian liberality to be worked in our
congregations and out-stations? In what
way are our people to be stirred up to o
sense of the duty which they owe to God ¢
Nune of our Church Schemes ges the sup-
port that they ought to get from the mem-
bers Jf the Church. FEvery year, and
several times dering tho year loud com-
plaints fall upon our ears, and those that
have any sense of personal responsibility
cannot but acknowledge that the complaints
are weil founded. In the first place minis-
ters are 1o do their duty in teaching and
enforcing what scriptuce says on this topic.
Ifthey neglect this part they cannot say
that they have declared the whole counsel
of God. I am of opinion that thereis a
great amount of false, or at all events,
backward and to some extent criminal,
modesty manifested by ministers on this
question. I am well aware of the cry that
is raised when we speak of liberality from
the pulpit, namely, that we are mercenary,
&c., &c., but that cry should have very
little effect on our presching and teaching.
Thave never known & man whose opinion
was worth anything, that was reputed for
generous liberality or breadth of thought,
to join 1n that shout. No Christian wouid
dare to make an accusation of that kind
against an honest man, I have heard the
cry from the worldly, the selfish, the narrow-
minded,the miserly, from thoese whose hearts
are no larger than nut shells, but from the
map upon whom I look as adding real
strength to the congregation,—never. The
whole truth as taught in the Word of God
isto get due prominence from us, and the
grace of liberal giving as much as any
other. And in the second place the minis-
ter's hands ought to te strengthened by the
action of the Presbytery in the same direc-
tion. Is it not a legitimate part of the
Presbytery’s work to see that each charge
under its care, whether it be a fully or-
ganized congregation or omly a mission
station, whether under the superintendence
of a pastor or vacant, contributes more or
less to all our mission schemes? No one
will affirm that surveillancs of that kind 18
not within the sphere of Presbytery’saction.
If that were done faithfully and systemat-

ically there would be fewer blanks on the
roll of mission contributions. There are
many cases that I could name where the
congregation or section of the corgregation
is not 80 much to blame as the minister, or
where there is a vacancy, the Presbytery.
Whether a uniform mode of precedure
could be edopted throughout all our Pres-
byterics and districts may be & matter of
dispute, but action of some kind onght to
be taken, on that there can bo no dispute.

Much may be said as to the most effec-
tive mode which the minister and session
are to adopt in raising the contributions.
My ideul on this point is the method which
was adopted in the days of Moses when
the tabernacle was to be made. ¢ This is
the thing which the Lord commanded, say-
ing, take ye from among you an offering to
the Lord ; whosaever is of a willing heart,
let him bring iy, an offering of the Lord.”
That is to say, the office-bearcrs of the
congregation appoiat & place to which the
contributions are to be brought on a certain
day, and each oneis so conscious of his
personal responsibility to the Head of the
Church, that he brings or sends his gitt in
proportion to his means at the appointed
time, That is the beau-ideal in the modeof
giving, and I do not despair of sceing the
day when,that shall be the uniform plan;
when whatever the church needs for any of
her schemes shall be provided promptly on
demand. But we are not prepared for that
method yet, our spiritnal education is too
imperfect. The taking up of collections on
a given day at the Sabbath services isa
sort of compromise of that scriptural
method. I find onc objection in many
places to collections. In the imperfect.
ecclesiastical economy that prevailsin these
Provinces the ordinary Sabbath collections-
are an important source of revenue to the
ordinary funds, hence if collections for-
missions or benevolent purposes are made:
often, the ordinary church funds suffer con~
siderable diminution. To avoid that evil.
the following device is followed. On a.
certain day in the year envelopes are placed.
in the pews and the people are requested to-
meke their contribations to all the schemes:
atonce. This while it works well in'somie:



