THE CATHOLIC.

t21] and Saviour Jesus Christ, which is given for
the remission of sins and everlasting life to him,
who receives it: (the people answer, 4men,) and
tiis chalice, the precious bloed of the New Testa-
ment of our very Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

who is given for the remission of sins and life ever- |

‘asting to him, who rteceives it.”  People, Amen.
At'the Prelace befcre the breaking of the bread,
ilie priest snys: “—We, thercfore, beseech him, the
Amighty Lord God, our God, to make us worthy
‘o cymmunicate of his divine and immortal mys-

ivries, the holy bedy and precious blood of his
S/brist.” At the breaking of the bread, he savs:
3 Lord our God,—thou, who hast sanciified the|
oblations, which lic upon the altar, by the desent

There is so much resemblance- between the
Ethiopian or Abyssian liturgies and the liturgy of
the Jacobite Copts, that it will suffice (o ciie a few
particular passages from them. What is called
the liturgy of the three hundred and eighteen fa-
ithers thus expresses the invocation: ‘“Wherefore
O Lord, we beseech and inlreat thee, mereifully to
iisend down thy holy Spirit, and to cause it to de-
scend, to come and shed its light upon this bread,
that it may become the body of our Lord, and that
whst is contained in the chalice may be changed
and may become the blood of Jesus Christ.”

Another liturgy, translated into Latin by M.
Ludoff, a Lutheran, bas the folowing words:—
Send down, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy holy
Spirit and his influence upon this bread and this
chalice, to the end that he may make them the
body aud blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, our

=1 thy holy Spirit. A little before the communion,
the deacon givesnotice ofit by these words—!
“With fear attend to Go.” The people reply:i
-~ kord have mercy on us.” The priest then clevates)
:he Despoticon and bows down and cries aloud:
“Holy things are for the holy.” And all the people!
cast themselves prosirate on their feces to the earth,'
shortly after this comes ‘the profession of faith,’
which the priest makes in the follwing terms:|
~Tiiis Is the holv body and the pure and precious!
Hivod of Jesus Chirist, the Son of God.  This is,’in
sruth. the hody and blood of Emanuel our God—!
Amen. I batieve, [ believe, Ibelieve and T confess to!
thelast breath oflife, that this is the life-giving!
hady of thine only begotten Son, Qur Lard God

and Savour Jesus Christ.  He received it from thei
Yady of usall, from the pureand holy Mary, mo-|
ther of God, and made it one with his divinity with-
.1t any commixtion, confusion, or alteration of the!
divinity.  He witnessed a good confession before |
Pontius Pdate, and, of his own free will, delivered
himself up for us all on the wood of thie holy . cross.
t truly believe that his divinity vas not separated
trom his humanity, no, not even for one single hour
or 80 much as the-twirkling of aneye.* He de-
liverad it forour salvation, for the remission of'!
«ins and everlasting Yife to lam, who receives it. I,
helieve this to be so in truth.” t

*These words bear quite a catholic scnse: they
mdicate the union but not the confusion of the two'!
natures: they did not confound * them, as did- the!
Fautyehians.  And, although the Jacobites attach-
ed to Dioscorus did fndeed reject the council of
Chalcedon by which he was eondemned; they
ngvertheless pronounced anathema apon’ Nestoriuz
and Eutyehes, according to the ediet of union of
tie Buperor Zeno, which  they have always re-
eeived.

1We are indebted for our information respecting
thie Jacobite Copts to thetravelsand the laborious
md luminous investizations of the learned Vansleb.
{2 was a native of Exrfurt, and studied the Ethiop-
ian laaguage under M. Ludofl, who prevailed up-
on the Duka of Saxony tosend him to the Levaat
and as far as Ethiopia, with the expectation that he
should there make some  discoveries favourable to
intheranism. Being unable to penetrate as far as
Iithiopia, Vansleb turned his attention to the
Jacobite liturgies, examined them thoroughly, by
thisexamination discovered theerrorsof his com-}
vaunion, became a Catholic and afterwards domini-
can at Rome, Passing into France he was received
anid cherished by M. Colhert. This great minister
who only wanted men capable vf seconding his vast
and noble views, sent him’ again to the Levant,
with orders {o purchase all the orientalmanuseripts
he could discoyer.. Vansleb sent unore than five
hundred of {hem to the Royal Librury. After a-
grain attempting in vain to reach Ethiopis, he re-
tnrned in 1676 to France, svhére he diedin a lew
years after. . - :

Lord for ever and ever.”

The liturgy, called of the apostles, afler the
words of our Saviour, goes on: **“lhe people say;
Amen,, amen, amen;we believe it, we are cer-
tain of it: we praise thee, O Lord our God.
I is truly thy body, and so do we believe.” And
after the words overthe chalice, the people sa
Amen, it is truly thy blood; we believe it.” We
find here, before communion, the same strong and
lively profession of faith that I extracted from the
Copiic liturgy: we even find the expressions the
same. 'T'he priest communicates the people say-
ing: "This is the bread of life, which comes down
from heaven, truly the precious body of Emanuek;
our God.”” The communicant answers Amen. The
deacon presents the chalice, saying: ““This is the
chalice of life, which comes down from. heaven,
and is the precious blood of Jesus Christ.”” The
cominunicant answers, fmen, amen.

