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Tho following 1nteresting contnbutwa to the
Country Qentleman, on this subject, is from tho pen
of Hon. Georgo Geddes i~

“In your paper of the 20th November, you say,
* Wo have frequently expressed surprise at tho iv-
creasing neglect with which this important grain ap-
pears to be treated by our farmurs gencrally,” and
you ask for the reasons

“There is an unexplained something about the
growing of barley that appears to govern its proidue-
tion Formerly, barley was raised in great quantities
in New England, and in the eastern part of New
York , now very littlo is raised cast of Utica, Thirty
years ags, the south part of the County of Onondaga
1ade barley a leading crop ; now but few acres are
thero devotud to it Bug lately the county of Jef-
fursun rais 1 barley that had ahigh reputation in the
washiet, & 1 now the “fancy bramls’ must be raised
on the shuies of the Bay of Quinte, Canada  So few
mon govern the priccof barley, that they are able to
allow thur imaginations full play, and pay about as
suits them. Last year (1872), sivty cents was the
price, this year, in defiance of the panic, the prices
aro much lugher—nearly double last year  There is
no staple produced by our farmers whose market

rico is 80 capricious. Very often a bushel of bar-

oy will scll fur as much, or ¢ven more, than a bushel
of good wheat. Wae onco 8.!? our crup, in a year of
good yicld, at $2 per bu.l. 1 Tho next year the
crop was short, but what Lulde there was, would
bring at the most, seventy £ o cents a bushel. ‘Tke
large crop of the one year remained, so much of it,
an the hands of tho malsters and brewers, that they
appeared determiued to indemnify themselves b
paymg a low prico for the product of the unfruitful

ear,
¥ “To illustrate the irregularitics of the barley
markots, I take the quotations of this morning, Nov.
25th : Chicago—No. 2, §1.32; Bulalo—two.rowed
State, §1.23 5 (which is nine cents lower than No, 2
is at Chicagn) ; four-rowed at Butlulo, $1.40 for State,
aud $1.40 tor Canada grown , Syracusc, no buyers,
Albany—two rowed dtate, $1 37, four rowed Sate,
$1.55; No. 2 Canada West, 81,65, New York—Can-
ada East $1.60 , Ray Quinte, $1.75, Stato two-rowed
at §1.35 to $1.37,

“ Why docs Bay Quinto rased barley sell at 15
cents moro por Lushel-than Canada .East? Mach
mquiry has clicited the statomont from the brewers
.that thoreis an unknown somcthing in tho soil or
climate, or in both, that gives a finer flavor to the
beer made from the barloy of the Bay Quinte, than
from that raiscd anywhere clse; just as tobacco
raisad in Connecticut has somecthing about it, that

tho consumers prefer to tobacco rased from the same |

secd o tho cenural part of tho Stats of New York.
This 1s the final solution given to this matter, after
trymyg for years to find out tho facts. Barley 1s
mostly made into beer, and whoever, in this country,
engages 1o 1its pruduction, should know the usc that
will be made of 1t, and the growers may as well un-
derstand that the fancics and whims of the driakers
of beer will govern the prices of dilferent grades of
barley, as tho smokers govern tho prices of ‘American

réwlxl’m?ba‘l:cl? o s ], and a cold, wet chimate.

S Bacloy hikes a claycy soil, and a cold, wet chima

Somu-lmi is the effect of soil; that in Eoglend “tzm

farmers of warm, gravelly lands, ar obliged to pro.
curo tharseed from the strong, * claycy lands;
and the product of the wamm Ia.. in England
called tho *rath-ripe,’ and tho prod:  of tho colder
lands is called the ¢ common.’

** A season that is good for raisng. ..ncomisa
bad onofor barloy. The hot days in June and July,
that are so beneficial to the maizo, are not good fur
tho barley ; and it is not often that the same farm
produces maximum crops of Indian co.n and barley
the same yzar.

“To secure a good prico for barley, or ither to
havoe 1t of the best grade that any soil sn. climate
can produce, great caro 1s required 8o to hadle it in
harvest, and 1n so housing the crop, asnot tv  aveit
get injuved by wet weather. ¢ Black ends,”  Lhey
are_called, really mjure the grain, and desirey its
malting qualities. The grain should reman in the
mow somo weeks, that the heating may all be over
beforo threshiag. Thus the grain will bo entirely
dry, and the color good, 1f no mjary was suffered in
the ficld, and the crop went into the barn as dry as
it should be.

** Threshing should be done with care ; the tecth
of the machine should not have sharp cdges, and
then run so close as to cut the kerneds. ~ Cutting the
grain not only spoils so mach as s broken, but in
ualting, theso cut grams not only will not sprout,
but they mold, and 'injure several grains that come
n contact with them.  This mjures the beer.

