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TIE CANADIAN FREEMASON.

and bring forth abundance of everything necessary
10 feed, clothe and sustain thw physical mun, But
in winter, the change in positivn teduces the amount
of heat received 3 while the light remmng the
same., Culdness and torpor ensue, and wide wastes
of snow and jce are seen, fit symbols of the spiri.
twal barreaness and desofation wwhich ensue when
man turns himself so far away from the Lord,
that there is not enough of love received to give a
derire to walk 1n the way which wisdom points
out,

These two, love and wisdom, constituting the
substance and form of the Divine Being, also con-
stitute the substance and the form, or the internal
and the external of God’s church upon earth,
snd of religious manitestation in every individual,
‘When these internal and external qualities are in
equal and exact proportion, the highest state of
perfection is reached, whether it be in the church
or the individual man. If the internal,or love, be
lacking, although the exterior may be perfect in
form and appearance, it will be devoid of all life
and substance, a mere * sounding brass and a tink-
ling cymbal.” If the external, or wicdom, be de-
fictent, although there may be zeal and enthu-
siasm, it will be * without form and void,” having
po definite end or aim ; and darkness constantly
brooding over it, 1t will degenerate into blind su.

ratition and wild fanaticism. While love imparts
ife, energy and power to wisdom, wisdom gives
form, direction and protection to love.

In each of the three Dispensations— the Patri-
srehal, Hebrew and Christian—two persons noted
for the qualities represented by the parallels have
deen chosen as the exemplars of those symbols.
8t. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist
are universally taken for the parallelsof the Chris.
tian Dispensation ; and as it is the almost universal
costom among Christian Masons, in dedicating
symbolic lodges, to name them in honor of those
worihies—the Grand Lodge of England, which of
Jate years hag substituted Moses and Solomon for
those two Saints, beng the only exception—many
brethren are accustomed to look upon them as the
only exemplars of the parallels; and hence the
action of 1he Grand Lodge of England, in substi-
tating——or, as it claims, restoring—the names of
Moses and Solomon, has been condemned by
many, sometimes wnix unnecessary severity ; and
the question seems to be rather superficially ar-
gued by a majority on both sides.

In every age of the world, lndges bave been de-
dicated to gods, and named or held forth in honor
of the two personages who, under each dispensa-
tion, have been the purest exemplars of those
parallel lines. Hence the most approprate form
1s that which selects the exemplars of the present
dispensation; while there is nothing radically
wrong or unmasonic in choosing those of the pre-
ceding ones. So that while this action of the
Grand Lodge of England cannot be considered
censurable, it is evident that it might be improved
by being made to conform, in this respect, to that
of the other Grand T ~dges of Christendom.

Masenic tradition pounts clearly to Enoch as the
first to reduce symbolic language to a regular and
perfect system ; the key to which he treasured up
within two pillars, erected under his direction for
that purpose, with the view to gnard against con~
flagrations and inundations. Those pillars, the
first patterns of the masome parallels, signified the
saroe a8 the two parallel lines in our lodges, and
bad then their exemplars in Abel and Seth, the
two earliest and most noted bretbren of the Pa~
triarchal Dispensation, and who were perfect pa~
rallels in all those internsl and external qualities
90 necessary to constitute the mystic paralielism
of onr Order.

Abel, the first who offered animal sacrifice,
which was accepted of Jehorab, and who was
himselt sacrificed as a type of the great Sacnfice
that should, 1t a furure period, be offered upin
atonement of the sinsg, and for the redemption of™a
Jost and ruined world, in his punity, innocence and
Jove, tepressnts the celestial chnrch of the Lord and
the inmost Heaven, Seth, whose name s #aid to
signify substitated, or appointed as a substitute, in
a mansure filled the place left vacant by the death

~

of Abely and thus drew aline parallel. Ha repre-
sents the Patrinrchal Dispensation, in its second or
external phuse, in the Noahtic or posi-diluvian pe-
fiod, atter the interior perceplion of the most an-
clent people had been destroyed by the flood of
falses, which caused their spiritual, as the flood of
waters did their physical destruction, Moses, as
the celestial repregentative of the Loid in building
the Tabernacle, and Solomon, as His spiritual re-
preseatative in building the Temple, are, beyond

uestion, the parallels of the second or Jewish

ispensation.  While the two Saints John, the
Baptist and the Evangelist—the one as his ¢ fore-
runner,” * prepating the way of the Lord,” and
founding the externals of the Chnistian Church;
the other, as his beloved associate, commanded to
tarry and receive the last divine revelation of His
will, developing the internals of true Christian
Church, winding up the whole of the divine mys-
tertes, and completing the mystic parallelism com-
menced in Abel and Seth, and continued through
Moses and Solomon—are indisputably the parallels
of the third or Christian Dispensation,

The same parallelism is also represented by the
pillars of fire and cloud, which by night and day
guided the camp of the Israelites during thew
journeviogs in the wilderness; and Solomon, on
he completion of the Temple, erected those two
pillars at the entrance of the outer porch, thereby
not only signitying that in strength had God esta-
blished His house, but also representing that an
individual must keep himsel¢ within the boundary
of those parsliels, in order to gain admiseion into
that «* temple not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.”

