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ed f rom seed, and will frequently flower a
littie the first y-bar if sown in a hot bed
in March or April.

With the fiowers described, as well as
those that bloom during March 'and
April, one can have something comuing on,
to cheer and interest o-ne, from March to,
the end of May, the three spring months.
I do not wisli you to infer that there will
be much bloom in March, for that would
be niisleading, but even a few snowdrops
are worth while after our long, cold win-
ters, and the procession of the flowers
is steady, if sometimes slow, in cold sea-
sons. By the end of April you will find

~yourself going out each morning to see
if there is flot something more in bloon
since the previous day, and you will be
anxiously watching each little bud un-

and in the time of bloomning. T. puni-
illa cirulea, a mîdget of only four inches
high, with small flowers of a delicate
mauve-blue throug-hout-preceding the
others by nearly a week. llhere are yei-
low, white, and purple varieties, some
with bloomis as large as those of the
German iris, somre coming early and
some only fading as T. Florentina, the,
forerunner of the Gernian iris, begins.
They delight in a well-drained soil and
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The Pereiuiial Border"
F. E. Buckc, Central Experîmeutal Fer., Otawa.

The following are a few short rules
to follow in the making of a perennial
border:

Prepare the ground for'perennials - in
the early autumn, or prepare in the
spring, and plant annuals in it for that
season., The cultivation of these annuals
will greatly improve the ground for the
perennials. In preparing the bed, work
in thoroughly plenty of well-rotted
-nianure.

Underdrain the border if the soil is
heavy. If it is very heavy add, in addi-
tion to manure, some sand or peat as
well.

Order the plants from the nursery com-
painy in g-ood tite. This will ensure your
g-etting ail] the plants you order, and it
will enable you to plant early and to get
the best resuits.

Order most of the plants in the suin-
mer for autumn planting, except a few
that are best planted in the spring. These
latter you mnay order during the winter.

Plant as soon as received and don't
on any accoulit ]et the roots dry out. Set
the plants a little bit deeper than they
were in the nursery, but don't smnother
them.

If you can raise most of the plants
yourself from seed, do so. Sow the seed
early in the spring, and the plants will
be ready to transplant into the border by
the fall.
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