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for the purpose,would pevorse tho consuro.”
1t docs not appear, howover, that the oce
casion was considered as presenting a n0-

" dus dignus vindice tanto, inasmuch as the

convocation has nover been summoned for
the purposo. Tho condomnation of the
board by the convocation would, however,
as it appears, be as futile as the condem~
nation by tho board of the party who pros
cured the condemnation of the regius pros
fessor of theology. The author of the
Appeal informs us, that the University
has no power whatover to decide any
questions of theology ; and, indeed,if thoy
did posscss any such authority, the conse~
quences of its nctual exertion at present
would be inconvenient enough, as ** it is
notorious that tho Universities themsclves
have not been in agrecment asto theologi-
cal opinions ; and that in certain cases
therefore, the same sentiments would bo
reckoned heretical by one of thase bodics,
and orthodox by another.” (Appeal,p.69.)

The ingenious Mr. Western, upon sees
ing three persons engaged in combat, very
sogaciously concluded that two of them
must be upon one side. But it would be
unsafe to draw a similar inference from a
diszussion in which three or four universi-
ties [Oxford, Cambridge, Dublin, and
Durham] were engaged ; and the conse-
quence of invesiing tho universities with
the power in question, may thercfore be to
present us upon a given subject with three
or four different infullible rules ot faith,
each differing from each of the others, and
all peradventure in opposition to the sens
timents of the church upon the same subs

ject. But thore is reason why this power
to decide upon questions of theology ought
not to bo possessed by tho Universities,
and thatreason is, that the learned bodies
in question,so far from being able to decido
contzoverted points in theology, know, in
fact, nothing of that science at all ; and
neither teach oor learn it, The late dis-
cussions of several projects for altering the
system of education at Cambridge, were
founded in a great degres upon the fact,
that * theology is scarcely, if at all, in-
troduced into the course in that Universi-
3y (Times, May 20th, 1841.) 1o the
same document it is asserted, that the ¢firsy
principlo o1 the system of education adopts
«d in that renowned seminary, is to give
every man aliberal oducation independ-
ently of the profession to which he may
ultimately turn kimself ;" and tho authos
rity of the Rev. Heory Molvill is adduecd
in suppors of the position, that * the best
inethod of becoming ultimately a thealogi-
anis to devote one's self, in the first ins
stance to tho study of the mathematics.”

Tn a Review of Dr.{Peacock’s' " Obser
vations on the Statutes of tht Haiversity
of Cambridge,” in the Times of the 14th
April; 1841, the following statement is
made upon this subject :—

“ The grand delinguency of the Univors
sities is confessed to be the slender and
innd;quawxraining they afford to students
destined for the Christian ministry.  Exe
eept occasional sermons-at' St. Mary’s, the
divinity student hears at Cambridge no
theological lectures worth the name. The

Norrisian Professor of Divinity is compels
led to read through Pearson on tiie Creed,

Costard —Not s, sir, under correction,
[ kope it is not so. I hope,sir, that three
times thrice, sir —

Biron.—Is not nine ?

Costard.—~Under correction, sir, wo
know whereunto it doth amount,

Biron.—By Jove, [ always took threc
timee three to be nine.

Costard.—0 Lord, sir, it were a pity
you should be obliged to get your living
by teckoning.

Biron.—How much is it then ?

