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HANY PRIVATE BILLS |35 e e = TASSIST IN'THE GREAT
WERE ADVANGED (2255578 G2 S22 WORK OF DEVELOPHENT

the diversion of ‘water ifi the district.
journment. of the debate. : il 7 g

Mr: Bagléson !
The House adjourned until 880 | Colwoed- and Metchosin Dis-
MRS. JENNS DIES tricts to Co-Operate in"

3 = !
Wife of a"g_r, of 8t. John's Church Island’s Interests

A Passes Away ¥
(Frofn Thursddy’s Ddily.) e o (From Thursday's Dally.)

The afternoom sitthrg of “the'legisiast - - - - *(¥romr Thursdsy's Daily.) At a largely attended and enthusias-
ture _vestledrday‘ wastﬂevoted. entizely .to.|. . The- death of .Emma Jane Jenns the |tic meeting of the Colwood and Met-
the consideration of private bills, and | belgved . wife of the’ .Rev. Percival |chosin Development association = held
a number’ of “tHe private’ bills before | Jenns occurred.at the rectory adjoin- |last night at Colwood hall, it was un-
;?:ggiouse were: passed to:the.report itl;gdgg {:hn"i churcil'\hatg o’clocé: yes- | animously decided to affiliate with the
stage. 3 o orning. The deceased who y

Among these was the bifl t6 incor-| was in her 74th year waes“born in X:gcﬁ‘g:;:tles:m:gepf;;gg{’a’?ﬁﬁt :-fﬁgg:
porate the ‘British €Cohrmbia Permawn-'|Middlewich in the!County of Cheshire, {a branch of the latter organization
:;m] L;a:i &‘”af::’;'t'ur:& ':ﬁ‘:’,‘g{,“;':t Eene;nla.xf::'." ) A]tthough ~her health has|The necessity of co-operation with the

ealing w “of~the. it-"1 ng for some years, her ill-
ments to be allowed the dompany was.{ness only assumed a pronounced stage fﬁ;’?&,‘;‘,’;‘”,‘i’,‘;‘“‘} {’"‘5‘“’“ éeaf.ueé' ft
introduced by Mr. Henderson (Yale)| Within tén_days past. The funeral |wood and Motehesin dietrite To to be
and will be .considered.wher  the bill4 will take pla¢é.from St. John's church et a ShnasltstEGly, T 1o B
reaches the ‘report stage. . - >i. ' | &t 4 o'clock upon Saturday afternoon | T;nce WHE, Te00gnixoH,

A debate arose over the-bill #6 con- | @0 "the intermént will be made in|, he meeting was the annual meet-
conidate JEHe 8 g and water rights the new~Church ‘of- England plot in ng 'of the local association and after
O ohn e i‘nlwthe, Boo country, Ross Bay cemetery. s{)(;ne routine matters had been con-
0L d seconipaniing wcaamaidjoﬁrqedlqn The late lady had been a resident|®idered the decision to affiliate with
motion of Mr. Hagleson' (Lfllooet): ; | Of Victoria for. over forty years, and |the Vancouyer Island . Development

The Goat River Water Ppwer -and| despite her health to the last she|league was reached.

Light company ‘bill was passed in| (00K a deep interest in the work of | H. G. Wilson, A. W. McCurdy, John
committee with "the exception of “the | the church. g:!eltslf:;ln? I;I bM Flilllerttoxl:, r{xyemberg
ictoria branch of the ancou-

Vesterday' Afternoon’s Sitting
of House Devoted to Pri-
vate .Members.

NEW LACE
CURTAINS

Your window decorations are not merely a matter of goods and
prices. You want to be sure of getting whatever is in accordance
with the latest or at least well-approved style, or whatever is taste-
ful, artistic and pleasing.

' WE QUOTE THESE PLEASING PRICES ON
OUR NEW STOCK JUST ARRIVED
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pet Store
bme Money
hase of your: carpets,
ering the very finest
prices. Come in and
and let us show you
siness.

unusually fine, and
brtunity to show you
he splendid values at

Carpets, yd..$1.50
Carpets, yd..$1.90
ster .Carpets, per

J
OU THIS

show you this modern
blerwa'l cloth, specially
pantry, bathroom, etc.

all papers, and outlast
everlasting.

iful patterns we show.

