
'ilE ILLUS'ÉtTED JOUt1NAL Ôe AQRICULTUUl. MAY 1882

cing the pedigrees of most of the horses whoso descont was
regarded as obscure when ne last wroto on the subject.

Extensive breeders, with capital, energy, and plenty of
backing, can always soli their animais; but it is the small
farmers with one or two mares, generally animais of rare
mert, that are ta reap the greatest benefit. A recorded pc.
digree-a pedigree that stands on black and white, tud owes
nothing te the good word of anybody-will always bring its
value; and, through the agency of a stud book, the proba-
sers of pure-bred Clydosdales will know where ta find them,
b they grazing among vide spreading oake in a rich verdant,
park, or dragging the plow on the sloping shores oi kintyre.

For the greater part of a century past, breedors of all
classes of live-stook have rua upon the idea of blood, and per-
haps its truc value was never botter realized than at present.
Over a hundred years aga Hubbaek (316), the famous bull
that stamped every Short-horn ha got with a marvellous
likeness te himseif, was born ; and since then the oad breed
of Teeswater cattle have grown and been improved into the
Shorthorns of the present day. The Brothers Colling began
the great work, a work that was continued with untiring
perseverance and matohlesa kill by Mr. Bates and Mr. Booth.
The system carried out by all those gentlemen and their fol-
lowers was, ta continue on a basis of lino breeding. They kept
as far as possible te one strain of blood, or, at the most, they
worked two or three strains througi one another. So with
Abram Renick, of Red Rose fame, and se with all breeders
of famous Shorthorns. Truc, some mon have sprung up ta
a showyard notoriety through .ating good animais together,
but their existence has been, as a rule, short lived. If it had
been truc that it was only an animal of, ta outward appearance,
rare merit, that was suitable as a bull in a Shorthorn herd,
no matter what bis ancestry was, a herd book would have
been of little use. But the value of .a Shorthorn, at lenst,
lies net in his good looks se much as the pedigree that
stands below bis name in the herd book.

The same rule ipplies to sheep. Bakowell is said te have
improved his Leitesters by a system of in-and-in breeding.
On the Cotswold bills the breeders stick to the system, and,
amid the grassy glens of the Cheviot range, for generations,
the flocks owe that extraordinary family likeness they possess
to the influence of careful lino becding. Nor need we go
farther than Merton ta sec the powerful influence of blood
upon sheep stock, where there exists a flock of Border Loi-
cesters far in advance of any other, simply through the pc.
tent influence of family blood.

If, then, recorded pedigrees are of such enormous value-
in faot, the very keystone of the arch, as far as tiher classes
of stock are concerned-is it net fair ta infer that one power-
fui incentive ta the improvement of our agricultural horses
will be a stud book for the Clydesdale, from which class
many of the stallions used both at home and abroad are
drawn ? How often do we see a vretched mother produce a
noble-looking son when matched -with a good horse; but
when this latter horse is used as a stock-getter, is not the
result generally disappointment and blighted bopes? It is a
fact soldom disputed that, as far as appearance is concerned,
the finest and best-lookD!ig Shorthorns are often praduced
by linebred bulls from short-pedigreed caws; but few bree-
ders of any reputo would use those animals. They are beau.
tiful ta look upon, but they do not leave that preponder-
ating influence upon their stock which is necessary for sue-
cessful breeding. In tie same manner we could name many
Scotch horses, Clydesdales so-called, that sprang from bad
blood on one side or other, which, as stock-getters, have
proved of no use, and have done an immense-amount of barm.

When, however, the stud book is published, breeders cau
find out the horses which possess that nobility of ancestry

whioh will b potent in thoir-veins,,and which, in nine cases
out of ten, they will impress upon their progeny. Let the
breeders of Scotland take a lesson from their brethren-piek
out the good and Icave behind the had results. Pedigree,
we must remember, is not only a record of mere names, it
represents the work of years. It is the outcomo Of long
labor and skilful management, and it is a powerfuil heck
upon deceit and knavery. Hitherto, a stranger going to bay
Clydesdales in Scotland had no check on the pedigrees. Ho
was entirely at the mercy of the dealer or seller as to lineage.
The practice of calling everything a Olydosdalo, whether it
was bred from a Sbire, or a Highland pony, if it is only good
enough looking, has at length filled the minds of many
buyere of this far.famed class of stock with distrust. Noth.
ing will se soon elevatO the ideas of puchasers, or briug back
confidence so rcadily, as the history and descent of a horse
placed upon paper. Breeders and sellers ara thon upon their
oath; and we pity the person who tries to palm off a false
pedigree 1

Not many weeks ago, sitting in the company of a well.
known breeder of these horses, our conversation turned upon
a certain sale of this stock held in spring. Some of the
mares went, in his idea, very cheap, and ho concluded by
saying. " If they could only have called therm pure-bred
Clydesdales, what a price they would have made 1 " And
truc it was, for every animal with the semblanoe of a pedi.
gree. went very dear. Suh and other facts are convincing
that the value of blnod bas a least got fairly rooted in the
minds of Scoteh breedors of horses. It will only take some
careful nursing to make this grain of seed spring into a
mighty tro. But we must caution our readers that there
is net a large supply of really good blood in the country. I
is net the sire and dam of an animal being of rare excel.
lence that can stamp it as of good and pure blood. Yeu must
go further back-back te the grandams and the great grau.
dams, and soe if thoy were well.bred and really meritorious
animais. It is not necessary that they are line bred, or
have that relationship in blood which somae people like in
shcep and cattle, but every dam, for generations before,
should have been a fair, good animal, to entitle the produce
of the presont day te be called pure-bred, or, rather, well.
bred. Such blood is very soarce, and the more reason it
shon'M bu looked after. We oui], from a woll-known book,
the following sentence as a guide for Scotch breeders who
are only beganing the battle of blood and merit versus indi-
vidual merit alone : " The immense value of absolutely pure
blood is by no means factitious, as it is the only trustworthy
means of getting a certain stamp of animal but the very
limited supply of this sort of blood will lead te dangerous
results, unless great care is used."

What, thon, is pure blood ? that is the question; aud a
difficult question it is te answer, as far as the Olydesdale is
concerned. From glimpses, however, at some of the pedi.
grees to be published in the first volume, we have reason ta
believe that there are horses that have been bred for genera-
tiens in the west of Scotland, and have no crosses in their
line. They are descended from horses that might ho called
the fathers of the Clydesdale. Sa far-back, at least, do thoso
pedigrees go, that we may safely consider the animais pure.
bred Clydesdales, But we have little doubt that, sooner or
later, for successful horse breeding, the system Of in-and-ia
breeding vhich bas clevated the character of the Shorthorns
and most other classes of live stock, will come inta practice.
Till then many of the ]eaps will be in the dark.-North
Bratisk Agricullurist.


