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Italian Bees.

Now that it has been soms tane since the
lalian bees have boen introtuced iuto
Canda, we ave better preparved to ~peake of
theif nieits as compared w.th oue native
bew,

That they are deserving of all that has been
claimed for them we do no wot believe: but
that they are superior to the common bee, und
make with them aun excellent cross, there can
be no douts [t has beea cluimed for the
lralians it they gather freely from red
clover; such, however, i3 not the rate. There
are ecircumstances under wiich they will
work quite freely upon the secoal crop of
red clover, and possibly upon the fizst crop,
ifit be somewhat dwaried in its growih; bat
such inatances will be found to be rave, and
they never work as freely upon red clover-
cven when it is most favourable for them to
do 80, as they do upon either white or Alsike
clover.

It is certain, bowever, that they gather
more honey, owing no doubt to the great pro-
liicness of thelr queens causing hives to
becotn more numerousty popalited, and to
their greater ae ivity. That the pure Itnlians
are more peaceable, when not provoked,
there i< o 4 »ahty they will, however, defend
their s vres {rom robber bees with far greater
vigour, and it itrttated by rougu handling
until theiv vindictiveness i fuliy aroised,
they are more difffenlt to subda: or control.
It i3 true, however, that widi proper care
they are more easily mazaged. They are
hardy, and will cadurs wsre cold . than
the common bee, hence will be found work-
ing more freely in cool weath.r,

All that can be said of the pure Itdians is
ermally true of the cro8 betaeen them and
our cummon bee, except that the hybrid
ave more wicked thai even oar nat ve bucs;
hat as regards the proliticacy of thelr queens
and their disposition to Jabour. they have no
superiors, For this reason ulone the intro-
duetion of pure Ltatiang is desivable, in order
that the stock may be improved.

J. 11, THOMAS.

Brookiin, Ont,
———— AP s

Pea Meal for Pollen.

——

To the Editor.

St ~Your beeloving fricads witl, I am
sure, feed geateful for a tittde bit of infurma
tion conceraing a discovery I made last
spring. Thad seen a statement in various
agricultural papers and bee journals that
rye.meal was a very good and acceptable ar-
ticle of food for becea in the early spring, be-
fore nature hiad opened her stores and spread
her bouateous table for their daily repast,
and had accordingly been at some trouble to
bunt up some rye.moals for the beaefit and

delectation of my wintered stock. Whuther it
war because this newspaper paragraph had
its origin in a mere theoretical notion df
xome editor, with a bee in his bonnst, or
whether it was because the bees needed to
he trined, like young calves, to their new
diet. 1do not know ; ity this I do know, |
could not tempt my hees to toach it,  With
all my e ving itwas no nge.  They slighted
my Kind endeavoary, and, metaphocically
spetking, tarned up their noses at the meal
of my providing. Howuevoer, ex nthilo nifiil fit
did uot prove trae this time, Having tried
Graliam ur with no better success, I, as o
last eliaree of getting ameal that would sait
theiy funciful tuste, put some pea-meal before
them, This they at once attacked most
heartily, and tbey continued to work in it,
whenever the weather was warm enough,
until there was o plentiful supply of polien.
My beesdid much better lust year than ever
befare, and much bettsr, I believe, than any
of my neighbours’ bees did last  year.
Whether, however, my success was due to
the peu-meal or not, I leave every one who
may care to iry it t) judge for himself aftor
trial.
Whituy. W. 0. I
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Bee Queries.

7o the Editor.

Sir.—The patent or double hive is now
guite common with farmers through this sec.
tion of the country, but in geuneral they ave
not thoroughly posted in the manugement
of bees.  The hive referred to is construeted
with sliding trames. for the purpose of taking
out the cards of comb, and avoiding the de-
struction of the old swarms of bees, Answers
1o the following gneries wonld be nceeptable
to otiiers besides myself i

1. Wit scason of the year i3 the proper
Gmne o take out the cards of comb, and not
futerfere with the egg or new comb that is
coming forth that season ?

