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and comfortable. In dealing with the
important matter of diet, it is uselessto
attempt to breed these birds unless you
can succeed in hringing them into fit
condition for parental duties. It isad-
visable to begin dieting gradually with
nourishing foad; so in February, their
ordinary supply of Canary seed and rape
can be supplemented twice a week by a
teaspoonful of best Dutch hemp seed
for each bird ; after a fortnight increase
this to hemp sced on alternate days;
then, when March arrives, egg-food and
hemp seed on aliernate days for two
weeks ; after that the birds should have
both every day.  During this time the
sexes are better kept in different rooms,
but at the end of March pair them, and
you will find by that time that they are
quite ready for married life and its
responsibilities. A popular theory as
to the white of egg is that it is utterly
indigestible—so much so that not even
the ostrich can eat 1t with impunity. 1
can only say that wheo I used fresh eygs
in my bird room the white was never
wasted and the birds eat it freely. A
curious confirmation of the digestibility
of the white of egg will be fouud in
Huxley’s * Elementary Lessons in Phy-
siology,” where it 15 specially selected
as a suitable matter for experiment in
artificial digestion, and as it may inter-
est those who have not come across the
passage, 1 propose, as it is very shont,
to read it.- (Page 146, Section 19,
edition 8, 1374 ; publisher, Macmillan).
“1t is easy to ascertain the properties
of gastricjuice experimentally by putting
a small portion of the mucuous mem-
brane which contains the peptic glands
into acidulated water containing small
pieces of meat, hard-boiled egg or other
proteside, and keeping the mixture at a
temperature of about 100 degrees.
After a few hours it will be found that
the white of egg, if not in too great
quantity, has become dissolved, while
all that remains of the meat s the pulp,

consisting chiefly of the ‘connective
tissue and fatty matters which it con-
tained.” I have not tried this experi-
ment, so content myself with quoting
my authority, a particularly high one |
The ezg-food I make is compased of !
three parts of dessicated egg to nine
parts of Elfick’s or Welbam's ezg-food, |
or twelve parts of powdered biscut ;'
these are not weight measurements, of'
course. Grind the ingredients dry in;

a mortar, to thoroughiy incorporate{s

them and make it impossible for birds
to pick out the egg and leave the bis
cuit, and make the mixture crumbly
moist with water or milk, giving it to
the birds in clean white poreclain pans.
An alternative recipe is that of Mr.
Thos. Heath, the four.der of the Lon-
don and Provincizl Ornithological
Society, the ingredients being: To
three biscuits (cracknels) add one egg,
and mix well with a teacupful of crushed
hemp seed ; make crumbly by moisten-
ing, and give to the birds in addition to
their other food. T am not at all satis-
fied with the method of moistening egg-
food usual in England—that of adding
water—fearing that it produces a scour-
ing cffect, and I know that some of our
most experienced raisers of Canaries
have discontinued the use of water for
that reason, Were I putting up any
birds this year I should feel inclined to

experiment with scraped raw carrotasj

a moistening agent, this root being
largely used by the owners of delicate
foreign birds for dampening food.
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or THE
Toromto Canary and Cage Bird
Society
WILL BE HELD IN
Forum Hall; New Year’s Day, "97.
48 Classes, Prises Giusranteed.

&FrEntries close Dec. 'xgzh. 1896,
W. 8. APPLETON., Secrotary,
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179 King St. West, Toronto.

Cage Birds, &c.

Wanted—: pairof yellow Beigian Canaties.
dress W, T, Beirnes, Lock Box 28, Bintle, Man,

Ad.

For lmported Birds—Try Hope's Bird Store
109 Queen Street West, Toronto, ~ Fine young Mock-
ing Birds, warranted cocks, $4 each.

Cages, Japanned, from 3506.—Cages, brass,
rom 6sc ; Cages, breeding, from 7Rq: Cage apphances
nestand nestings, seed &c. ; everything inthe bird live
at Hope's Bird Store, 109 Queen Street West, Toronto,

A Parrot for $6—Fine healthy young Cuban
Parrots, price $6 each, in nice plumage, also Parrot
Cages, Parrot Food, etc., at lowest rates and of best
'q]galily. at Hope's Bird Store, 109 Queen Street West,

oronto.

English Birds-—Imported, Goldfinches, Linnets,
kylatks, Throshes, Jays, Statlings, &c, Mocking
birds, Cardinals. Fancy Finches &c at Hope's Bird
Store, 100 Queen Street West, Toronto.

Parrots, Cockatoos, Love birds, Paro-
quets, Gold fish, fish globes bird cager, sceds, &c., &¢.
Fancy Pigeans, Guinea_ Pigs, Rabbits &c. A large
stock now on hand at Hope's Bird Store, 3¢9 Quectt
Street West, Toronto,

For Sale or Exchange.

; FULTON'S
BOOK OF PIGEONS

. Reduced to $5.
Large full pagé engravings of all varieties,

New edition re-written right up to date.
For sale by H. B, DONOVAN, Toronto.

Pigeons.

For Sale--Homers, blue, blue checquered and red
chrcquered ; Tumblers, red and white performers, y5¢
pair; blue Owls and yellow frills, $t pair. .

McKenzie, 122 Peter St., Taronto.
Tawmbler Pigeons-;s5 cents per pair, also Dra-
goons, Owls, Pouters Rcd" and Iac{:JPEed, Nuns,

Magpies, Fantails all ‘colors, Trumpeters, black,
acobins, black and red, and Swallows, blue and
lack. W. M. Andesson, Palmerston, Qat.

P. G. Keyes, Ottawa, Ont, offers a few Mag-
pies from his inpo ted birds at $5 cach;pair Barbs,
winners, 86 ; English Owl cocks, 85 each ; Homers soc.

For Sale for want of roomt, 1¢o birds in Pouters,
Fantails, Owls, Turbits, Barbs, Swallows, Magpies,
etc., pairs and odd birds cheap it taken at ance, alsoa
focw cﬁoice S'S Hamburgs. W. H. Readwin, Guelph,

nt.

Pouters Only—Standard colours, winners at the
Industrial, Ontario, Port Hope and Cobourg Shows
Choice stock and _exhib tion birds for sale at reason.
able prices, Magill & Glidden, Port Hope, Ont.

Hints to Beginners(Pigeons) by F. M. Gilbert,
new cdition, 1894, revised with additional chapters.
A most practical, timely and comprehensive work. In-
dispensableto the amateur. Price paper s0¢. Addsess,
H. B. Donovan, Toronto.

Jacobins, Pouters, White Fans. winners
at the leading Canadian exhibitions, 150 choice birdsto
select from, no culls or cheap trash. A stamp will
ensure full descriptions. Chas, Massie, Box 202, Port
Hope, Ont. . 297

Bargains—Two pairs Red Owls, 2 pairs Black
Owls, 2 pairs Red gagpies. $5 per pair; 1 pair
Black Magpies, $1.50; 2 pairs Homers, 815 Blue Owl
cock, 51 ; the fot for $30, or pairs. Readwin &Co,,
Guelph, Ont.




