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of the £105,000 (or shares) of the Hudson
Bay Company ; therefore, since 25,000
were held by women and children, he
held half of all that carried votes. He
got from the company a grant of a large
tract around what is now Winnipeg, to
form an agricultural settlement for sup-
plying the company’'s posts with provi-
sions. 'We have seen how little disposed
its officers were to open the land to set-
tlers, or to test its agricultural capacities.
No one, therefore, will wonder that when
this grant was made several menibers of
the governing committee resigned. But
a queer development of the moment was
a strong opposition from holders of Hud-
son Bay stock who were also owners in
that company’s great rival, the North-
west Company. Since the enemy per-
sisted in prospering at the expense of the
old company, the moneyed men of the
senior corporation had taken stock of
their rivals. These doubly interested per-
sons were also in London, so that the
Northwest Company was no longer pure-
Iy Canadian. The opponents within the
Hudson Bay Company declared civiliza-
tion to be at all times unfavorable to the
fur trade, and the Northwest people ar-
gued that the colony would form a nur-
sery for servants of the Bay Company,
enabling them to oppose the Northwest
Company more effectually, as well as af-
fording such facilities for new-comers as
must destroy their own monopoly. The
Northwest Company denied the legality
of the charter rights of the Hudson Bay
Company because Parliament had not
counfirmed Charles I1.’s charter.

The colonists came, and were met by
Miles McDonnell, an ex-captain of Cana-
dian volunteers, as Lord Selkirk’s agent.
He styled himself ‘‘ captain® znd ‘“‘ gov-
ernor,” though he admitted lie had no
warrant to do so. The immigrants land-
ed on the shore of Hudson Bay, and passed
a forlorn winter. They met some of the
Northwest Company’s people under Alex-
andec McDonnell, a cousin and brother-
inlaw to. Miles MeDonnell. Although
Caplain Miles read the grant to Selkirk
in token of his sole right to the land, the
settlers were hospitably received and well
treated by the Northwest people. The
settlers reached the place of colonization
in August, 1812. This place is what was
known as Fort Garry until Winnipeg was
built. It was at first called ‘‘the Forks
of the Red River,” because the Assiniboin
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there joined the Red. Lord Selkirk out-
lined his policy at the time in a letter in
which he bade Miles McDonnell give the
Northwest people solemn warning that
the lands were Hudson Bay property, and
they must remove from them; that they
must not fish, and that if they did their
nets were to be seized, their buildings
were to be destroyed, and they were to
be treated ‘‘as you would poachers in
England.”

The trouble began at once. Miles ac-
cused Alexander of trying to inveigle
colonists away from him. He trained his
men in the use of guns, and uniformed a
number of them. He forbade the expor-
tation of any supplies from the country.
and when some Northwest men came to
get buffalo meat they had hung on racks
in the open air, according to the custom
of the country, he sent armed men to send
the others away  He intercepted a band
of Northwest canoe-men, stationing men
with guns and with two field-pieces on
the river; and he sent to a Northwest post
lower down the river demanding the pro-
visions stored there, which, when they
were refused, were taken by force, the
door being smashed in. For this a Hud-
son Bay clerk was arrested, and Captain
Miles’s men went to the rescue. Two
armed forces met, but happily slaughter
was averted. Miles McDonnell justified
his course on the ground that the colo-
nists were distressed by need of food. It
transpired at the time that one of his
men while making cartridges for a can-
non remarked that he was making them
‘““for those —— Northwest rascals. They
have run too long, and shall run no
longer.” After this Captain Miles or-
dered the stoppage of all butfalo-hunting
on horseback, as the practice kept the buf-
falo at a distance, and drove them into the
Sioux country, where the local Indians
dared not go.

But though Captain McDonnell was
aggressive and vexatious, the Northwest
Company’s people, who had begun the
mischief, even in London, were not now
passive. They relied on setting the half-
breeds and Indians against the colonists.
They urged that the colonists had stolen
Indian real estate in settling on the land,
and that in time every Indian would
starve as a consequence. At the forty-
fifth annual meeting of the Northwest
Company’s officers, August, 1814, Alexan-
der McDonnell said, ‘ Nothing but the