Dr Peacock remarks, which iwould infallis
bly clear his lecture room, did not the
bishop requiro from candidates for holy
orders,his certificate of regulur attendance.
Butler's Analogy, once lectured upon in
the University, has disappeared before the
allsabsorbing mania for mathematics,.—
Occasionally college lecturos aro given on
the Greek Testament, upon one of the
Gospels or Acts uf the Apostles—seldom
or nover on the Epistles,  Paley'sEviden-
ces, too, aro read.  With this slender fir
niture most of our young clergy set forth| Costard.—T'he parties themselves, sir,
upon their arduous task. OF Rhetoric as will sliow you whereunto it doth wumount
an art—of Divinity as a Science—of ca~(—Love's Labor Lost, Azt v. scere 2.
suistry —of Criticisin, as applicd to the s | With regard to a few iters in the above
cred Scriptures, they know nothing.  All, given “bill of paniculars,” it may be
all has to bo learned amidst the cares and ;jmeationed that **all which is required
interruptions of parochial labor ; for, dure from the divinity student at ordination, is
ing the few months which in general inters 'a certificate of attendance upon the Nor-
vene between the degree and the bishop's 'risian Professor of Divinity for twenty lec-
examination, unaided and alonethestadent tures in one term,® no test whatever being
adds but little to his stock of real know- demanded of hisinformation,” That dus-
ladge.” ing 1he delivery ot the said lectures, the
Thisis certainly a very flourishing state majority of the divinity (!) students hold
of affuirs.  But perhaps the reader will be in their hands volumes of all sizes des-
able to form a more satisfactory notion of criptions and shapes—history, poetry, no-
the amsunt of theological instruotion which yels, travels—whilst some think it a good
is imparted under the present system, by opportunity to prepare for their cxamina-
sceing the programme of that which Dr..g;on in Paley’s Evidences, or rather in a
Peacock proposes to introduce. This pros mere selection from it ; (p- 28) whilst
posal we wake from the same paper which gthers of the divinity (1) students amuse
wo have already quoted, into which it has themselves with a Jest book or a song book:,
been copicd in the words of Dr. Peacock and irain themselves for the entertainments

himself :

“We should be disposed to recommend
regular and systematic courses of lectures, ,
to be given every year on the following
subjects :— "

¢ On the Docttines, Litargy, and Artis
cles of our church, by the Norrisian pro-
fessor. '

% On the Hebrew language, by the ree
gius professor of Hebrew. |

% On Biblical Criticism,more especially .
of the language and books of the New|
Testament, by a professor of biblical cri-
ticism to be kereafler appointed.

“ On Ecclesiastical Hisiory, more par-
ticularly of the first four centurios after
Christ, by a professor of ecclesiastical his-
tory to be Aereafter appointed.

¢ On the Canon of Scrigiure, and the
Writings and Opioions of the Early Fa-
thers, by the Lady Margaret’s professor
of Divinity.

% On Moral Philosophy, and the prin-
ciples of moral evidence as affecting the
grounds of religious belief, by the professor
of Moral Philosophy.”

From this enumeration it would appear,
that theie are at present no Lectures deli-
vered in the Univessity of Cambridgoe upon
tho Doctrines of the Protestant Estublish-
ment, or upon its Litargy, or upon its
Articles, or upon Biblical Criticism, or
Ecclesiastical History, or the Canon of
Scripture, or the Writings or Opinions of
the Fathers, or oven upun Moral Philosos
phy or the Priaciples of Maral Evidence
as affecting the grounds of religious belief,
The decisions of such a University upon
the subject of theology, must be as valuas
ble, as satisfactory, and as conclusive, as
the decision of Costard in Love’s Labor
Lost, upon a certain well-known arithmo-
tical problem :—

in cach course of lectures—a condition, as

Diron.— And three times thsice is nime.

of a coming Supper Party 1”— Letters,
No. 2. pp. 20-21

Noris the Norrisian professor at sll
singular in his iputility. Indeed ho is
very much exceeded in this negative line
by some other individuals of the same
class; for we find that the LedyMargaret’s

