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prefs nature. Notw:thﬁandmg this precaution, there
were moments_in' which he gave hnmfelf up to me-
lancholy It was then neceflary to invent new plea-
fu:es, in order.to excite frefh fenfations. As foon "
as I percei- ed thefe pr- duced no effect, I redobled
my attention to fubftitute.others that mxght be more -
prevalent zi

‘Re'igion was the greateﬁ' obftacle I had to for-
mount, for the king was very devout.” He prayed
‘regularly, and went every day to ‘mafs, but did not
pe:form his_KEafter-devotions. = This. eftrangement
from the facraments arofe rather from an excefs of
delicacy, than a contempt for the communion. His
tranfitory amours feparated him from the fafament,
which he feared to prophane. . The jefuit who en-
joyed the title of his confeffor, had made various at-
tempts to cenquer his delicacy upon this head. * His
power - ould have been mo-e extenfive, as his peni-
tent would have been .he mre at h.s devotion ; but
Levis XV. never fubmitted. .

I was judged a proper infirument to hint fome-
‘thing ‘to. the monaich upon this fubject ; but it was
neceﬂ'ary that | fho:1d begin by convincing myfelf,
in tler to perfuade the King. 'This was thought
an. cafy matter 5 pecple .ot the firft rank, and of
confiderable digmity.in the church, but who 'fhall not
be named here, tearmg that the Roman catholic re-
ligion might appear to lofe ground to the enemies of
the fta-e, undertook this great work.

1 was not much verfed in this kind of matters ;
for ‘the women of Paris have no more religion than
what is juft neceflary to prcvent their having none
at all.

- Thefe able theoloelﬁs fettled it as a principle,
¢ Tha. fcandal in a king was the greateft evil he
<< could be guilty of : that he is the mirrour, where
¢ everv one looks to fee himfe:f : that his example
& garries with it that of the flae ; that from the

. nmc.