2. Whut is the most convenient mode of
taking out the comb, 8o as to wveid iujury
fiom the bees during the operation ?

AL SPOOR.

Wolife Island, Apsil. 1569,

Lepry—Frame hives.properly consiracted,
allow the frames to be tuken out of the tup
of the hive, Sliding frame bhives are now
considercd objectivnuble, as they canuot ba
operated withvut more or less injury to the
bues,

Combs may be re:noved from a hive at any
time of the year, whenever it is desirable to
do su. In the spring it may be done for the
purpose of cleaning the hives and as.
certuining if the stock has a queen, and
plenty of honey. In the swarming scason,
for the purpose of making ariificial swarms,
taking honey, looking for moths or miller-
grubs, finding queens, &c., &e.  In the fall,
for the purpose of exchanging cards or combs
of weak stocks for those of strong stocks, aud
preparing the hives for winter g victrs 1t

mutiers not when the combs ure removed
from the hive, the eggs or swarimn will not be
affected  the combs are placed back again,

If Mr. Sgoor wishes to know when the
cotmbs may be removed for the purpose of
tiking honey, we answer, dating the honey
harvest, us soon as the outside cavds are
tilied and capped over. It would be of little
1t<¢ 10 retnove uny euinbs for honey exoept
the outgide ones, 8 ull orhers are more or
jess filled with ezes and yoang biood, which
would, of course, be destrosed” by removing
them from the hive and not returning thens
again, 1o hives of medium size the outside
¢arls coutair but Litde or no brood, and
when Alled with honey wmay be removed,and
emn'y frames put in their plices,

The proper manuer of operating with
frate hives i, fivst, 1o temove them from
ther stands o fow yards, wen blow a little
smoke iuto the uve, rappng lightly at the
sume time,  n ten ot fifcen minutes, often
much less, the bees will 411 themselves with
honey, when they may be operated with
safely and without difliculty.

We wonld refer Mr. Spoor to a small work
ot bees called the - Canadian Lee Keeper's
Guide,” which may be had fur 28c., post-
paid, eitber in the city of Toronto. or of the
publisher, Brookiin, Out. It gives full dit
rections for the management of bees in

frama bives.
ruma e J. H. THOMAS.

Bee Manuals -Italians,

Dr King, of St. Catharines, makes the fol-
lowing inquiries:—“I shall feel much obliged
if you will kindly inform wme, in the next
aumber of the Cavava FARMER, the best work
published on the culture and rearing of Bees;
also, if you would recommend the ftalium in
preference to the common bee.”

Axs.—It would be difizult to say which is
the best work on bee culture, as there are
severalgood workspublished. «Bee Keeping”’
by Quinby, or*Langstrothonthe HoneyBee,”
are bothexcellentworks. “Bee Keeping,” by
Quinby, is the more practical. Both of the
works can be had in this city (Toronto). As
a hand book the Canadian Bee Keeper’s
Guide™ Is wll that ¢ be desived. No bee-
keeper should be witsoutit, It can be got
in this city, or ot ths author. J. II. Thowmas,
Brooklia, Out.,, piic: 282 post-paid.

We would recemin zad the Italian Bee as
being more produciive aad beiter workers.
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Finre 1y Bep-Hive Facrony.—A steam mill
used partly as a bee-hive fuctory, owned by
Me. Nelsou Thowmas of Brouklin, was destroy-
ad by tire on the murning of April 100, The
lo3s of property was estimated at $3,500, and
the amount of insurance was only $1000.
There were in the building, manufactured
and under way, nearly 2000 bee-hives, all of
which were burned. In an adjoiniog build-
ing were storedsoms 200 hives, which were
saved. Mr., Nelson Thomas manufactured for
his uncle. Mr. J. H. Thowas. We understand
that, notwithstanding this heavy loss,it is ex-
pected that the demand forhives during the
eusuing season will be promptly supplied as
heretolure, us arrangemsents have been made
for resnming the wai'aetute iwmeedingaly. .



