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THE PASSING OF ANGLING.

‘We drew attention yesterday to the
loss British _C}olumbia is suffering
““through -the .wanton' destruction of .game.
British Celumbia is suffering an equally
severe loss through thedestruction of
fish. We venture to say that wherever
a Idcal market has been opened for fish,
fishing ' as. a sport has-disappeared, or
is disappearing, in neighboring waters.
The reason is that illegal -and destructive
methods of catching the fish are resorted
to under the inducements of an active
market, and because insensate block-
heads are allowed to introduce predatory
species of fish into waters which wili
net support them, and trout as well.
Shawnigan Lake is not what it was,
(Cowichan river is not “what it was,
Somenos lake, we are told, has had the
deadly catfish introduced into it in large
quantities, and Kootenay river, between
Nelson and Robson is nothing like -what
it was ten years ago. Of course we
know that there are wonderful fishing
groundg in British Columbia, tha:t those
we have mentioned do not constxtute‘ a
one-thousandth part of the trout-bearing
waters of this province. But our po}nt |
js this. that there is no use in having
«ood dishing rivers and lakes, if the‘
Gsh in them are to be exterminated as
<oon as they become accessible, al?d
communities of human beings settlg in
their neighborhood. Professor Ifrx'nce
possibly the greatest fish expt.n't': living,
says in his report to the Dominion gov-l

erpment: ’

After an experience more thorough
and extensive than it has probably been
the privilege of any other living fishing
expert to have, I have come to the con-
clusion that the decline in the fisheries
in inland ‘waters is more directly due to
obstructions, natural and artificial, than
to any other harmful cause. Over-fish-
ing, poaching on the breeding grounds,
injurious -freshets, and similar nau_xral
causes, saw-dust, and -other polutions
have all worked injury more or less
serious, but none of these compare with
the deadly effects of closing the upper
waters to the ascent to the schools of
spawning fish, and of blocking, by dams,
ote., the movements, up and down, of
the' various migratory species in the
voung and the adult condition.

He says further: ; a0

i have already stated my opinion that
no other eause compares, in its harmful-
ness to the fisheries, with the erection
of high walls or dams across rivers up
which fish. have been accustomed -to
amigrate. Whether these dams be mere-
iy to creste ponds for the collection of
logs in the forest, or to raise the water
over extensive areas for floating timber
into main streams and channels, or for
saw mill and other water power pur-
poses, no cause has been more effec-
tively, injurious, or has so directly eaused
deterioration in our supply of fre'sh-
water fishes. To present the spawning
fish from reaching their accustomed
hreeding grounds is to. at once, exter-
minate -them. by an effective and rapid
means.

1. M. Inspector of Fisherles in Eng-
land, in his report of 1886, remarks:
“The two -vhief obStacles to improve-
ment are obstructions, and excessive
.capture of fish, and where fishing weirs |
exist these two are often combined.”
His statement is fully endorsed by Pro-
fessor Prince. Thus is one cause of the
depletion of our waters of fish made
tolenably plain. “If,” says Professor
Prince, “the spawning grounds be kept
free from pollution and the deposition
and fertilization of the eggs be nccom-?
plished; and if moreover free and un- !
obstructed access to these grounds be
provided for the fish, and, above all, if
over-fishing, excessive netting and des-
truction of the ascending fish be pre-
vented, there need be little fear that our

~supplies of salmou and valuable migra-
tory  species will wholly fail.”” These
are precisely the things which are not
teing dene in the most valuable sport-
ing waters of this proyince, that is the
waters which are most accessible. They
are being freely poached at all seasons
«of the year to supply a market eager
for fresh fish. There is no reason why
the market should not be supplied with
fresh fish in season and in reason, but
if that is to lead to the rapid extermina-
tion of trout in accessible waters, some
sieps should be taken to prevent it, and
to” préserve an . asset of the province,
not merely valuable as a food supply,
but as an attraction to tourists, and a
#inc and healthy sport for our own
Professor Prince is particular-
ly severe upon the introduction of coarse
predacious fish into virgin waters. Ile
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people.
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Of pike, suckers, perch, catfish and
similar coarse predaceous mish little need
be  said,  There may beé occasionally
muddy ponds or isoldted lakes where
these fish could be safely planted with-
out risk of their overrunning the whole
of the waters of the adjacent district;
but it may be laid down as a general
ruje -that these fish do not need the aid
of artificial fish-culture; and they
should be kept as far as possible within
their present range. To introduce them |
into virgin waters where they will soon
inevitably hold supreme sway, outnum-

- bering and overcoming in an incredibly
whort space of time the indigenous kinds
wf ffish, is eriminal.