) ‘ééablé ' and

active Cover
he Floor of .
ir Bedroom

the most popular bed-,
or coverings. we. have

g the past two years’

this Fibre Matting.
is so much that ¢an be:
avor ‘of this style of
pering.  It—

together. and turns

not break or require-}
/

p odor or germs of-dis-
uble faced — doubleii
furniture does . not |

5 in art colors and artis-
Fns.
so superior ‘to Chima
mattings that it is fa&t
ing these. The slight
itial cost is soon tor-.
the long and excellent
t gives.
and warm in Winter
ghtfully cool and nice
er.
in and let us show you
ty new patterns and
explain its merits.
b range at, per yard—

Dc to 75¢

DREN TO SHOP

, to do your shopping,
inted in the plainest of |
e prices are the fairest

i

~

pu are protected in this
s being. in the case of

<3

EST—ESTAB. 1862

CHURCHES
SCHOOLS
STORES
OFFICES

L

RY: HUMBOLDT ST.

clause dealing with expropriation pow-

ers. p vy

The bill to incorporate the?

Rupert and Port Simpson -
company was given third reading and
passed. P -

The bill to incorporate the Graham
Island Railway company was given
third reading and passed. ”

The bill to amend the Vancouver in-
corporation Act, 1900, was given third
reading and passed.

Goat River Bill

The House then went into commit-
tee on the bill to incorporate the Goat
River water, Power and Light com-
pany, Limited (Mr. Schotield).

The section of the bill giving ‘the:
company the right to expropridte was
held over on motion of Mr.. Williams
(Newcastle) who said that thé com-’
pany was demanding the‘same powers
with regard.to private lands as were
ordinarily given to raflways passing
‘through public”lands. :

A new section was introduced by
Mr. Schofield giving_  the company
power to cut down frees for a space
of 75 feet on either side of their line,
when the latter passed through a
wood. For the damage” thus caused
compensation must be. made by the
company to the owner, and in case of
dispute as to this compensation, the
Arbitration Act was io be taken ad-
vantage of. This was adopted.

The committee Tosg and' reported
progress. ¥

The bill -to- amend- the False Creek {mid

Joreshore Act, 1904 (Mr. Macgowan),
was considered in committee. The bill
was reported- complete with . amend-
ments. & % bdprs g
The bill to incorporate : the Hardy
Bay and Quatsino Sound Railway
company -was considered in tommittee:
The bill was reported without amend-
ments. : ! s
The bill to incorporate  thé B. "C.
Permanent Loan company ‘was con-
sidered in committee, i
B. C. Permanent Loan

Mr. Henderdon (Yale) introduced an

ting. ...the.,. Inyest:,

mendment, . .x
‘ffngnts of the company to mortgages

survived by three

ver Island Development League,  and

ldaughters. THey are Mrs. Ridgway
“Wilson,” Mrs. R. B. Punnett, both of
this ¢ity and Mrs. Lang who lives in
Scotland. R. J. Jenns, accountant in
the E. & N. offices, E. H. Jenns, bar-
rister of Vancouver and L. H. Jenns of
Grand Rapids are the sons.

PEOPLE WILL DECIDE
 ABOUT LOCAL OPTION

Premier McBride Has Decided
to Submit the Matter to a
Plebiscite
5 . Fis £
(From Tuesday's Daily)

Prémier McBride has given an
answer ‘to the deputation headed by
the Rev. Dr. Spenser which recently
interviewed the government in refer-
ence to ‘Local Option. ' The delegation
had an interview with the  executive
February 2 and made a strong plea
for the introduction “‘of legislation
Wwhich would result in communities be-
‘ing able to 'decide for th&mselves
whether or no the sale of intoxicating
liquor should be "permitted in their
st.

Mr. McBride, at thé time assured the
deputation, whose, demands were sup-
portei by a largely signed petition,
that the matter would rgceiye the most
eareful consideration at’his hands and
those of his colleagues. As a result
hé ‘wrote 'te. Dr. Spenser ‘on Saturday
informing him that the decision of. the
cabinet was that on a matter of the
first importance such as local ‘option,
the wishes of the electorate should be
taken. Accordingly’ the question will
be submitted to ‘a plebiscité” of 'the

PeoD: ‘ - z
" The daté of the submission and the
ct form it will take have not yet

ided upon, andWhe e de
or hypothecs upon purchased or lease- |¢ajls aré mettled further mvwmsbg
hold .real estate, or: -jmmovables| ga; ARy e, o

f > "‘ﬁ e b % | sent to Dr. Spenser.

