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the presumption that it was equal in
rights, duties and authority to the
recognizing Grand bodies. :
The principle of jurisdiction is not
asgerted hera for the first time. It is
of such universal acceptance that there
can be no room for doubt that it is
fully understaod and acknovwledged in
England as elsewhers throughout the
world. I am not disposed -to insult
the intelligence of your Grand Liodge
officers by supposing that the granting
of the Warrants to the Mark Master
TLodges in Montrezl is to be defended
on the quibble—a quibble unworthy
of the dignity of a Grand Lodge—that
there is @ distinction between Mark
Master Lodges and Chapters in Eng-
land and Wales. To admit such a
-quibble as a reason for such a policy
would be to submit the integrity and
presexvation of this Grand Chapfer to
he mercy of & foreign jurisdiotion.,
The next step might possibly be an
invasion of our territory by the Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of ¥ingland, on
the pretence of providing Chapters for
Mark Master Lodges, within our juris-
diction. There would be no limit to
the policy of disintegration; nor when
this Grand Chepter had, by submis.
10n, tacitly surrendered its possessory
rights, could it again, without ques-
tion, assert its claim to an indepen-
dent territorial existence. '
. The Grand Chapter of Quebec-has
jurisdiction, and exclusive jurisdiction,
over all the intermediate degrees of
Royal Arch Masonry, as well tho
Mark Master as the other degrees be-
tweew that and the Royal Arch, which
it includes; and had such jurisdiction
when recognized by your Grand Lodge
and the sister Grand Chapters in the
United States. ' It is a fair presump-
tion that the principle prevails in
England as elsewheye throughout the
world, that the whole dnecludes ifs
partd. The correctneps of that prin-
cipleis the foundation of the exelusive
Jurisdiction of the Grand Chspter of
Quebec 23 egainst the usurpation of

<]

your Grand Lodge. By its offéct the
<xolusive right to govern und control |

the Mark Master work in this Pro-
vince it vested in the Grand Chapter
of Quebee,

I am forther informed that your
Grand Lodge defends its usurpztion
on the ground that it was ~ecessar
to furnish Mark Master Lodges for
Masgter Masons working under War-
rants from the Grand Lodge of Master
Masons of England.

The reason is so untenable, and
contains so gross a reflection uyon the
subordinate- Chapters of this Grand
Chapter in the city of Montreal, that
I am not fully prepared to believe

-that it has been urged in good faith

9y any one in authority in your Grand
Lodge. It would be an assumption
either that the subordinate Cheapters
are incompetent and incapable of per-
formfhg their functions or had refuged
to extend the privileges of Capitular
Masonry to the members of Blue
Lodges working under the jurisdiction
of the Grand Liodge of England. In
either cage there was a plain dyty, en
honest course, prior to resorting to
the harsh 2t of nsurpation to be pur-
sued by the Grand body teking such
ground. -

There has been np such conduct on
the part of subordinate Chapters in
Montreal or elsewhere in Quebec ag
to give the slightest color of reason
for such en assumption. The Grand
Chapter of Quebec and its subordinate
Chapters have faithfully performed
their respective duties toward the
members of such Blue Lodges as de-
gired advencernent in Capitular Ma-
gonry; and in factnearly all the M.
Masons named in the Warrants
granted received the M. M. and inter-
mediate degrees in our subordirate
Chapters. .

In view of the circumstances ang:
the position of which this' Grand
Chepter must_take in defencs of its
rights and of ifs existence, it was per-
haps unneccssary tu ellude fo 'the
pesition of the two Grand bodiss
towerds one siother or to furnish the
reasons, however briefly given hers,
for the conyse which 3, is intended to