Tt,is sincerely to be hoped that an au-
‘thoritative opinion like that will he suf-
ficient to prevent the extension of any
such criminality to any more of the
waters of British Columbia than are au
present infested with these undesirable
immigrants. Black bass, though a finer
sporting fish than those, are called “pug-
nacious marauders,” and the disappear-
ance of trout before them is said to be
inevitable.  Surely something ecan be
done to prevent the extermination of
same, and game fish which is going on
\vit)mut let or hindrance in this prov-
inge.
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It is not very easy from the in(-:lgrc
reperts available to get a clear under-
stamling ‘of the Land Purchase Bill for
Ervinm!. introduced yesterday in -th.c
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To prove o you .that Dr
Chase’s Ointment is a certain
and abrolute cure for each
and every form of itching,
A bleedingand protruding piles,
-%manufacturers'have guaranteed it, Ses tog.
;angnials in the daily press and ask your neigh-
bors what they think 6fit. You can vse it and
#et vour money back if not cured. 60c » box, a4
all dealers or EDMANSON, BATES & Cc. Teronto,

Dr’Chase’s Ointnient

=
seems

o mean a cash bouus of twelve million-
‘younds - sterling, and ‘a stocE“guarantee
f one hundred million. It is a rather
minous -coincidence that on the same
:av tnis bill was introduced, Consols
snould have dropped to the lowest point
nown in years,

:In his excellent. review of current
events in the Nineteenth Century for
Mareh, Mr. Wemyss Reid emphasises
the disruption of British politics which
we pointed out a short time ago. He
peints out’that in the first week of the
parliamentary session the government’s
majority -had fallen to ome half its nor-
mal proportions, and was evidently not
expressive of the sympathies of parlia-
ment, We notice too how, all political
discussion in Great Britain is beginning.
to resolve itgelf into-either commenda-
tion or;criticism of the utterances. of
Lord Rosebery. It is ‘a portent .not
without meaning. The London Daily
Mail puts: the situation-directly and in-
cisively. It says:

The speech which Lord Spencer de-
livered on Saturday at Birmingham . ..
is one of the most important signs of
the fimes; a sign all the more import-
ant in that it points clearly to the re-
union of- all that is progressive in the
Liberal party under Lord Rosebery’s
leadership. . . . A National Liberal
party, loyal to the Empire and purged
from all associations of sympathy with
the enemies of Britain would remove the
onc¢ and only reason for the continued
existence of the present government—
which is that it is impossible for the na-
tion to trust with power a party direct-
ed by Sir H. Campbeli-Bannerman.

o TN D AN SRl

The method of ' collecting, - or - rather
not collecting, the dog tax in Victoria is
a preposterous absurdity.  So far as we
can gather, a crusade is started against
dogs with a view of scaring owners to
the City Hall to pay the tax. Why is
4 man not sent round the city to collect
the tax in the same way as the poll tax
is collected? What is the tax but a
poll tax on dogs. After the round had
been made, the pound keeper could be
turned loose to capture untagged dogs.
If people refused to pay when asked, or
in reasonable time, they could be sum-
moned in the ordinary way. Surely if
gas companies and electric light compan-
ies can afford to go round collecting
small sums monthly, and find it is the
only way to keep their receipts in order,
the city can afford to do the same thing.
Complaints are pouring in upon us every
day over this matter, and it is quite
time a system more rational than the
present ome was adopted. Why we
should cling to a. medieval custom in
connection with the dog tax is beyond
our comprehefision. ‘A change would
result in more revenue, rid the city of
a lot of worthless dogs, and free people
who value their pets from the dread of
having them impounded or poisoned.
Because dog poisoning always springs
up when a city is infested with a lot
of*untaxed semi-ownerless mongrels, and
it is unfortunately, but seldom that the
untaxed semi-ownerless mongrels make
a meal off the poison. The victims are
generally dogs too gentlemanly to ques-
tion the wholesomeness of anything set
before them to be eaten.

B e s
GAME DSTRUCTION.