and ‘thé -debentures,”
other securities.of any’government or
any municipal ‘or school - cotporation
olv caa.:te;ed bank. Hien drew the dis-
tinction he L Aan tment -and
speculative compary.® ge.’ said " the
company in question wis a_loan édm-
pany, using the savings of compara-
tively few people for its investment.
The government should be very care-
ful in the maétter of the securities in
which the ¢ompany should be allowed
to deal..' He did not think that' these
‘investments should include the securi-
ties of incorporated -companies gen-
erally. ; : v
Mr. Bowser thought that the claus
limiting "the investment of the com-
pany to’ 20 per cent. of '1its - paid up
capital in the securities of incorpor-

ated companies atforded sufficlent pro- |F

.tection to the public. |
It was decided that the amendment

should be placed on the order paper t

.and moved when the bill comes up for
report.

The bill was reported complete with %

amendments, ;

: The John Hopp Bill

The adjourned debate on the second
reading of the bill to comnsolidate the
mining claims and water ghts of
John Hopp, in Cariboo, was the next
order. Mr. Jones (Cariboo) said that
he had about twenty telegrams from
Kamloops and Barkerville protesting
against .the passing of this bill. . He
said thé people in Cariboo were: op-
posed to the bill because they believed
it was not in their interests to tie up
2 large area-of mining land by giving
away the water. He said the bill af-
fected ten square milesiof land and
13,400 miners’ inches of water, thirty-
five records affecting twenty streams,
having been taken out. He said that
Mr, Thomson had stated that there
was no need for any change in the ex-
isting law, and within a month he had
brought in this bill. The company was
Hke a wild-cat. It wasn't a question
of getting hold of it, but of getting rid
of it. ;
¢ Mr. Yorston (Caribop) said that if
the powers asked for Wwere granted it
would be unfair to the other miners.
He sald the bill would give Mr. Hopp
power to hold up holders of other
claims in his vicinity for forty years.
He declared that the bill would put a
stop to prospecting in the district af-
fected, and that the people in €ariboo
were a unit against it.

Mr. Hendersomw (Yalg) said that the
bill would mot be introduced if' there
were easy communication with the
district affected. The province was
parting with all the land and water
within a radius of ten to twelve miles
to ay American citizen. Hopp was
asking ‘for 19,066 acres, 18,400 miners’
inches of water and the entire flow
of Frénch creek.

“We have not the information ne-
cessary to discuss this'  matter in a
businesslike way,” said Mr. Hender-
son. “The law of the land states that
not more than ~ten claims shall be
amalgamated, while this bill asks for
twenty. It also 'asks that ‘less work
shall -be required than s required un-
der the law_on the . claims he now
holds, and that work done on real es-
Itate claims shall also count under the
aw.” .

He said.that the bill. was" an at-
tempt to grab land ‘and water, for ma

the’ giving away by the province
the rights over a'section ©f territo:
and receiving nothihig therefop. . %
Mr. McPhillips (The Islands) pro-
duced a telegram from 56 gentlemen
in the aistrict: affected in favor .of the
bill. He said" that the Cariboo coun-
try was not . an, individual ..miner's’
country, byt one for the operations of
companies or men with large capital’

reason given and for no claim. *Iﬁ.w&‘

ral_ government
5. for -harbor -1m Sy @
North mm&ou fhto >_‘dg
he .gubject’ of -the.:praposed extensio

of \(,.ﬁ,-x.mt;m are hath in. Ot~

e v

The*North “Vaneouver -deputation
had. & very satisfactory hearing by the
minister of railways this morning.
The Vancouverites, however, headed
by Mayor. Douglas only got in. today,
and have not yet had time to shake
off the dust of travel. In-the absence
of, Capt. McKenzie, representing the
shipping interests, they cannot have a
hearing before tomorrow.

The minister of railways in reply to
the representations of North Vancou-
ver appreciated to the full the objec-
tion'to the railway company being ail-
lowed to expropriate land fin that
place at values which it properly had
at the time the plans were filed four
yvears ago, since present values in
North Vancouver were represented to
be seven times what they were in 1905.
He promised also favorable considera-
tion to the request that at least ten
miles of the V. W. & Y. main line
should be” built before the” company
obtained an extension of {its charter
rights in respect of the construction
of branch lines.

