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"Ouch for the practical value of the honey bee
.~ Y Mascot to a cherry man. Other orchard-
'8 are watohing their experience with great
reat, and may conclude that, to succeed in
n Ty culture, a beehive and a chevry orchard
8% be planted side by side.
THR WEATHER
% ¢

hog 4T, has been favorable to the fall flow of
€Y. The bees are working right along up to
o te (Ayg. 22nd) on buckwheat, second crop of
.a;"v rn, golden rod, catnip, and other odds
eady, with the prospect of at least a week
ten days more of good work.
ALLEN PrINGLE.
Belby » Ont.
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°U Brood Combs Made Safe Without
Melting Down,

EAR SIR:—At different times I have

read your remarks that you have never

br, been able to find any plan by which foul

e tfl comba could be made safe for use without

; g down, but that you did not despair of
1€ able to do 80 yet.

N k.“‘)W that one can hardly exercise too much
’-‘leeﬁlln dealing with the disease, yet it seems to
on &t at least in slight cases where there are
N lei 3 few cells affected in the hive, the combs,
trag haViug the cells uncapped and honey ex-
Iy Ba:‘i' might be disinfected so as to be perfect-

2. by carefully immersing them in water
'8ining a certain per centage (say 1 in 500)
olre carbolic acid, till all the pollen and
ey thing else of a soakable nature was satur-
‘h°r0ugbly, then ueing the extractor to
oenow all out that would come. Of course every
ve""’“ld have to be uncapped, and care would
%0 be taken that the water was not exclud-
the 'om any by air remaining in them. Dipping
oy omb perpendicularly would possibly ac-
Plish this best.
oqy l:;’:‘hife has shown that the bees can clear
wity 1e disease by carrying in the disinfcctant
uth eed given them, and 1t has been shown by
that by spraying every cell the disease
“eay eradicated for the time being, but the
Point with the systems seems to be that
Op, Se'ms may remain concealed under pollen
U ihe Where, where the disinfectant cannot get
@, and so they are apt to start the trouble
ey 5 but it seems to me that by immersion,
by Y oell being uncapped, the saturation would
, tlect, and every possible germ be reached.
a gy . Foubling you too much and the question.
Wficien general interest, I would be glad

to know whether your experiments have em-
braced vhis line of treatments, and, if so, on what
account you concluded it to be a failare, or
unreliable.
I am yours respectfully,
R. W. McDoRNELL.

We have soaked combs for Lours and
days, in various solutions—salsalic acid,
catabolic acid, and absolute phenol;
In one instance we soaked them three
days. We have sprayed cells that were
effected with foul brood, thoroughly,
and after all, had the disease start
again, when the combs were used. We
have never been able to cure the
disease by spraying combs, or soaking
them in any solution. We have in
very slight cases, where we only found
haif a dozen or less cells affected, ex-
tracted the honey, cut these cells right
out, burned them, and sprayed the
combs thoroughly several times. We
then extracted the honey again, sprayed
the combs again, and just kept this ap
for from one to two months, cutting
out and burning every cell that appear-
ed from time to time, and yet occasion-
ally a cell of foul brood would appear.
After exercising all the care and dili-
gence possible, we became disgusted
with that kingd of tinkering, and adopted
our old methods again. Probably if we
had continued it for two years, we
might have succeeded in curing the
disease, but the trouble, danger and
time was too great. Life is too short for
us to waste it all curing a few colonies
of foul brood. Stamp it out at once.
You will see by the back numbers of
Gleanings, where A. J. Root brought all
the skill and patience to bear, that he
could muster, and yet had to fall back
on the fasting system, and has almost
come to the conclusion, that there is no
use trying any other.

Pur:lc Bees.

WAS much amused with the satirical re-

marks of ‘“Veritas”’ which you copy from the

American Bee Journal in yours of June 15th
respeoting the perfeotion of Punic Bees.

In the British Bee Journal of July 30th, page
343, the foMowiug is & reply to R. L. G. W,
California :

«No such race of bees as you name is known
to entomoligists, nor do we know any one who
has oultivated them. Until we have some
trustworthy information, the account you allude