We publish a letter this morning from
Mr. k. ®. allop of wanterbury, B:.G;,
which tells a sickening story of thne
wholesale destruction of game in North
Kast Xootenay, . In the valley of the
hootenay river thers is a nobie park,
sun"oun(led by mountaing on an sides,
until recently the’ breeding ground and
winter asyium of moose and ek and
deer without number, as the horns aud
bones strewn on the ground testity. Ac
customed to range the mountams dur-
ing the summer and fall, the herds come
down into this valley during the winter
and early spring for food and shelter
during the breeaing season. Agamst
dogs and rifles thev are us helpless as a
flock of chickens in a.barnyard, and in
consequence have been almost exter-
minated, the smau remnant left having
taken refuge in a swamp, where their
pursuit is not so easy. Ome does not
have to be a sportsman to recoil against
the practice ot coursing gravid deer|
with hounds and then slaughtering them, !
or of rounding up mountain st ep on |
rocky promontory in a flock and slaying|
them by wholesale. So far as the
query in Mr. Gallop's letter goes, these!
practices are entirely against the law|
whether carried on by Indians or white
men, and we quite agree with lum that
immed:ate steps should be taken to put
a stop to them, and to presesve the|
remnant of the game, and we are giad]|
to say that steps are being taken by che
government to remedy the wanton
slaughter going on in this natural game
preserve. But it is one thing to have
a law on the statute book and another
thing to be able to enforce it. A law
for the preservation of game cunnot be
enforced against a public sentiment in
favor of tne destruction of game. A
great deal will depend upon the co-oper-
ation of the settlers in North Kast
Kootenay themseives. They must assist
the government to procure .convictions,
and use their own efforts to preserve
the game. '"We do not see 'why a sec-
tion of this Kootenay Valley should not
be s~et aside as a game preserve in
which it should be illegal to pursue or
kill game at all. and any dog found in|
which, should be liable to be shot first|
and tried afterwards. As the game!
multipiied in this preserve, . would be]
forced beyond its boundaries, and multl}
there be hunted under conditions where |
some elements of sport would enter. 1i
a statute were passed givingsthe Licu-
tenant-Governor-inCouncil  the power
upon proper representations to create
such reserves, and maintain 'them, some
game might be permanently saved in
British Columbia. The enforcement oi
the game laws 'would be made easier Ly
such reserves. \What is the good of
game laws, no matter how stringent, if
they cannot be enforced more than a
mile from the office of a Justice of the
Peace without a big expenditure of
public money* But game preserves
would soon be respected it the counse-
quences of trespassing on them were
rigidly enforced. If Mr. Gallop's lerter
does anything to awaken British Col-
umbia to the robbery of ane of her creax
assets which is going on, it will not
have beeu written in vain.

UEAEEE | o s

THE FISCAL FOLIvi Or CANADA

The people of Canada who huve any
definite opinions upon the question oi
free trade or “protection fave been
greatly bewildered by the strgnzeiy
heterogeneous opinions of ‘Sir Wilfrid
Laurier's cabinet. - We have seen a cab-
inet minister dismissed because. of lus
outspoken adherence to a protective
pelicy. We have seen another cabinet
minister put in his place, declaring him-
self a protectionist m belief, and sym-
pathy, but apparently ready to suppress
any attempts*to have his beliefs trans-
lated into action. We have seen min-
isters openly stating that their wrivaic
convictions as men differed fcom the
'exprussod policy ‘of the government of
which they are members. And we have
seen e€lections run ‘in one part of the
country upon free trade party cries, and
in other parts of the country on protee-
tion party cries, both in support of tne
same¢ government. What we have not
seen, howerver, until lately, is any 'Ge-
claration irom the Prémier as to where
he stands on the question, and -what
sort of a web of policy he proposes to

e
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weave in the 1 ve loom out of}
the extraordimary - e e ma-

‘terials he has to work We ] : i
bate on the Address he made the follow-}'midst. ' ‘Chinatown is Svide open.

| in wvigorous health.

ey im

with.© In the de-
ing oracular s ment: ;

I am told that it is a strange thing
that there shonld be free traders anu
protectionists. in the same party. I"
would reply that it is the ponicy of
statesmanship to reconcile differences
and out of a diversity of opinions to
elaborate a policy which may be salis
factory to the country. .~ . But I
may also say to iy hon. friend, and in
saying this I may perhaps claim to be
more candid than himeeif or his friends,
that whether we are free traders or
protectionists, we are all agreed that
in this country’ and under existing ir-
cumstances, it is as inadvisable as it is
impossible to-have either an absolute
system of free trade or an absolute sys-
tem of protection.