Although the government has al-
ready anneunced that it will have no
raflway subsidy to propose this ses-
sion "it is thought this will not keep
them from correcting clerical mis-
takes in printing the statues of last
session, which preventéd the V. W. &
Y. from availing themselves of the
subsidy parliament agreed to grant
them last spring.

Ship Subsidy Bill Defeated.
Washington, March 2.—The ship
subsidy bill previously passed by the
United States senate was defeated in
the house of representatives today by
the narrow margin of three, the vote
resulting 172 to 175.

Railway Commission
““Ottawa, March 2. — The regular’
monthly meeting of the board of rail-
way commissioners will not be held
tomorrow, "but_has been postponed for
% week owihg to the death of Mrs. M.
P. Davis, mother of Mrs. D'Arcy Scott,
wife of the assistant chief ‘commis-
sloner. / =

.Comox ‘Man Kils. Hims#lf
’ souver, .March 3—David Esler, |
e Fincouvér Tands commit:
ted suictde on Sunday. He crawled
into a secluded spot iniStahley park,
‘where he took launanum and cut his
throat with .a razor. The body was
found this. afternoon. « He had-been
‘wortrying over financial affairs.

various branches was

d the, Island 1league.

‘ %n‘ﬁo’n to:the  necessity . of ‘more

SI’. Dallas. Helmcken, K. C., attended
e

meeting and delivered short
speeches in which the benefits to be
derived from the co-operation of the
pointed out:

George Heatherbell, president of the

Colwood and Metchosin Development
association,

presided and welcomed
the visitors from the city. He pointed
out that in the work of development
the district association had been a
fore runner, having been organized
two years ago. He was sure that the
Vancouver Island Development league
would do a great work in advancing)
the welfare of the Island and the Colt |
wood and Metchosin ' Dévelopment
League would prove of benefit to that
district.

District’s Needs. :

What was needed was co-operation.
Let all work together with one aim
and the objects desired would be, a¢-
complished.. There was a great deal
of work for the local branch to : do.
Roads to the sea are . necessary, a
ferry across the Esquimalt Harbor
is imperative, better and more 'fre-
quent mail delivery, a better rural
telephone service, improved transpor-
tation facilities, “all are needed if tae
district is.to develop as it should and
the hest section of the Island settled.
Funds would be required but he felt
that the people of Colwood and Met-
‘chosin ‘would respond liberally.

C. E. Griffiths, secretary of the As-
sociation, made a brief report showing
what had been done during the year.
Subscriptions to the amount of $64.50
had been received and expenditures
had amounted to $25.50, leaving a bal-
ance on hand of $39. -

Mr. Heatherbell then introduced the
Victoria visitors, whom bhe thanked
for the interest they displayed in the
welfare of the district association.

Island Development.

H. G Wilson considered he 'was
honored in again being before the as-
sociation which he had ‘helped to or-

ment: Leagiie- #nd *eéxpresse
the belief that it would ac¢complish’a
great work, The Victoria Tourist as-
tion:- had accomplished “much but

‘the 18aling 1bisihesy ‘men of the city |’

belléved that Victoria should’also do
something towards aiding the develop-
ment of the island. e }

< Wilsan: briefly related- the pro-

4 e W 3 v :
|| ceedinigs at.the recent meeting when
"} delegates from all eqmt;a on the island

had asgembled in Victofia to organize

| the, T eaAgU The, utmost, en-
‘thusiasm had been g}l wn.  Mr. Mar-
pole, of the E. and N. was as enthu-
siastic as any, and had promised; to do

} f’e(grjrtﬁiy_z_wip(hls; .power. to, assist the

work of #he_league, The Victoria as-
that 'f m,imww $12,000
‘ iThe parent leagne has
t%;qn “the . goyer 1t -and,'called

d- 4t is

trails) ' The government has .practi-
Lcally ~agreed: to spend & large -amount
for*this’ purpose. . When timber’ men
‘and . prospectors ' get "into ythe. interior
Show. what wealths gHers s thie

;. WAIL" folIow.  What 18 nseddd

nd’ raih

238 {a only by the united efforts of dl
the' branches thaf any 1l bénefit can
‘be  secured. .. By ‘co’éopeaﬂqni‘* much
more can be accomplished "than by
individual effort. Some day, Mr. Wil-
son ®aid, he hoped to see a gfreat if-
crease in population, What is needed
is a great deal of money. Mr. Wilson
hoped: that the different leagues will
say what their respective .districts re-
quire and the parent league will B’e
in a position to'answer all inquiries ih
&, satisfactory: manner. Victoria - will
endeavor to see that if the Colwood
seection wants any thing it will get it.
Co-Operation Necessary.