professor of divinity, in the course of
,twenty-eight years, up to 1836, had ac-

quitted his conscience by delivoring at the
rate of about a lecture and a half per an-
num, in the form cf-sesquiplicate sermons,
which he spoke from the pulpitof Saint
Mary’s church. The author of the Let.
ters sppears to think that ¢ these great
defects may bo supplied by an extention
of the professorship of casuistry ¥—{No.
2,p.44.) How this “extension” is 1o be
effected, or what the meaning or nature
of the proposed extension can be, we are
unable to conjecture, as the writer himself
had informed us in the preceding page,
that the lenrned professor of casuistry, a
certain Dr. Barnes by name, had, from
the date of his sppoimment in 1813 up to
1837, a period of nearly a quarter of a
century, actually delivered no lecture at
all! The author of the Letters takes
upon limself to assert that the suid Dr.
Barnes, at the time of his election, was
o old to be competent to perform the
dutics of any professorship. Ho possessed
however, the advantage of being able to
give in lis own favor.two of the five votes
which were necesary to his election.—
The letter writer observes, “that the wor-
thy professor must bave excrcised the
utmost efforts of his ast to quict his own
conscicnce as to the manuer of his slec-
tion:” and we may add—as 1o the maa-

* Lcttors on tho condition of tho English Uni.
versities. considerod ng nurserios of the Estab.

ner in which he conducfed himself during
the continuance of his office. A man
whose casuistical capacity was adequate
to the tranguilising of his own conscience
in such cirnumstances must have been 2
master in his art; and the oxtraordinary
ovidence of his ability, furnished by the
fact of his having nover delivered a lect~
ure, affords an adcitional and perhaps the
strongest reason for lamenting that so
great a genius should have given his
thoughts to the world upoi. o subject so
important in itself, and to which his abili-
ties appear to have bLeen so peculiarly
adapted.  Inthe University of Cambridge
there is no professor of moral philosophy
atall.® (Letter, No. 1, p. 44.)

It is unnecessary to enter into any do-
tails about the University of Oxford. The
Graduate of Cambridge informs us (No-
2, p. 28, note,j that tho preparation for
the examunation for a degree, fucluding
the piviNiTY, * is usually made in a very
Jew days,” by the well known process of
crammuing ; and that, in fact, there is no
substanuial difference between these two
“‘nurseries for the established'church,” in
the extent and character of the theolgical
knowledge which they confer upon the
clergy of the establishment. ¢ That the
clergy of the Church of England, when
considered in the persons of the majority,
and not through the medium of a few
bright examples, are at present grossly
ignorant ;" and “that, in particular, the
country clergy are generally ignorant of
the very foundation of their faith™ (letter
No. 2, pp. 14—24,) is a consequence
which the Gradunie of Cambridge very
confidently deduces from the facts ulready
mentioned.  Ufthe value of a decision by
such persons upon a theological subject
there can * 2no Jdoubt, if we consider thejr
abjudicat’ a merely in the aspect of rea-
somng - «d information. How far * the
Chur 4 would in uny sense defer to a
deciston by a convocation of such persens
in the case of the University of Oxford,
we know not; as the most eminent indi-
viduals in the establishinent observe a

complete silence on the subject,
[T0 BE conTINUED.]

THR CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Rome, Jan. 20—On Friday, the 28th,
the Very Rev. Dr. Bagges, Dr. Cullen,
and Rev. Mr. Grant, the three Superiors
of the English, Irish, and Scotch Colleges,
attended by their respectivestudents, wait~
ed on his Eminence to present an address
expressive of their gladnessat his elova-
tion, and of the good anticipated toall the
British Catholics.  The three religious
communities of Irish Franciscaos, Augus-
tinians, and Dominicans, also presented
bim with an address expressive of the joy
which his elevation to the purple had given
them all. It may be well toadd, that Dr.
Grant, formerly of Ushaw College, and
late ot the English College here, a young
man of great promise and abvilitics, has
been appointed private secretary to his
Eminence.

The clevation of our countryman, Mgr.
Charles Acton, to aGardinalship has prov-
ed a source of great joy to the English at
Rome, Protestant as well as  Catholic.—
fle is the son of Sir Juhn Edward Acton,
of Aldenham, Shropshire, who was for-
merly prime minister of Naples, He wax
cducated at Cambridge, and is the first
student of that university who hus the
honor to be raised to the purple.

lishod Chureh, by a grad sate of _Cargbridge,"~
XNo. 2, pp. 1011,

* (\ny has, we believe, boen sppomicd siuco

tho publication of the « Letter,”