This is a very odd declaration of policy.
If free trade is 7igh: in the interests of
Canada, why 4s it impossioie to adopt
it? If protection is wrong, if protec-
tion is enriching one seftion of the
country at the expense of other sec-
tions, why" is it ’impossibie to do away
with it? A free paraphrase of tnis
declaration of poli¢y, or lack of it, by
Sir ‘Wilfrid Laurier woulu read some-
thing as follows: )

The policy of statesmanship is to re-
concile differences, and out of a aiversity
of opinion ‘to elaborate a policy which
may be sufliciently satisfactory to the
country to enable the statesman to re-
main in office. It is impossible to havc
either an abeolute system or free trade,
or an absolute system of protection. So
long as we are dependent upon ihe
votes of both free traders and nrotec-
tionists, we must have a policy as {ree
trade as our protectionist supporters will
admit without withdrawing their sup-
dort, and as protectionist as our {ree
trade supporters will admit witaout
withdrawing theirs.

Sir Wilfrid’s policy is the apotheosis
of the opportunism for which he has al-
ways been distinguished. It has 5uc-]
ceeded very well so long as there has,
been no need for the definite and sum-!
mary removal of any duties from the
free trade standpoint, and so_long as
there has been uo demand for the de-
finite imposition of mew duties from the
protectionist sandpoint. It is, for in-
stance, a very doubtful doctrine for the
lead industry of British Columbia to
appeal to. It affords no line of policy
whatever to which new developmen‘s of
(Canadian trade and commerce can be
applied. It is very noticeable that in
the case of the lead industry it has led
to its diminution by fifty per cent. Here
we have two definitely separate scnools
of thought. The free trade school rays:
“Kree the imports of our lead-produe-
ing territory”; the protectionist school
says: “Protect its exports.” We do not
use these words in the sense of  for-
eign exports and imports, but of #kports
and imports from and to the lead-pro-
ducing districts. *The one is the free
trade remedy for depression, the other
the protectionist remedy. - Both are
logical, the premises of one or the other
are wrong. But Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s
extraordinary “doctrine of relative pro-
tection and relative free trade leads in-
evitably to the application of mneither,
or to the adoption of one or other at
the cost of a still further sacrifice of
intelliglble- principle. Such an oppor-
tunist policy as Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
reduces Federal government to-a mcre
bartering and exchange of sectional de-
mands, and that is a traffic in weich
the interests of Canada in general-are
likely to be overlooked, and the inter-
ests of British Columbia in particular,
are ccriain to be overlooked. '
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THE MINING ASSOCIATION.

R 1
OMr. Galt, of Rossland, sends a letter
defending a resolution -he preposed in
the convention of the Mining Associa-
tion. ‘The resolution was one recom-
mending that the legislature shoufd con-
fer upon the Mining Association an ad-
visory position in relation te itself, If
Mr.. Galt eannot see the whimsicg..iy
of his idea for himself, no one is likely!
to be able to -point it out to him. The
Mining ‘Association,” fortunately: for its
own dignity, had no difficulty in reject-
ing -such a whimwham; and we ven-
ture to think  that had the ‘proposer
been other than- Mr. Galt himself, it
would have been rejected with much
more pungent ridicule than was actual-
ly poured out upon it. If any legisla-
ture or government accepted such a pro-
posal (a most unlikely contingency), it
would either give the Mining Association
something it possessed already, or e:se
give it something to which no voluntary
association is entitled. Xveryone has a
right to advise the government or legis-
lature. What we call public opinion
is nothing more nor less than the pres-
sure of advice from wvarious quarters,
expressed in various ways. But no one
has any exclusive right to advise the
government or - legislature. Questions
upon which legislature is deemed neces-
sary are frequently submitted to ex-
perts, and their advice considered be-
tore a statute is drafted. But the right
to have questions so submitted would
be an unheard-of privileze to be con-
ferred upon any private body. Private
and voluntary associations are unfor-
tunately subject to degeneration. Who
can doubt that the Mining Association
will be made the subject of wire-pulling
for private interests? KEvery body of
the kind is. Its usefulness will Cnti.re-l
ly depend upon the strength of resist-|
ance it shows to such influences. If its|
power were made to depend upon any-
thing else, it wonld merely become. a
greater prize to be captured. The Min-
ing Association, if it goes on as it has
begun, will undoubtedly be a strong 1n-|
fluence in relation to legislation affect-
ing the mining industry, but it must
continue to justify its own existence.
Any attempt on its part to secure in-'
fluence from exiraneous sources would
soon have the effect of destroying its in-
fluence altogether.

SPRING TIREDNESS

Is «Caused by Unhealthy Action of the
Liver and ‘Kidneys Assisted by
Starved Blood and a Poor
iCirculation

Paine's Celery Gompound

Nourishes the Life Stream and Strength-
ens Every Organ of the
Body.

