
gang., Poni 'language, 'oaths, and miserable
companions, .together .wltb the hurnlllating
sense.of being- considered a, erîminal, seem-a
ed to, crah, out, of p)oor Joe, ail hope o!' ever
holding up his head 'again, and ,beiug, a, man.

But at last bis sentence was serVed and ho
vas free--free to talte Uplie same wretched
life.again while searchiug for work. And'
so it -came to. pass that-'one morning Rutb's

* ather came iuta the varma kitchen and said,
'mother, here's a boy outslde askiug for

* omething to eat--says, be's. _hungry but
vants to -work for bis breakfast. Better fix
Up a nice plateful and l'Il take it out-ie'8
hardly fit to corne in here.'

30e ate- the generous breakfast and drank
the .cup of steamiug coffee out on the'bench
undor. the tali cypress troc. Airoady life
Iooked dijfeérent to hlm--for ho vas going to,

stay a few days an trial and show what lie
was wortb. At the end o! the few days bis
now employer' said hie 'ould keop hlm. a

month, and now the xuonth was almost gone,
and nothing had been said about bis goiug..
That vas the short and simple story of Joe
thus far. In bis suit, of cheap clothes wbich
Mr. Hartwell bad given hlm, with liair eut
and face clean-shaven, 30e was not at Ail a

bad-laoking young feilow-quite the con-
trary. But he was heavy and awkward lu
bis movements and painfully shy wbon,
Ruth -or ber mother spoke to, hlm. Fer-
laps -that was wby' Ruth liad said' so very
littie to hlm.

3oe sat down on the béel unde r the cy-
press tree and fel oi lais poekets. Ruthi

watebiug hlm tbrough the screoning musliu
of ber sasli curtain, saw hlm take out a Ut-

tl ie n-type picture lu Its case o! red paper
and pasteboard.- He leaned bis eibow oii
his -kuees aud lield the pîcturo li both
bauds studying it. intently. Ruthi smiled ta

* herseif;. 'Joe's lîttie sweetbeart; probably,'
she thouglit; but Just thon lie folded the
Victure, leaned backi àgainst the, tree, and 'a

big toar splashed dowii ùpon -bis baud. 'Mo-
ther,' he said softly to himself. I{omesick-
ues$ shiowed lu every foature of bis -houest
face and lu bis eyes. Ruth fouud ber owu
toars falllng presently-tears of sympathy-
It was so pathetie, poor, bomesick boy!

'Perhaps,' said Ruth to liorseif, as sho
went slowly downstairs, 'perliaps if I 'ask
hlm now lie'1l go-b&!s beenthinking about
bis mother, and that's a; goad syrnptom.'

Joe colorod, furiously wbon she approacli-
ed.

'Isn't it loveiy out o! door s?' she asked as
sbe looked off tlirougli the blooming or-
chard. 'It's just beautiful to be alive lu the
spring, dan't you think sd?' I'm sure you
must liko Calîfornla, caming froM sucli cold
winters. as Northi Dakota lias !You do,
don't-you?,

Ruth. opened thé conversation thus, and
almost before Jas roalized, it ho was ans-
weriug lier questions about, bis nortbern
home and a little lator was evon showlng
ber the tia-type la its well-woru case. joe
vas. astonished at bimself. It bad been sa
many weeks since he lad taîked sa freely-

*ta any-one', aud somehow it %eemed not AUl
difficuit to descrîbe to tbis bluo-eyed girl
bis prairie home, wbere thore wore s0 ma.ny
hblîdren that lie f oit as tbougb he must 'get

out. Ruth iistened sympathotically and led
hlm ou to tell of himself and bis Jouruey.