W. H. Fullerton pointed out that
the main thing needed to successful-
ly carry on the work of the league, is
co-operation. ‘If every man, woman
and child can be induced to help along
the good work the success of the Van-
couver Island ~Development League
will be assured. = He instanced the
growth of Calgary where the earnest
work of the people in advancing their
town has more it what it is.

Mr. Fullerton declared that Van-
couver Island is one of the greatest
countries in the world today, a coun-
try of boundless resources. What is
needed is settlers. The time is com-
ing when the island will be covered by
a net work of electric railways. Peo-
ple in Victoria are waking up and
with the co-operation of the people in
the surrounding districts the best re-
sults will be secured. The organiza-
tion of the Vancouver Island Develop-
ment League is only the step*act in
the coming great development of the
island, which is destined to be the
finest portion of British Columbia.

A Great Movement.

John Nelson congratulated the
members of the Colwood and Metchos-
in Development Association on the de-
cision to come into the Vancouver Isl-
and Development League. He had
‘been at-the meeting when the two lo-
cal assoclations were formed and he
believed that the people of the dis-
trict .would surely benefit by its as-
soclation .with the League.

Mr. Nélson outlined the objects to
the League and pointed to the 'fact
that with-a number of local associa-

{ tions working together.to advance the

interests of the Island the very best
results “will be obtained. Mr. Nelson
touched on some of the benefits which
.Colwood and Metchosin districts may
expect to secure by intelligent ad-
vertising.. He referred to the bene-
fits “derived in the . Eburne district
where electric railroads are giving
ready access to ‘the markets. In Col-
wood the contrary ds the fact, there

ganize two_years _agq.. He explained
£ R T

:|-Myr,  McCurdy, amid applause.

are few conveniences either in trans-!
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Exclusive Millinery
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portation facilities on in the ordi-
nary home conditions. Until this lack
of facilities is overcome the district
will not progress .as' it should. .The
B. C. Electric company will soon be
developing power at Jordan River and
the Colwood peb'g}e.shou-ld see that
it is® adequately Served by the com-
pany. R ¥

'Mr. Nélson refetréd to the enormous
timber resources'inr the country tribu-
tary to 'the €olwé®d seetion. The lo-
cal association cé&eld do wmuch; to see
to the developmenti of the - industry,
“Fhen-therpis the: ~of roads to the
Sea. 'These #id drawbacks, will
bhe overcomé by ‘frtelligent co-bpera-
tion. : e
An Island. Far_Sale g

A. W.. McCurdy . declared that the
most extraerdinary. movement he had
ever. known is. thgt being undertaken
by the Vancouver Island Development
league. The unapimity with .which
every town and district has joined in
the movement is. remarkable. From
every point comes. . news' of the:for-
mation of associations, all determined
to work for. island development. : As
a business proposition it is unique.. It
is an organization formed to sell the
enormous resources  of Vancouver  is-
land. Everything necessary for the
comfort of mankind is -here. It has
a magnificent climate. = Its great. re-
sources are only waiting to be devel-
oped. Everybody must join in the
movement. It will ndt be long befgre
in Victoria one of the best publicity
agents of the continent will be at work
preparing proper literature and ad-
vertiBing matter.

““We have an island to sell,” said

Hé beliéved Colwood and Metchosin
were as fine sections as any in the
island, but population .is needed. The
péople 'here now 'should get together
and by co-opération overcome the dis-
advantages of which they' aré now
complaining. ' Latk“of roads and rafl-
ways, ' inefficient ' telephone service,
lack ‘of easy access to markets, and
a better mail service, all are needed
but will not be 'secured unless the
residents ‘6f the 'district are deter-
miined to pull together. /

Finish Work of Pioneers.-

H. Dallas Helmcken; K.C.,, expressed
his pleasure at being present at the
meeting. He declared that the resi-
dents of the district must keep pace
with the times. He believed good de-
velopment work can and will be done.
He was willing to- be dubbed a ‘“moss-
back” but he wanted to point out that
the pioneers had .Jaid the foundations
of the province’s futpre and it is now
up to the young people to get together
and take up the grand work of the
pioneers. Colwood and Metchogin had
led the way. The development move-
ment has ‘taken hold’' throughout the
island and to those gentlemen who
have taken such an active part in
furthering the Pproject every credit
must be given. !

