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prefs nature. Notwithftanding this precaution, there
were moments in which he gave himfelf up to me- "
lancholy. It was then neceffary tO invent new plea.
fu: es, in order-to excite freh fenfations. As fooi "
as I percei' ed thefe pr- duced no effel, I redo.ibled "
my attcntion to fubfticute.others that-might be more-
prevalent.&

Re'igion wzs the greateif obflacle I had to fur- "
nount, f r the king was very devout. He prayed "
regularly, and went every day to mafs, but did not
pe:form his Eafter-devotions. This.,eftrangement
fr< m the facraments arofe rather from an excefs of "
delicacy, than a contempt for the communion. His' "
tranfitory amours feparated him fromthe faurament, "
which he feared to prophane. The jefuit who en-
joyed the title of his confeffor, had made various at- I
tempts to cconquer hs delicacy upon this hèad. His fath
power -ould have been more extenifive, as his peni- a g
tent would have beep she mvre at hs devotion ; but fan
Lew is XV.never fubmitted. r

I was judged a proper mlarument to hint fome- fien
thing*tosthe nona ch tipon this fubjet ; but it was a1g
neceffary that I fhoild begin by convincing myfelf, ng
in rder to perfuade the Kng. This was thought cau
an- eafy matter; peple -ot th' firft rank, ad of hen
confiderable dignity. in the church, but who fhail not of c
be named here, fearing îhat the Roman catholic re- drea
ligion might appear to lofe ground to the enemies of is fr
the fla-e, undertook this great work.

I was fnot much %erfed. in this kind of matters; fro
for -the women of Paris. have no more religion than P
what is jaft neceffary to prevent their having none of it
at ail. , mea

Thefe able theologifs fettled it as a principle, of V
" Tha fcaidal in a king was the greatefi evil he part
" could be guity of : that he is the mirrour, where then
" everV one looks to fee himfet: that his example 'by a
"- çanies with it that of ihe ftate ; that from the Conf