The great virtues of Iaine’'s Celery
Compound are abundantly manifested in
the spring. It is a medicine compound-
ed specially to brace the nerves, to sus-
tain heart action, to cleanse the blood
aud keep the stomach, liver and kidneys

In the springtime the effects” of the
winter’s work, the worries of business,
household cares, and the severe changes
of temperature all conduce to weakened
and inflamed merves, insomnia, poverty
of the blood, deranged digestion, liver
and kidneys in bad condition; in thou-
sands of cases rheumatism and neural-
gia commence their horrible = tortures.
Paine’s ICelery Compound used three or
four times a day for the next foar
weeks, will furnish the proper and need-
ed elements of-life for the growth and
repair of the 'whole = body. Tt wiil
quickly make new nerve fibre, pure rich
blood, wiil bestow sound health and
long years of life., Mrs, IS. -Shedrick,
DMagog, Que., gratefully writes as fol-
lows:

“For a time I suffered severely from
nervousness and peculiar feelings of
faintness: I felt all used up and my ap-
petite 'was very poor. - After . using
Paige’s (Celery Compound for a time, all
feelings - of nervousnes were eompletely |
banished, T am renewed in strength and!
general vigor, I-eat and sleep well anl
am perfectly restored to sound health.”

are in full swing,

months

| of London
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We have a wide-open town in 'logr
"he
Chinese -lotteried and “gambling houses
) %f the facts there is:
not “the smallest question. They are
detailed elsewhere. In three short
the wave of referm which de-
med Mayor ‘Hayward and elevated
yor  McCandless has spent its force.
We thouglit at the time that Mayor
Hayward was most unjustly and unrea-
sonably opposed upon this ground, and
we thing so still. A generally diffused
spasm ef civie purification has struck
the Pacific ‘Northwest. Seattle and Ta-
coma have made a very definite effort
to cure the sore spots in these cities,
and are apparently meeting with suc-
cess/ It has been, and is, a most bene-
ficial movement. A more enlightened
public opinion has brought people to see
that, not merely upon grounds of moral-
ity, but upon the lower grounds of ex-
pediency, what are known as ‘‘wide
open towns” are detrimental in every
way to thpse who live in-‘them. Vie-
toria shared in ‘this mévefhent, we are
glad to say.. But the reason why we
think' that the attacks made upon Mr.
Hayward were cruel, unjust, and unrea-
sonable, is that that gentleman’s face
was always set towards a high standard
of civic purity, and he was always pre-
pared to, and always did, go as far as
the public opinion of the city would
back him' up, in maintaining such a
standard. But this general stirring of
the public conscience with which Mr.
Hayward was quite in-sympathy, ‘was
ingeniously turned into an engine
against hinr for political purposes. A
very general desire among the people
for a better state of affairs than had
prevailed was deliberately prostituted
for political  purposes. We do not
think we in any way misrepresent what
occurred at a well-remembered public
meeting when we say that in answer
to the question *“Will you enforce the
laws?” Mr. Hayward’s answer was, “I
will, to the best of my ability,” and Mr.
McCandless’ answer was, “l will.” Dur-
ing the campaign the changes were rung
upon these two statements. It was
pointed out that Mayor Hayward’s an-
swer left him a loophole tor exculpa-
tion or excuse, while none was left to
Mr. McCandless by his answer. And
so an old and tried servant went down
to defeat under the stigma, little as he
deserved it, of being a patron of yice,
and the present Mayor was elected us
a champion of purity. Mr. McCandless
recognized in his answer no limitations
as to” his power to enforce the laws,
therefore he cannot refuse the responsi-
bility of their not being enforced, if en-
forced they are not. 1f the law is being
broken, we .do not place the responsi-
bility upon the Mayor. .He has him-
self placed it upon ‘his own shoulders.
He owed his election to the fact that he
invited "and accepted the responsibility
for its enforcement. There "was no
other issue in the campaign. As be-
tween Mr. Hayward and Mr. McCand-
less the issue, as we tried to show at
the time, was entirely a false one, rais-
ed for nlterior political motives, but as
between the pledges of Mr. McOandless
during the campaign and his perform-
ance now, it is a true issue, and one
not to be evaded. The law is being
systematically violated in Chinatown,
all days of the week and all hours of
the night and day. It is not at all to
the credit of the- agitators, that having
used the moral reform sentiment of the
people of Victoria to obtain a victory
in municipal polities, they should not
have continued: to use it to procure a
real and not merely a surface improve-
ment. We do:- not care a button whom
our words strike, Anybody whose head
the cap fits can put it on. We merely
wish to emphasize the fact that since
the declaration” of the noll on election
day the moral reform agitation has been
as dead as a doornail. and that the ecity
is rapidly assuming its old complexion.
with added features which many will
not consider an improvement,
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THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT.

