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- NATIONAL PATRIOTISM.

Bv W. Irwin, Principal Fresaerton P. S

O many teachers, who are already 7 eternity itself, we should do our very

overworked in the preparation of
candidates for the various literait ex-
aminations, it thay seem an inj ustice to
expect them to do atything towards
the mculcatlon of a patriotic senti-
ment ; yet since education should fit
a person for true cxtxzenshxp, and true
citizenship must be co-existent with
fove of countty, it follows that the
teachér who fails to instil into the
hearts and minds of his pupils a feel-
inz of lova!ty to their fatherland fails
to perform orie of the highest func-
tions of thie trué teacher.

Patnottsm is defined to be * Love
and devotlon to ome’s country; the
spirit that prompts to obedience to its
la¥ws, to the suppott and defence of its
existence, rights and mstxtutlons, and
to the promotion of its walfare.” This
is a comprehenswe definition, but to
dic-for ohe’s conntry is perhaps'a more
popular and a more ancient definition
of pa.tnottsm We don’t always want
to die, and, while it is our privilege to
live, we may live for our country in
such thanneras toact the part of the
truest patnots by using the talents
Gnd bas given usin striving to elevate
humamty to a higher plane of true
Christian brotherhood, and as teach-
€r5, mth an mﬁnence as lastmv as

best for the universal good.

We want a broader patriotism thanp
that which is limited by national
boundaries, and to grasp these }ngher
ideals of true greatnéss, and to appro-
priaté to otirselves, and to incorpo-
rate into our constitution what has
proved a bléssing in the constitution
of any. truly “great and prosper:
ous nation should be the ambition of
every subject, and until we are willing
to do this we fail to fill properly the
hxghest duty of the best type of citi-

-zéh, This léads us to realizé the abso.

lute importaticé of knowing nof only
the history and ¢ivil goveérnment of
our own country, but also the hlstory
and government of every nation that
leads the van imsocial, political and
religious reform.” "We all admire, no
doubt, this tru!y catholic spmt of a
universal patriofism, yet the ties of
nature force us into a deeper love for
that land which we afe pleased to call
by the endearmg name of home,
Patriotism is ati essential factor i in
national greatness, and the greater
degree fo which this 1ove~of-country
spirit is developed the greater will be
the height to which such countty will
ultimately and inevitably rise among
the pations of the world In order to.



