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STILL UNEXPLAINED.

It should, and we may falrly assume,
would interest many citizens of Van-
couver not a little to learn accurately
what position the Vancouver, Victoria
and Eastern Railway and Navigation
Co. occuples towards the C. P. R. No
doubt Mayor Tempieton, as a director
and leading member of the former syn-
dicate, either knows this, or if he does
not know it, is able to form a tolerably
accurate advance concluston there
anent, but neither he nor any member
of Vancouver's civic deputation to Vic-
tcria has vouchsafed to his constituents
the slightest explanation on the matter.

Yet the citizens of Vancouver have
every right to know the position of the
Mayor and his colleagues in the case.
Clearly, it the Vancouver, Victoria and
BEastern Railway Co., or rather Syndi-
cate, is in opposition to the C. P. R—
as “‘on the surface” indicated—the City
Council of Vancouver is playing rather
fast and loose with the great railroad
company in the matter, since, whiist
professing readiness to meet the C. P.
R. at least half way, and in a friendly
spirit, as regards concessions asked,
they are, as & Councll, actively sup-
porting-What Sir 'Wm. Van Horne de-

- .tlsred.to be & hostile force to'the C. ¥,
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R. If, on the other hand, the rights
of the Vancouver, Victoria and 1Zastern
combination are again to be ‘placed
on the market,” and by the aid of men,
who know the C. P. R. welll to br
transferred for value to that Company,
there I8 an end to the rather wide-
spread notion, that in supporting the
Vancouver, Victoria and Eastern pro-
ject, there is implied the furtherance
of active competition to the C. P. R.,
and the promotfon of a necw and direct
line between the Coast and South Koo-
tenay, via Boundary Creek. The Mayor
and City Council of Vancouver, are, In
{act, on the horns of a dilemma. They
are efther incensistent in their atti-
tude to the C. P. R., or else Inconsis-
tent in thelr attitude towards those
who believe that the Vancouver, Vic-
toria and Eastern Rallroad men really

mean to establish a new and com-
petitive Coast-Kootenay Railroad
route.

Again, therefore, we ask, as regards
Mayor Templeton and his colleagues,
“Where are they at?" not speaking
politically, but as a journal naturally
much interested in the facilitation and
cheapening of the freight and passen-
ger transport services, between Van-
couver, the Boundary Creek country
and South Kootenay, which if satis-
factorily accomplished, means a large
further development of the trade of
the Coast cities and Victoria.

Meanwhile we note, that as has been
too usual in their case, the men of the
Vancouver, Victorla and Eastern Rall-
road syndicate were unprepared to give
to Premier Turner many very neces-
sary details, as to the financial and
general status and bhusiness policy of
their Company. This gave the Hon.
Mr. Turner excellent opportunity for a
temporising reply, pending doubtless
due consideration also of the claims ot
the C. P. R. and the Helnze group of
railroad capitalists. Verily our Pre-
mier and his colleagues of the Provin-
clal Ministry have before them no easy
nor pleasant task in deciding between
or rather among the various claimants
for railroad subsidies in respect of ser-
vices proposed to open up the Boun-
dary Creek country, and to connect it
on the one hand with Kootenay smelt-
ing points, and on the other with the
great trade centres of the Province.
Whatever the Ministerial decislion, big
irterests will surely be offended; and
feeling: oftended and aggrieved, mani-
fest their indignation somewhat prac-
tically In what -will be for them due
season, shottly to arrive, ‘

The situati
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vancouver City Councell, calls for very
neuch further and more detatled ex-
planation, than bas yet reen given.
Whoether this will be carly vouchsafed
seems sumewhat doubtful.  And sl
the “Mining Critic” holds, that in the
end, the C. P. It will be found as usual
“on top,” at the finish, and be the first
te met into and connect with the Coast
und the Kootenays, the fine copper-
gold reglon of Boundary Creek. ‘This
we belleve, because we know that the
means and methods of the great rail-
read are far veaching, and that of a
certainty. Sir Wm. Van Horne *‘means
business.” And when he and his collea-
gues mean husiness, ether in Eastern or
\Western Canada. they “do bhusiness.”
These are facts of practical railroad
politics. and not mere theoretic sug-
gestions of the platform, which the peo-
ple of British Columbia ought by now
to have Icarnt to estimate as regards
1aflroads ot least, at thelr full worth
—little or nothing. The enthusiast
spends his force for naught, the cynic
jromises much, that ke has no inten-
tion of performing, “‘gets there” if he
can, and when he has “got there,” sits
and does nothing to redeem his pledges.

THE RUSH TO CLONDYKE.

The Toronto ‘‘Globe” forecasts a rush
1nto Klondike this Spring of some 500,-
(00 gold-seekers, gold camp followers,
traders and others. In this we fer-
ivently hope, for the sake of human
happiness, and indecd we also belleve
that the “Globe's” estimate will be
falsified. We do, however, expect that
despite all warnings, some 100,000 peo-
ple will, early next year, set out for
the Yukon country. Of these, very
Iikely 25,000 will start from the United
Kingdom, another 25,000 from points in
Canada and Australia, and a remain-
ing host of 30,000 from the United
States. Neecdless to say, four-fitths
will, at an ecarly period, return disap-
pointed, for even Mr. Ogilvie—~whose
estimates are those of a somewhat
sanguine man atbeit an undaunted ex-
plorer and officer of proved worth and
integrity-—only apparently estimates
the gold yield of the accessible Yukon
at about $100,000,000. which he also
scems to think may be got out in ten
years, more or less. There are also
quartz formations bearing gold, but
those found up to date can scarcely
be worked to any profit in 80 hard,
cxpensive and cold a country as the
Yukob, since they are either of low
or moderate grade, and run only trem

o