The independent newspapers of East-
ern Canada (they are few in number)
have made ‘up.their minds that the On-
tario governmient cannot survive the
charges made by Mr. Gamey. A judg-
ment has already been passed upon
Mr. Stratton, and he has been found
guilty. Not only so, but his guilt has
been declared to so prejudice and in-
volve the other members of the cabi-
net, that they have been condemned
to disappear as a government ruling the
destinies of the province of Ontario.
This is the verdict of the independent
press. Possibly it is wrong to prejudge
such matters. ~But whether it is wrong
or not, it is certain that in the case of
a political crime, everyone begins to
judge of it the moment any particulars
are available, and such a thing as judi-
cial forbearance is not only unknown
bnt impossible. The reason is that it is
not the eriminality of an alleged act
that is uppermost in people’s minds, but
the political eonsequences of its com-
mission and deteetion. The ecourt to
which all such offences are carried is
the court of public opinion. and the
penalty attached to them is the loss of
political power and prestige. By public
opinion the Gamey charges are already
held to be substantiated. Tublic ovnin-
ion may be very greatly in ervor, but it
will require a very remarkable defence
indeed to convince the great jurv of
the people that it is in error. On =
famous occasion the Times newspaper
made an extraordinary ex-
posure, backed by documentary evi-
dence, of certain notable Trish politi-
cinns. Public opinion was greatly. stir-
red. and a famous commission sat upon
the charges. The docnmentary evidence
nroduced was proved to be the result of
forgery and conspiracy. and public opin=
ion reversad its verdiet. Bnt if this
daenmentary  evidenee had® not been
proved to be the result of forgery and
conspiracy. even although in faet it
was, nuhlic oninion wonld noat have iy
versed its verdict. although that verdict
was absolutely wnjunst.  Similarly. Mr.
Stratton and the Ontario government
ean only be exeulnated by a defence .in
which a conspiracy can be shown to
have existed to defame their honor and
blacken their reputations. No mere
failure of the ordinary process of law
to probe the matter to the bottom will
avail them one iota before the bar o
public opinion. Yet the limitation :m.d
definition of the scope of the inguiry is
the fighting gromnd the Ontario govern-
ment is taking now. Without the abil-
ity or impartiality of the Bench being
questioned in the slightest degree, it is
very easy to see what that might lead
to. The judges might be carefully pre-
vented by the terms of their commis-
sion from investigating in directions
where they were likely to discover any-
thing. Ve saw, for instance, in some
Ontario newspaper, that the steno-
graphic report of Sullivan’s conversa-
tion with Gamey, which was secretly
taken, might be excluded as evidence.
What good would that do? TIf Sullivan
does mnot tell the truth in his evidence
he will certainly be confronted with
what he said in conversation, and so
far as the public estimation of the gov-
ernment is concerned, it would not mat-
ter very much whether he is so con-
fronted in court or in the newspapers.
A limitation of the scope of the inves-
tieation. even if it led to a technieal
whitewashing of the members of the
covernmment, would advantage them but
little. Yet that ic what the Ontario
wovernment is fighting for with its back
against the wall, In almost everv poli-
tical seandal that has ever been un-
earthed. the <ame ficht has been made
for a carefullv, vestricted inquiry. Tt is
maoda vrnon  fallacions ercunds. Com-
rlicity in oelitical wrong-doing <oes in
the last analvsis to the conrt of public
oninion. so far as its political conse-
ouences nre concerned, and a correct
facts. The Gamev chargee have heen
met by the attemnt to._ diseredit Mr.
Gamev ~nd M». Whitnev, What have
the eredit or discredit of either one got
to de with the snbstance of the charges.
Mr. Gomey’s reputation can surely. take
care of itself. The way to show that
he is mwnworthy to be believed. ic to
prave that what he. has said -is false,

and that the evidence by which he sup-

ports it has been concocted. O
paper whichg:;dqhyom to d

Gamey by saying that he can’ con-
viet the government by convicting him-
self ‘as a faker of bribes, displays the
limit of fatuity. Political morality is at
a’ low -ebb in Ontario when it oceurs to
the Liberal press to fight Mr. Gamey
by any ofher means save by proving
the government to be clear from the
dishonor of the charges he has made
against ‘it,

Liberals
Are At_ War

“Leaders” Engage In Politica
Mix-Up of Unusual
.« Ferocity.

/

Martin Declares Nomination of
8mith Was a Clique
Movement.