Numeraus and powetful, if not convincing, are
guments might be adduced to show that the Chris-
tian, Hebrew, and Patriarchal Dispensations aze
portious of the Divine plan of human redemption
and government. Thatn the early period ot the
first of those dispensations the highest exbibition
of human powers were manifested, in the spiritual
perception that they enjoyed, by which, in view-
Ing any material object, they perceived the spiri-
tual thing of which it was the symbol or repre-
sentative, as clearly as the natural abject itself.
Thus, all their speech and wnting was symbolic,
expressing in tne inner sense numerous things which
no mere natural language could convey. Aslong
as this perception remained, there was no need of
the written Word, for throuzh that perception ce-
lestial love could be implanted direstly into their
hearts. When their descendants bad lost that per-
ception, 80 as no longer to perceive at oace the
heavenly arcana involved in the earthly symbols
presented to view, yet, by symbolic knowledge
derived from the perceptions of their predecessars,
they reduced symbolism or correspondence to a
science, by the study of which they made them-
seives acquainted with the general pninciples of
the correspondence which exists betweeq the spi-
ritval and the material world, uniting them as
cause and effect. Hence, they arranged a regular
system of symbolic language, of which the natural
significations, although surpassingly beautiful and
interesting, were of but kttle importance when
compared with the heavenly arcana of which
those symbols were the representatives. As long
as & knowledge of the ‘ecience of correspondence
was preserved in its purity, there was no absolute
necessity for the written Word; for by their
thorough knowledge of symbolism, they made
themselves acquainted with many of the spintual
teuths contained in it; and hence their minds were
opened to the direct.influx of spiritual truth from
heaven, by means of which their hearts might be
purified and love be implaated 1n the will. But
the next stage of degeneracy by destioying that
knowledfe, of corrupling itso asto make it the
source of baneful superstilions 1instead of faith 1n
a true and pure religion, rendered necessary the
inavguration of the wrni‘en Word, as the only
neaus left of providing wrect communication of
heaven with earth, and of the Lord with man. ~

The Diwvine Trimty existing in the Lord is re-
presented with more or less distinciness in all His
works. We read in Scripture of the: three- hea-
vens, corresponding to ‘which are three degrees in
the mind of mag, which, as'they are succesiively

opened by diviae ligkt, and occupied by divine
love, fit him lar admission to the first, second; or
thitd heavens, Theen degrees, tor couverienie,
we may call celestial, spintitval, and natural, ft
is important that this subject should be viewed in
the proper light, ‘The general churches upon this
earth have been four, as follow: The Most An-
cient ‘Adamic, or Ante-diluvian; the Ancient
Noahti¢, or Post-diluvian; the Abrahamic, He-
brew, or Jewish; and the nomunal, or external
Chrietian. The real, or internal Ohristian, is the
fitth one, which is to surcéed them, and remain
for ever, But while this makes five general
churches, there<are but three diepensations—the
Patriarchal, extending from Adam to Abraham
the Hebrew, extending from Abraham to John the
Bapust; and the Christian,

Divine truth descends by three degrees, through
the celestial and spiritual, to the natural or ulus
mate, before it is in its fullness and power to pros
duce fruit, and re-ascend. The Patriarchal Church
descends by two degrees, from the internal to the
external, or from the celestial to the spintus}
And the Chnstian Church, 1n like manner, ascends
by two degrees, from the external to the internal.
Whale the Jewish Church, developed only in the

‘natural or ultimate degree, forms the substratum

or basis to unite the two, in which the former ter-
minates and the latter begins, Under the Jewish
Dispensation there was merely an external or re-

resentative church, which could not pass from
internal to external, like the Patriarchal, or from
external to internal, like the Christian § its changes

of states showing only the diflerence between

what 18 more or less external, and passing from the
refined natural to what is merely sensual and cor-
poreal, a

In both the Patriarchal and Hebrew Dispensa.
tions we find the internal or pillar-of fire gowg
before, while the external or pillar of cloud brought
up the rear. Showing, that under both these dis-
pensations, the first atate of the church was the
purest, and was succeeded by one less pure: a
proof that they were of a tiansitory character,

reparing the way for something mote pesfect.
Eut when we come to the Chnstian Dispensation,
it is different. The pillar o fire which had gone
before in the night of the Lord’s parual reveat.
ment, in the bright day of his personal presence
and incarnation withdraws to the rear, and leaves
the pillar of cloud, or the external to lead; thus
giving assurance of the enduring permanence and
stability of the third, or Christian Duspensation,
by showing its most imperfect state to be 1ts first
and its progress to be towards great punty and
perfection, I know that Oliver reverses theve ex.
emplars, and makes the Baptist the pillar of fire;
bur I think he errg.  Celesnial love 1s the fire ro.
presented, and that was pre-cmnently given to the
‘theloved disciple.”” The Baptist tounded the ex-
ternals of the Christian Church, by baptizing with
water i the river Jordan, which was the boundary
of Judea; and therefore signified admission into
the church and heaven, the spinitual” Canaan.
‘Whiie the Evangelist was reserved 1o unfold the
internal things of the Christian Church, the last
revelation of the Divine will, containing the alpha
and omega of the Divine mysteries.

There is still another view in which these pa.
rallels may be considered: that s, in relation to
the Word of Ged, the great masome hght; and
this view is a very important one, because, on the
tops ot those two parallels, in a properly arranged
hieroglyphic chart, the Holy Seriptures rest as upon
sure supports, The most aucient people. had not
the Word in its written form, but_a spinitual-per-
ception.of its interior contents. Thus Abel, wbo
introduced animal sacrifice as a symbol of expia~
tion, and was himself a 1ype of the great Sacrifica
to be offered in expiution of the sins of the world,
may be conuidered as representing the Prophetic
Word ; the'symbol of wbich, in the fourfold com-
posttion of the cherubim, is the ox, an aumal of
sacnifice, And Setb, from ‘vhom in regular ge-
oealogical descent the promised Messiah was to
come, the Historic Word ; which, in” the four-fofd
composition of the cherubim, is represented by
the ion3 and in the Scriptures, the Messinh s
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