** Following the example of the English farmer,
let tho sced cunstantlly renowed by procuring it
from the places where the best grado 18 produced.
Havo it frec from oats, or any other foul seed ; sow
early, sclecting tho atrongest clay soils ; harvest and
thresh with care, and put the grainn the best poar-
ton, and take all the uncertainties of the market.
Sometuncs the crop will be very profitable, but gen-
crally not more so than other farm productions. In-
asmuch as all that 1s imported from other countries
may bo said to go to tho making of beer, the makers

Y 1 of tanfls might lay & heavy duty on tho preduce of

forexgn countnes, and thereby givo our farmers somo
{ protection,’ aud oppress nobody—perhaps indirectly
help the causo of temperance.™

Value of Ashés for Potatces.

On a small patch of land which 1 have cultivated
this scason to potatocs, ashes were apphed n the
hill at the rate of sixty bushels to the acre, 3avo on
one row, which was left for the purpose of compar:-
son. On this no ashes were applied. On diggin
the potatocs, those trom the row wathout ashes, an
also those from tho two adjacent rows were wet hcfl,
Computing the yicld for an acre of eacbh, the follow-
ing is tho result :—

Largo Potatocs.  Small Potatocs.
Bushala Busheis Bushals.-
One acre without ashos, ... 163 52 o0
One acro with ashes...... .2W 37 "B

If wo takointo the account only the largoe potatocs,
the thirty-two bushels ganed by using ashes at sixty
cents per bishel, would amount to $19 20. This
sum divided by 60, tho number of bushels of ashes
to the acre, gives thurty-two cénts per bushel as thar

value. Allowing for the labor of applying the ashes,’

and algo for the cxcess of small potatocs from the
gmund upon which no ashes wero-applied, it would
o 8afo to regdrd tho valuo of tho ashes at about
twenty-fivo cents per bushel.
"Tho ashes were from wixed wood, about two-thirds
soft wood, and onc-third hard wood. It ix mére than

probablo that from tho dryuoss of tho season:tho |

20,

Total. {*
220 | of decp plonghing comes up once 'in awhilein‘Eng.
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beneficinl effects of the ashes in the soil have not
yet been fully realized.  During tho growing season,
the row without ashes could not have been selected
by the appearance of the tops. The two lots of go-
tatoes have not yet been compared as to quality for
tablo use. Those, however, which have been tested
from Jand to which ashes were applicd, are excellent.
The Orono potate was used for the experiment, —3L
C. B\, in Muine Farmer.
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Mr, Harrig' Corn Ciop.

In our notice last summer, of a visit to the farm
of Joseph Harns, near Rochester, ne briclly men-
tioned a fine 15 acre corn ficld, which had then been
harrowed four times broadcast with a smoothin,
harrow, and was receiving the fifth dressmg wi
tho cultivator. Our own cxpenicreo 18, that stirring
the surface once a week, or oltener_through tho sca-
son, adds from ten to twenty bushcls per acre to the
corn, and we are thercfore not surprised wher. Mr.
Harnis reports seventy bushels per acro from that
field, in a late numberof the Agriculturist, Hestates
that the land had been o badly run down ficld,
weedy and stony ; plowed last fall, and againin the
spring, getting out all t* ~ ctones practicable—har.
rowed and rolled. “The following 18 hus account of
the crop :—

“The corn war dnlled n, 33 feet apart, with a
gramn dnll. It was harrowed four tumes after plant.
ing, with Thomas' smoothing harrow, and cxltivated
nino times, Tho expense of cultavation was abous
as follows :

Fall ploughing with three horses 3 00 per ac
Slpring ploughing. .. . 300 do.
Harrowing three times 100 do.
Rolling, 5c. ; drilling, 50¢ . .. . 75 do.
Four harrowings with smoothing

harrow .. . OV . 100 do.
Cultivating nine timnes ..« 373 do.
Hoeing . . . - 150 do.
Cutting up corn . . 22  do.
Husking~—6 cents por bushel of ears. 8 40 -do.
Drawing stalks, &¢ <. cures coenees - 1 35 do.

§26 00"

The cultivating is put down at a low cost, as the
horso went only once between rows at a time.
net profits per acre, allowing 60c. per bushel, and
three tons stalks at §10, are estimated at §46 per
acre, or.$690 for tho 15 acres. The ficld was one of
tho cleanest wo over saw, which was largely owing,
no doubt, to tho four dressigs with the smoothing
harrow, all of which cost onl 1{ ono dollar per acre.
Mr Harris says that Mr Phillips, of Michigan, pro.
nounced it tho cleanest figld he over aaw.—Comntry
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SupsoiLING V8. DrEv ProvaminG.—The quostion

land, by the‘statement beingmade thatall he far
tility of.tlie soil hes within four or five'inches of the
surfaco, and that.to plough deeper will bring up the
**cold stulf ** It does scem, however, that on’ cold
clay soils, a farmer'is likely to be ruined by plovgh.
g deep, "but not - by subsoiling, and it is important
80 consider-thiss difiorence. By deep ploughing un.
fertile and dormant clay may be brought to the sur.
tace, bnt by subsoiling, tho roots’ of plants:can de.
scend deeper, and in a yearor so the cold-clay, be.
comes -fertile, when deeper ploughing'can:be done
with great advaotage: A gtm}[‘)lo bscrvanco of hiy
7

0
rule would do away with much-noodloss spoculation,

and form asafoguide ~¥ Y. Tﬁ‘ia.



