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wils at. thre rate, of £150. sterling, or, il]
rounrd fig-ures, soveni hundred dollars*, pei
ton. I'revious to tb.is wve bad been incliiuod
to tako credit to ourselves for greai
self-denial in decidling Vo walk the whlol
distance, having our luggage çarried:
so that 1 au well recali to niiid thèE
st>rong revuision. of feeling consequent
upon i'ealizing the enorrnity of Vhs (loin-
and, and th(3 mlnserably reduced auid uni-
xesponsive condition of Our uniitcd ece
quer. Why, tire thing was simly imnpos-
sible, for wve could no more have raised
seven hundred dollars t.han paîd our pas-
sage back homne again, w i aV~ wou1d
h1ave done thàrt day, had tiey but been
able. Here was a difficulty wve hiad flot
calculated upon, for thougli Vire distance
was not really great, yot ru consequenice
of the heavy and incessant spring rains, aIl
tre lino of travel from --Melbourne tp thre

"digins"(at that tirne thiere wvcro nu
distinctly detined anrd properly mnade
roads) was iii sucir a state, tirat ordi-
xrary drays took froin six weeks; Vo twvo
inontîrs in. making thre trip; ini fact, on
our rvay tmp, we passed many of tlmemn
hopelessiy sunk Vo tire aesin tire soft
and spongy surface, --vith the draynien
permanemrtly campedl alongside, daily con-
suming the very freight they -%vere carry-
3.ng, at so mucli expense, Vo tire stores in
thre interior.

A good night'fs rest somewhat restored
the mental and physical capýacities of tire
more hopeful of our number to rneet tis
tai. upon tireir energies, and we resolved,
that ia;ving corne --o far, nothing of an
ordiary nature should prevent our- going
tire remnainder of VChe distance, even
-tiougli -ve should ire obliged Vo carry
every Vhlng required upon. our backs.
-After considerable persuasion,we succeed-
,ed in impartiig a portion of tire saine
-s1)irit Vo the more despondent ones, and
at once proceeded to change ail our plans,
in order Vo carry out tis resolve, tire hrg-
gage of echd party being divided as equal-
ly as possible amongst its several mem-
bers. Now, in Auistralian pliraseology,
tiis mode of travelling, and carrying your
own luggage-tmat is, making a mule of
yourself-is Verrned IlSwagging " as tire
luggage 80 carried, is called tire IlSwag,"
whiclr is usually bound into two bundies

connected together by two straps, about
nine or ten ies apart, with matlrer a
larger interval. between the hundies.
Whion ready Vo make a start tire IlSwag-"
or double bundie is lifted up, and tlhe head
pasused throuigh between thle bundies, al-
lowing thre straps Vo rest iipon tho shôtuld-
cils, one bundle being supported on tuie
back of tihe shoulders, and tire otiei,-viiel
slloul(lalways bce tihe ligirter, resting uponi
tire chost. Arranged in this ianner, it
is reaily astonisin tire wveigtami
eau. carry, day after day, for quite a long
distance, vithout any extraordinary fa
tigue.

(Consequent upon having "V o Swag(,"
everything, we were compelled to leave
many thinge behind, Virat under other
cîrcunistances, wvould have been consid-
ered indispensable, but Lad now beconie
luxunies, and so ve had Vo content ourselve,;
'viti thre barest of banc necessaries, le.r-
ing, tire reurajîder of our uggein store
-at at cost of one shilling per week, foir
eaci seperate trunk or box. Thre panty
of whiclr I was a member compnised 'six,
persons, representing as many distinct
lôcalities lu Canada, and, wlieu oui
IlSwags " -%ene apportionied Vo, eaclr idi.
vidual inember, tire utter despain -%itit
which I ¶rontemplated. niy share, cone,
back upon my inemory almost as fnesi
as on that wvretchied day. However.
being comi-ùitted too far Vo draw back at
tirat late date, I mrade a virtule of tie
necessity, and at once tested mny power
by placing Vire load upon my shouldem
Vo sec if it were possible Vo bear it over
tire long and dreary road before me.

Tire trial was moderately satisfactory:
and as many of mny readers would ne
doubt like Vo hcan -virat a digges ISla
%vas composcd of in Virose early days o:,
Vie Australian digginigs, I will give,fro
recollection, as exact an inventory as po.
sible of my own particular load ; prelni.
ing by saying, that, as the Vent of ezcc
party was as mucoi as one person coul
carry, the Vent carrier ts individual IlSwa
Lad Vo, be divided equaliy between t
other inembers of thre party. My lo3l
then consisted of one pair of blanket
one woolleu rug, one overcoat, one spi
red shirt, au extra sot of woollen und
clothing, aur extra pair of donV-mentio
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