Mr. Helmcken stated that strong re-

presentations have been made to the
government for a ferry at Esquimalt
and the government will agsist to the
extent of putting’'in approaches and a
whartf.  For other matters of the de-
velopment the government has appro-
priated a large sum for the Colwood
and Metchosin districts which hither-
16 have not got the attention they de-
served. By the. co-operation of the
| people of' the -district with the Vah-'
| couver Island Development league
| there will be wonders worked in.this
section of the island as well as else-
where.” Mr. Helmcken urged the
younger men to work for themselves
and at the same time assist in the
development of the district. Now that
all are at one it would be fitting for
the meeting to,approve of the forma-
tion of a local. branch of the league
and also to endorse the proposition of
a ferry. Mr. Heélmcken congratulated
Mr. McCurdy on the energy and enter-
prise which he has shawn in the de-
velopment of the Nootka marble quar-
ries, instancing it as the sort of energy
which should be shown by all.

On motion of Mr: Helmcken, a
hearty vote of thanks was passed to
the Victoria visitors amid applause.

A resolution forwarded by the Nan-
aimo -branch 'of sthe Vancouver Island
Development league, to the effect that &
meeting - of - delegates should be called
at once to discuss matters appertaining

to the best manner in which immediate
action can be taken whereby a trabs-
continental railway can be brought to
the ‘island was unanimously passed.
Resolutions advocating ' the establish-
;ment of a ferry and the opening us of
public roads to the sea were cafried as
well . as -a reseolution impressing. upon
the provinclal government the necessity
of a rural’ telephone service.
Relative' to the question of
phones, A.

tele-
W, McCurdy suggested that

the other rural- districts “be commiuni-|
cated with and all. co-operate in urging |’

upon +the .government the necessity of
a %&tger telephone and mail service. ..
-Following. thesmeeting refreshmen
weer sérved  atid dafding indulged I
Cheers® for »thé:!King and the Colwood
and Metchosin Devel t Assoéiation
were_ ‘heartily . giyen. . A . considerable
amount was subscrided towards the
funds of the association. Ty
The officers of the association, elecfed
some timé ago, are as follows:
Honorary ‘president, Dr. Watt; pres-
ident, George ~ Heatherbell; vice-presi-
den, W. O. Sweatman; secretar
Griffiths. .
.Delegates to the Vancouver
Development ILeague—H. C.

v, C Bl

. H. Peatt, J. H. Hirst,
Capt. Gosse, A. F. Frewing, M. Porter,
D. Henry, John Wallace, ‘D. Bell, G,
‘Weir, H. Fisher, R. Skelton and J. Fos-

YUKON PIONEER DEAD

Michael Laberge Was in Telegraph
Expedition NoAlrly Fifty Years
; go

A few. days ago, at the old town. of 5

Chateauguay, Quebec, was  buried
Michael Laberge, who 'was ohe of the
first party of.white men to reach Al-
aska with the practical purpose of
bringing the country within the réalms
of civilization, .and whose name is com-
memorated .in the now famous lake
and river Laberge. Faithful to the
traditions of the old French voy-
ageurs, he had come back many years
ago to die on his native heath, among
his_ kinfolk, who listened -in wonder
and admiration to his tales of adven-
ture. 3 ¢ P

Laberge was only 68 years of age
and had had the good sense to’ con-
serve a. small.fortune acquired'in his
wandering in- the Par® Nort! Way
back in 1865 when the Western Un-
fon Telegraph Co. undertook to es-
tablish a line to Europe via British
Columbia, Alaska and Siberia, it was
reminded of the endurance of French-
Canadians in such experiences as the
Astoos had been when they ,planned
Astoria a half century befare. . La-
berge was one of those -enlisted. un-
der the orders of Capt. Charles Buck-
léy, chief engineer, i

The ty left’ San Francisco July
12th, 1865, on the barques ' George
Wright and. Golden Gate. .After tak-
ing supplies at New Westminster and
Sitka, they reached St. Michael.
Here Laberge was detailed with the
party and Frank Ketchum to explore
the Yukon valley, which they did as
far as Fort  Yukon in 1866, During
the winter Laberge visited the Indians
at Unalaska, and started in the spring
of the year, when they learned  that
the exploration had been called off, for
San Francisco. The United States of-
ficers found the surveys made by this
party very useful when operations
were resumed a few years later by the
government, :

On reaching San Francisco in Sep-
tember, 1867, Laberge met a number
of his.countrymen, F. Mercier, Muses
Mercier, Nap Robert and BE. Grovel.
Together with Messrs. Smith, James,
Bern, and a few others, they laid the
foundation of the Piloneer American
Fur Trading company, and the first
fur trading expedition of that powerful
corporation was organized the next
spring and led by Laberge and Bern.