Liturgies have been much more multiplied a-

‘Imong the Syrians than among the other christian

-churches. 'The liturgy of St. James is regarded
.by them as the most ancient and the most common
fas containing the whole order of the Mass, with
Ywhich all theothers agree. Thave already cited
isome passages from the Greck version. [ will
‘now produce a foew from. the Syriac version. At
.the preparatjon for the sacrifice the deacon says :

“t'ev O God, who in thy mercy_ didst accept the sac-

irifice of the ancient just, accept also in thy mercy
“our sacrifice, and vouchsafe to grant our petitions.”
{Between the words of institution and the invo-
'cation, which are the same as in the Greck version,
‘the deacon announces the descent of the holy spi-
‘rit_upon she gifts, by*a most striking admonition :
i¢«¢ How awful is this time my brethren.”” exclaims
 he, « how terrible is the moment, in which the vivi-
‘fying and holy Spirit is about to descend from the
"highest heavens upon this Eucharist placed in the
"sanctuary, and to sanctify it. .

tHold yoursclves in fear and in trembling and be
fervent in prayer: may peace be with you and the
security of God, the Father of usall. Let us cry
three times Ayrieeleison,”  Aficr this comes the
linvoealion, as it is found in the Greck version.—
The deacon then makes a most beautiful prayer
aloud : * Bless us again and again, © Lord, by
this holy oblation, by this propiliary sacrifice,
whichis offered to God the Father, which is sanc-
“tified, completed and perfected by the descent of
'the holy and Ble-giving Spirit Tremble, ve
Fininisters of the Church 5 for you adminis}er a liv-
ing fire : the power that is_given to vouis above
that ofthe seraphim.. Happy the soul that ap-
proaches this altar with purity ! for the Holy Spirit
registers its name in lieaven and conductsit thither.
Tramble, ye deacons, in the sacred hour when the
Holy Spiritcomes down to sanctify ‘the body of
those who receive him. Be mindful, O Lord, of
those who arc absent, and bave pity on us. Grant
peace and repose to the souls of the faithiul depart-
ed : pardon sinners in the day of judgment : placein

" repose and peace with'the just and holy the soulsof’
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th:ose who are departed from us by death: may Iy’
cross be their support, thy baptism their clothing:
may thy body and blood be their guide to corduct:
themto thy kingdom.*’ The deacon, afterwards ad-
dressing himself to the people, says ; < Bew douwn
your heads before the God of mercies, before the
altar of propitiation, and before the Ludy and blood
of our Saviour.”” At the breaking of the Lost,at
the communion of the priest, we found it invariabiy
to be the body of Jesus Christ that is broken am!
watered with his blood : it is the holy and life-giv-
ing blood that he receives. The deacon, adminis -
tering it to the people, says : ¢ My brethren, the
Church cries.qut to you ; receive the body of the
Son and drink his blood with firm belief : this is
the chalice, which our Lord mixed on the wood ot
the cross : approach mortals, and drink it for the
remission of your sins,”?

Now look at the invocation of 1he Syriac litnrgv
called of St. Maruthas, metropolitan of Tagret iu
Mesopotamia, and friend of St. Chrysostom :—-
¢« Have compassion on me O God, the lover of
man : send down upon me and upon this oblation
thy holy Spirit, the Spirit which proceeds.-from thee

:ilwhich receives of thy Son and perfectsall the mys-

teries of the Church, which reposes upon these ob
lations and sanctifies them.” The people :--
 Pray.”” The priest : ¢ Hear me, O God.”--
The people sa!\; thrice : ¢ Kyrie eleison,”> The
peiest raising his voice: May he transmutc & make
(transmutet atque efficiat) this simple bread into
that very body which was immoiated upon the
cross ; the very body that rose again with glory.
and never knew corruption ; the body that pre-
pares life; the Lody of the very Word of God..
our Saviour Tesus Christ, for the remission of'sins.””
( The people : 4men-) and may he transmutc
and make the wine which is in the chahce to-- be-
come (transmutet &t preficiat) the very blood that
was shed on _the summit Golgotha ; the very bloot
which flowed uS)on the earth and purified 1t from
sins the very blood which prepares for life, the
blood of the Lord Limself, of t{:e Word of Gad.
and of the Saviour Jesus Christ, for the remission
of sins and lifc eternal to those who receive it.”?

At the offertory the priest says: “ May Christ,
who was immolated for our salvation and who has
commanded us to commemorate his death and re-
surrection, himself receive this sacrifice presented
by our unworthy hands.”” And, as he had asked
the assembled people, they reply: ¢ May the Lord
hear thy prayers, may thy sacrifice be acceptable
in his eyes, and may he deign to receive thy ' obla-
tion and honour thy priesthood.~—— 7'he Priest.
““ May thy holy Spirit, O God, come and repose
on the oblation of thy servants ; may he bless and
sanctify it. —— ?»* (The prayers for the consecra-
tion are wantingin themanuscript.) At tlie break-
ing of the host, and thie mixture of the two species,
the liturgy uses no other language than that of the-
body andy blood of Jesus Christ, the precious body
and life-giving blood. Atthe communion the dea-
con criesout : “‘Let us all approach with tremb-
ling.”* And efterwards again: * My brethren, re-
ccive the body of the Son.  The Church exclaims
to you; Drink his chalicewith faith.”” At the thanks-
giving the priestsays: ¢ Chrlst our God, our Lord,
King and Saviour has made us worthy, by his grace,
to receive his body and his precious bloed, by
which every thing is sanctified.” .

Extract from Traits of Travel.
THE SISTERHOOD OF CHARITY. .

“How often have I regetted that the Sisterhood
of Charity should be confined to the Continent and’
to Catholic countries!~It" is an -establishment at
once so useful and so simple, that its extention to
all the nations of the earth is as desirable as it is
feasible. It is true, the Seurs de la Charite, make