Joc told iIt ail, and was surprised to se
that; Ruth took the nows of bis deep dis-
grace very ealmly. Hole-ad half expected
that. she -wauid turu. fram hlm lu involun-
tary disgust, and that would be the last o!
I, but oniy pity phone lu, lier -blue eyes. And
thon she naskod lm ta -attend the Christian

* Endoavar; meeting. that evenlng. 'II arn -ta
lead/ abe snld simplY, 'and Iý sBould like ta
have you come.
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ÀuAàd.grontly ta Joo's* own ýsurprise;le 2 Thé 'TharlnkMCffering.
vent Ruth, It must be confessed, shrauk
a little. at;first at the tbougbt o!fmeeting Ail l('Womaýn*s Missionary Yriend'

those familiar eyes ;as she -would' enter tbe. 'There,-Is a sudden and ýurgent noed for

chiurcli ,witbi thIs. strange, .poorly-clad youth. an lncreoased appropriation,- wrate-the..gene-.

whorn- none of -the Young fÔIka hall seen,. but, 'rai secrotary',o! the Wo mn's-Boir d of! MWs

she had -made up lier mnd ta do, it' 'beartlly sious- : jan -ýyou not double your, -thank-ý

as unto the Lord,ands0 sho dld. I. off erng -ti Year?

She introduced- hlm ta a few young mon Mrs.. Ayres, presideut af -the saeiety, of

whose hearty ndcl asp. reàssure.d pp'>)r, 11nirtown, rond -the appoal vith -a sigli. WIn-1

;bashful Jaeý, and found hlm a seat wtee lie ter. sunshine :flooded-.the cheery ro ,om, .par-

would, not. feel-coqnspieious. lor and lilbrary lu ane, that busy MondIay,

Joe enJoyred the siuglng, pe.rbaps, beot P.! Morn.lng..- ý Evidoncos o!, a>,reffned and -cul-

-ail; jolink quite beartily lu sone. of the ald ,'tureédpersonl.ity ;wèe ýila.l lts -appoint-
familiar, hymne.' Ro listouodrever enty -to moents, . thoÙgli the only, expeusivo article

the earnest,.simple vords la wbIcli, Ru1th te- o! furuiture was the fine -pao 'vibratlug

ferred ta the tapie of the meeting," and ad- yet fromn the ýtoueh o! skilful. fingers.

mired, the :readineàs 'witb .which the young 'Hov eau a.geao effort bo madeV she

mon taok their partlu the service. W.-re thouglit a littie -woarily as sbe left the .room

such things possible for hlm, lie wondered, ta tube up the work walting for lier busy

and bis -face grew more serious and ear-est bauds, .and 1recalled meantime the earuest

than ever as bis thouglits sped on iuta, the' appéal she lhad .made at .the, let meeting.

future. Life seemed ta promise little ta, him ' Yes,' she .solilo>quizod regret!ully,, IL must

campared with ýwbat tbee other favored £.el- malte time -somehow, and seud a.persoual

iows had before tbem, but perhnps - per-, note to every member. .. Twenty-f lve lot-,

haps- tors, and the dinys .are so fulil. T-bat le-

Ruth. walked home by bis side. l'Di*d you ture:and 1social - fternoon. must be glvon up.'

.eujoy the meeting?' she askod. Il bear you The' presldeut o! -Fairtown -soeiety had

sing, and feel s0 glad to know that you can *a goulus for figures. WiVb a moderato In-.

sing. No one sings *at home but me, and corne, by lier edreful, intelligent manage-;

WOu't You *corne -into the parlor a little whlle mont, she made home a eozy -nest o! com-

this eveuing nd practice sorne of thbe aid 'fort for lier scbolarly bhusbsud sud their

byrnus?' cbldren. Brimful of, executvo. ability sbe

Wliat an ,evening that was for Jop*: Ruth inarshalled ber- fores for success. -Sho

at the piano, Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell lu their ltnew the> exact condfitlon o! the treasury,

easy-chairs, the soft, yellow lamplight, lu aud supposed ebe knew the resources froal

the pretty, parlor,, the scent o! violets, aud -wbich sho miglit draw. With. ebarneteris-

strangest af ail, 30e lu the midst o! AUl sing-, tic force ehe bout ber énergies té the task

ing witx Ruth, 'Nearer, my God, ta Tliee,'.. 'a! doubllng the amount a! iast yonr'e thauk-

sud 'Rock* of Ages.', * .6 ffrln By Friday eveuing persanal notel

Was it atiy wonder that Joe's -mother, a had been delivored ta eaci of the twenty'.
weok inter, la ber poor home, rond a long, five members.

