been a sealed boo It bhas been 1mposs1ble to extract
the truth from his evasive réplies. If asked his opinion
: of religion in the abstract, heknows not the true mean-

T ing of the term. His ideas of the eXistence-of a-]

’ are vague, at best; and the lines of separation between
it and necromancy, medical magic, and demonology are
too faintly separated to allow him to speak with discrimi-

-nation. The best reply, as to his religious views, his ¢

» mythology, his cosmogony, and his general views as to
the mode and manifestations of the government and
providences of God, are to be found in his myths and
legends. When he assembles his lodge-circle, to hear
stories, in seasons of leisure and retirement in the depths
of the forest, he recites precisely what he believes on
these subjects. That restlessness, suspicion, and’ mis-.
trust of motive, which has closed his mind to inquiry,
is at rest here. If he mingles fiction with history, there

; tle of the latter, and it is very easy to see where

ends and fiction begins. While he amuses his

" hearers with tales of the adventures of giants and dwarfs,
and the conflicts of Manito with Manito, fairies and en-
chanters, monsters and demons, he also throws in some
few grains of instruction, in the form of allegory and

fable, which enable us to perceive (rhmpses of the heart

and its affections.
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