Would Rather Support Conser.
vative Than Ascendency of
“Boodle Element”,

The Vancouver ‘World interviewed two
of ‘the gentleman most intimately
connected " with the questions of the
Liberal leadership—Mr. Joseph Martin,
provinciai leader, and Mr.. J. H. Senk-
ler, who last week moved the reso-
lution asking for the calling of a gen-
eral convention. The latter stated that
in his opinion it is utterly impossible for
the Liberals under Mr. Martin to carry
British (Columbia at the coming elec-
tions; that under a leader, mo matter
whomsoever he might be, able to secure
the undivided allegiance of the whole
party, the result could not be in ques-
tion; and that if Mr. Ralph 'Smith, as
suggested, should leave the 'Dominion
House at the call of the British Colum-
bia convention to bear the brunt of the
approaching campaign, he would prove
a leader acceptible to all factions. In
deed, under such circumstances, said
Mr. Senkler, the Liberals should be
able to present a strong united front
and to carry twenty-five of the thirty-
eight seats in the province. Asked as to
whether he thought Mr. Smith ~would
be personally willing to fall in with the
bdlan and leave the wide circle of the
Dominion field for the lesser sphere of
provincial polities, Mr, Senkler expres-
sed the opinion that he would if offered
the leadership of the Liberal party.

Referring to the subject of the -placed
where tne proposed convention should
be held, Mr. Senkler thdught *Revel.
stoke should prove suitable to alt parties
concerned. Those in the interior have
come to the Coast frequently in the past,
and although the number of the iatter
constituencies are by far the greater,
they should be willing to treat the up-
gpuntry members with some considera-

ion,

“But then it is not an assured fact that
we are going to have a convention,” he
added. I do not believe that the provir-
cial executive will call the gathering un-
less forced to by the action of nine other
associations in addition to that of Van-
couver. The executive is to a great
extent composed of friends of Mr. Mar-
tin, and naturally will not be in a hurry
to take any ‘step which would assist in
deposing him from the leadership.”

*“You are fairly in touch with the Lib-
eral organizations in other constituen-
cies. What do you think will be their
view of the question?”

“I have not been in written communi-
cation with any ef the other associa-
tions,” {gaid Mr. Senkler, “but in dis-
cussing the matter verbally with lead-
ing Liberals from all over the province,
I have become thoroughly convinece?
that we will be backed up by a ilarge
number of the constituencies. Ot
course,” he added, "we cannot be sure
that we will receive the support of all
the necessary nine.

“Why,” he continued, after a mo-
ment's pause, “I am absolutely satisfiel
!th:lt under Mr, Joseph Martin we can-
not carry British ‘Columbia. Liberals
from the interior have assured me that
in case the elections should come off at
a near date, their associations would be
compelled to repudiate the present lead-
er entirely in order to secure the slight-
lest show for their nominee. Mr. Mar-
1tin talks of the people who are going
around the streets saying things behind
his back. ©On Monday night the only
semblance of the stuffing of which he
iseems to be so much afraid, was don
| by Martin supporters. They were there
in a crowd—and a good number of them
were not lLidberals ateall. Mr. Martin
would be a strong man in the party if
1he would work with the others; but it 15
utterly useless for him to try to domin-
eer. He is a professional politician,
and has time to give to the organization
of elections. Hitherto there has been
no one willing to saecrifice the necessary
time to ovpose him with sufficient enei-
gy to down him. The time has come
though,” he added significantly, and the
accompanying smile seemed to say “Mr.!
Ralph 'Smith is the man to do the trick.”|

Mr. Mantin’s views on the subject
of the change in leadership are well
known,e and they were gexpressed this
morning with extreme brevity and con-
| ciseness:

“Do I think

the telegram in
question was actually from Ottawa, o.
that it was locally inspired? Well, I
| thing that in this case it really did come«
from the place it purports. Mr. Ralph
Smith has long entertained the amuoi-
tion of leading the British Columbia
Liberals, and if he were offered the po-
sition he would jump at the echance. At
the last convention he worked tooth an’
nail to secure it. But the Liberals wi.!
be mistaken if they imagine he has suffi-
cient strength with the working men to
pull them eout of a hole. TUnionists
know that Ralph 'Smith is merely a sub-
servient follower of the Laurier govern-
ment, and in no way an independent la-
bor Tepresentative. ‘Were he elected
leader of the party in a stuffed conven-
tion, he would mot have the slizghtest
ichance of 'winning the coming campaign.
|\\'ithont the support of my followers,
neither Ralph Smith nor any other Lib
eral can capture the province; and they
will not wget that support if any under-
hand methods are adopted. 1 feel posi-
tive that a big majority in Beitish Co-
lumbia will endorse my political course.”