long lettor with failiug .tenrs-tears a! Joy Tbeyrau a! 1er thîs fashion:

that be 'r boy bad fouud sucli- friends sud 'My fleur.]3riend
suck a. home, and tram, ber lieart -a-. simpleý 'Mono>' 15s tbe grot, need of.-the hir

prayer weat Up that God -would biess the, 1 nover longed for. woýaltb ae I do now. -An

dear*.young. girl and malte lier the instru- urgent appeal. bas. came fram thé secrotary,

ment of lier boy's saivation. a! the, Woman's Board a! Missions for su

MI » * * lcreased tliau.k-offering.' Lot, us double our
contribution, by. a great personai sacrifice,

Six montÉs have passed, and Jae n-o longer if necossa r>. -Wlth an enrnest.prayor for

sits In the shadoWv. o! the. Christian Enden- God's -blessiug on aur -effort,

var meetings. Hic name appears on the ' Your sister.

tapie carda, bis serious, quiet voice reads - 'FRANCES A.YRES.'

the- lessous sud lends the meeting, sud bis -The ia.t* note despatebed she turued for

-clear teoar rings lu Ail the hymuns. -Joo le - au bour o! neded rest to ber favorite cor-

becoming a pawer lu the 'Christian Endea- uer, at the sunset wiudow, o! the dainty

*vor Society', and is leaued on by others. parlor,. ber vell-worii Bible lu lier haud.

Ruth is proud o! hlm, although h lil sti11 Wlth a sudidon flash a! illumination she

ber fnthor's 'hired man,' and 30e hlimef rend words long famillar, 'Aud thou shalt

sometinies wonders if ho Je the saie dis lave the Lord.tby God witb ail thine beartý,

beartened, discouraged boy wbo ser'ved ton and witb ail thy coul, and witb ,Ail- thy

days on the cbain-gnng because lie was hun- mnlght.' Over nd over the sweet, impera-

gry and sked for food., tive command see nt,. and a voice whls-

Lîfe looks briglit and promising ta, 30e now, pered:
The pdssibiliîes a! even a 'hired man,, are 'You bave done with your might ,What

groat Wlien there is pusb, sud energyand a your bauds found ta do, bow -about the loy-

never-coasiug désire ta, learu. And best o! mýg?' ".,1 -

aIl, through the simple oudeavor o! a -sweet ' I love my Lord and bis -work,' she sald

Young girl, wbo thou7glt and cared for fnintly.-

others and i lved lier religion'-yes, best 'of *'Yes, truly aud earnestly,', came the ans-.

AUl, and7more than Ail, Joo Is a Christian. ver, 'but -witb your. migbt? 1Are you willing
to pour out your lieurt lu more thaù -the
àbaudoumout, o! lovlug, ta give the trou-

The ]Jean a! Westminster recenti>' re- sures o! your home sud frlendâhip that ail

eeivedý aud eccorted over Westminster Ab- sncb possibilitles lu You ma y ýbe l .aid a t

bey representatîves o! Evangelical Cliris- bis foot, a joy!ul tbsuk offoriug ? You
tisulty from the Europenu Continent, fromi have ionged for weaith lu this. omorgene>',
Turbo>', Ilgypt, Palestine_ Canada, and the sund not for eelfish- purposes. God kaowe
United States of Amerlea, who lad arrlv- theý latentý power of your heurt. -You do

ed luir Londan Iu ordor tai Attend the.Jnbléee not, sud uow ho acte the pricelees gif t of
celebration meetings-o! the Evangolical Al- the m-igbt o! your love.'
liance, whicb. bave been lield at Exeter 0 ýChrist! The strong, sweet *face vas
Hall =ud the Conférence Hall, Miidmay buried lu lier bauds. The . ush .o! tbe
Park. .'Ou Sundny, Iu over a hundred Lau- quiet roani was broken now and thon ~y a

don places o!, worship ipeclalrofereuce was long; qulveriug breath. ' It mens sa mueu.
made to the celebratian. R elp me to love WIthý ni>' mlght'--


