
1870.Zb ýflg 0mC anib _41eigxt 3Bemb.

christian liberality ta ho worked in onr
coîîgrcgations and out-stations ? la what
way aie our people ta ha stirrcd uji ta a
sensu of the daity 'vhicis they owe to God 1
Nunc af aur Churci Sciienses gos the sup-
port tiiat they ought ta get irom the mom-
bers )f the Chiurchi. Every ycar, and
several tituas duriug the year loud coisn-
plaints fail upon our cars, and those that
have any sense ai persoaa rcsponsibility
cannot but acknowlcdge that the complains
are weiI foundcd. In the first plae minis-
ters are wa do their duty iu tcaciîing and
enforcing what seripture says an this tapic.
If they negilct titis part they canriot say
that tltey have declared tise whole counlsel
of God. I arn of opinion that thera is a
great amauint of Jalse, or at all cvents,
backward and ta soma exteut criminal,
modcsty manifcstcd by ministers on this
question. 1 arn weil aware of tise cry tisat
is niised wlicn wve spcak aof liberality frin
the pulpit, namely, that we are mcrcenary,
&c., &e., but that cry should have very
littie effect an Our proacising and teaching
I have neyer known a man whose opinion
was worth anytiîing, that was reputcd for
generous liberality or breadth ai thought,
tojoin in that about. No Christian wvould
dare ta make an accusation ot that kind
against an hioncst mans. I have hecard the
cry frons the svorldly, the selfish, the narrow-
miuded,thc miscrly, iroin those wvhose hecarts
are no largor than nut shoils, but from the
man upon wvhoin I look as adding real
serengtlî ta the cangrcgation,-nevcr. The
whole truth as taughit in the Word of Gad
is ta go: due promninence froni us, ani the
grace, of liberal giving as mucis as any
other. Andin lthe second place the minis-
ter's lands ought ta bc atrengtliened by the
action af tise Ps-csbytcry in the samee dire-
tion. la it nat a legitimate part oi the
Preshytery's; %wrk ta sc that each charge
under its care, witether it be a fully or-
ganizcd congregatian or only a mission
station, wlsether under the auperinteudoîsce
ai a pastar or vacant, contributos mare or
less ta ail aur mission scemes 1 No ane
wilI affina that surveillance ai that kind is
Dsot within the sphere ai Proshytery's action.
If that werc donc faithfully and systemat-

ically thocre would bo fevcr bianka on the
roll oi mission contributions. Thoera are
mnny cascs that 1 could name whcrc the
congregation or section af the cor.,gre-atioss
la nat s0 mueh ta blame as the minister, or
wvisre thora is a vacancy, tise Prcsbytcry.
lVhethcr a uniiormn mode ai precedure
could bu adopted throughout ail aur Pres-
byteries and districts may ho a mnatter ai
dispute, but action ai some kind ouglit ta
ho taken, on that tisera can ba no dispute.

Much may bo said as ta tise usost effec-
tive mode wvhich the minister and session
are ta adapt lu raising the constribhutions.
My ideal on this point is tise mcthoù which
was adopted in tise days of Moses wvhen
tise tabernac-le %vas ta ho made. 1«Thîis is
thc thing whichi the Lord commaîsded, say-
ing, take yc irasn among yon an offening ta
the Lard; wvhosoever is ai a willing heart.
lot hlm bi-ing iL, an offering Of tbe Lard."
That is to say, the office-bearers af thec
congregation appoint a place ta wlsich the
contribuions ara ta he hrought an a certain
day, and each one is 8o consciaus of bis
pcrsonal responsibility ta the Hlead ai the
Cisurcli, that lie brings or sonda bis glas in
proportion ta lus mens at tise appointed
tinie. Tlîat is tise beau-ideal la tue modeaf
giving, and 1 do flot despair ai scoing the
day whenthat sihail ha the uniform plan ;
wvhcn wvhatover the ciîurch needs for any ai
lier sciomos shail bc provided pramptly an
damaud. But we are flot prepared for that
methad ye:, Our spiritual educatian la tac.
imperfect. The taking up ai collections an
a gîvon day ut the Sabbath services is a
sort ai compromise af that scriptural
method. I find ana ohjection ini mnxy
places ta collections. lu the imperfeet.
ecclesiasticssl economy tisat prevails in these
Provinces thse ordinary Sahhath collections.
are an important source af revenue ta the
ordinary funds, honce if collections for-
missions or benevolent purposos are madei
oftcn, thse ordinary church funda suifer con-
aiderahie diminution. To avoid that evil.
thse folloiwing device is iollawod. On a.
certain day in tise year envolopes are placed-
iu thse pews and. the people are reqnested tco-
make thoir contributions ta ail tho sçhemnese
at anco. This whle it works well in!somne
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