Laberge again went out to Alaska
in 1871 and did not come back to San
Francisco for four years. During that
time he acquired enough wealth and
adventure sufficient to satisfy him
through life.- When the Klondike gold
fever broke out the excitement of La-
berge was great. He shook as if with
ague as he read of the wonders of
Dawson, ‘‘To think that I have been
over every foot of that ground thirty
years ago,” he would say.  But he
wisely realised that he was too old to.

enter upon a new career,
His cempanion of early days, Fran-
]
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cole Mercier, at the time of the Yukon
developments, published .a remarkable
book in France, about Alaska, which
was mainly based on their personal ob*
servations of the country. -

ENGLAND’S AERONAUTS

L&tlQ Progress ‘Made in Heavier Than
i Air Machines

London, March ‘3. England’s back-
wardness in aeronautics is being se-
verely criticized—by the English them-
selves. . It seems, however, that Col.
Capper, who has charge of that branch
of the ndtional defence, is /perfectly
satisfied with his aeroplame, which, it
will be remembered, rose in the‘ air
on the 16th of October ‘lagt and came
to earth again with such’a bump that
it was smashed. to pileces. On the
8th of January, 1909, the British Army
aeroplane, having: been reconstruacted,
had. another trial :but this time .did
not léave the earth. Colonel Capper
expressed himself confident in the fu-
ture; in.fact, took up the position of
chajrman of a eompany that has been
reconstructed. On the 26th of Janu-
ary, 1909, the new Army aeroplane
succeeded again in leaving the ground
for quite two and a half yards, and, as
a result, was smashed up :again. Col.
Capper expresged himself as complete-
ly satisfled.

LONDON’S  INDEBTEDNESS

Local Debt Increased Two Dollars Per
ead in Five Years

London, March 38.—In the last six
years there has been an enormous
growth in the municipal indebtednesg
of London. The latest figures aré two.
years old, a fault which the Local
Goyvernment . Board persists in com-
mitting. ~ Still, 'a good deal can. be
learnéd from the figures of the”years
1899-1900 and 1905-8. The increase
the six years Treaches the

t‘ln
gigantic
sum of $945,000,000—an increase of 64
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per cent. Most people, when they read
such figures, console themselves with
the idea that in the same period there
must have been a corresponding rise in
revenue and in population, or at least
in rateable  value.. But-this. is not the
case in this instance.” The rates have
{ncreased, of course, with the indebt-
edness, because ithe interest of the
debt has to be paid; the rise in rates
is, ‘therefore, 48 per cent;. but the rise
in rateablé .value in six years is only
15 per-cent., and the rise in popula- 3
tien only 7 per cent. In other words,
the local debt alone: has increased in
six years from $6.37 a head to $8.52.

Against Low Cable Rates..

Sydney, March 2.—Of the 21 Aus-
fralian.representatives .to the imperial
press conference, 16 are owners or di-
rectors..:. Nearly all the delegates are
members or apparently nominees of
the newspaper syndicate, whose ini-
munity from local competition depends
entirely ~upon high cable rates. The
selection of country press delegates is
otherwise unaccountable, since the
suggestions of the association, repre-
senting 1,200 Australian provincial
néwspapers which favor lower cable
rates, "were rejected,

Lucky Baldwin’s Estate.
Los Angeles, Mar. 2.—The body of

1E. J. (Lucky) Baldwin was taken to

San  Francisco tonight. Racing at
Santa Anta was suspended today out
of respéct to the memory of the dead
turfman.. His will, disposing of moré
than $35,000,000, will be filed tomor-
row. ‘This is the largest estate ever
probated: in  Southern  California.
Knowing that there would be an at-
tempt to break any will that he might
make, Baldwin had his attorney;
Bradner M. Lee, draw a document that
would be sure to meet every possible
legdl requirement. This was executed
séveral months ago, while the old

‘man’s mind was still perfectly elear.

Attorney Lee declined to discuss the
contents of the will