“What do you think of the place sug
gested for the convention?”’

“Oh, it’s all right. Revelstoke will
suit me as well as any other place.”

“Omne word more. Would you aceept
Mr. Smith as leader, supposing he werc
elected to that position?”

“Certainly. if he” were the choice of
the party. But I know perfectly well
that he is mot that choice. The enly
way he can secure the leadership wiu
be through fraud. I have been in com-
munication with my friends congernin~
the question, and they ali understand

if a person acceptible to the Liberal].
party is chosen in my place. If,-as yo1
say, 'Mr. Senkler eays that Ralph Smitn
would unite the’Liberal party, he must
be quite well aware that his statement
has ‘no basis of fact. The Liberals iz
this province who favor me as leader
will not, T believe, under
stances, accept Mr. Smith. They cer-
tainly will not receive him. or any other
verson for that martter, if it attempted
to secure the leadership by unfaiy
means. It is quite clear that a clique
of Liberals in this city, whom I may
denominate as the grafter crowd - and
who are in politics not-for the success
of the Liberal policy but for the purpose.

~of lining’ their own -pockets, have de-
P ; ; . {

that I am quite willing to step aside ple desire to be as fair

-
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Pointers —
——_In Shoes.

‘What are the px:inc@ﬁa! points you wa

covered by a shoe? Your toes, of cours:
but next fit, style, dumability, comforr
beauty and strength. Well, we can fill |
bill in all these respects—anether one, to
price. You’ll miss a bargain if yom miss ou
Men’s Boots at §3.00. Ladies’ Boots: lo
out for them, will be here in a few day
:(i)gnet.hmg new; none other like them in
Y.

James Maynard,

85 Douglas St. 0dd FeBlows’ I
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thing in the world,”—in anything that’s

worn. You get style, fit and finish too, in

GRANBY RUBBERS

—But the one thing we emphasize is
their Wearing Qualities.

“Granby Rubbers wear liKe iron”

termined to substitute Mr. Smith fo-
me in the leadership of the party. They
have thrown down the gauntlet to me
and to my friends, and we ‘'will not ba
slow to take it up. The only possibie
effect on this attempt on their part wiil
be to completely demoralize the ELibera:
party and insure the return of the Con-
servatives. Speaking for myself, 1
would much prefer to see a decent re-
spectable Conservative government in
power in this province than to see the
Liberal party in the ascendancy domin-
ated by the boodle element which, I am

borders.

“It is plain from the attitude now
adopted by Mr. Senkler that the whole
object of the motion passed by the
Liberal” association calling for another
convention was for the purpose of choos-
ing Mr. Smith as leader. 1If these peo-
as they claim,
why did they not have the manliness o
admit that such +was their purpose?
When pressed to give reasons for desir-
ing the calling of a convention, they
absolutely refused to do so, taking th:!
position that they had a majority of the
meeting and intended to do as - they

any cireurc-|liked without giving the semblance of

a reason for their action. This is no*
the way to harmonize a party.’
CANADIAN BEEF REFUSED.
War Secretary Declares Only British or
Irish Must e Fed- Army.
L@dou,}farch 24.—The statement of
Secretary of War, Sir John Brodrick, in

ashamed to say, it contains within its |,

the House, in reply to Alfred 1
shows that the British War office st
excludes Canadian beef from army cu
tracts. Sir John Brodrick stated
army beef must be British or 1
grown, must not be frozen or chilled. ant!
must be from animals killed at Deptfor
or elsewhere within ten days of arrival
from abroad. Sir John added, in ty L
cal War office pliraseology, that it woull
not appear that anything else was re-
quired to make the terms of the con
tract clearer.

i S SR

MITCHELL ON STRIKES.

Hnutington, W. V., March 24.—Cual
operators, miners, laboring men, profes-
sional men, bankers and  business mel
to number of more than 2,000 crowded
in front of a local hotel here today to
listen to an open air address by Presi-
dent John Mitchell, of the United Min¢
Workers, on the subject of strikes. ¢
said in part: “I am not an advocate of
strikes, but there are times when they
are necessary to clinch the argument of
truth in the interests of the laborers of
this country. Strikes are a feature of
civilization, and they are merely =
neans to an end in the great social evo-
lution that is now confronting the peo-
ple. Barbarous countries ana states have
no strikes, theéy ars unknown there. We
want a better understanding between
émployer and employee, and we come
with offerings of peace. The labor unions
are trusts, just like your doetors’ trust,
the ministers’ trust, and the money trust,
only we call these aSsociations and cor-
porations while w2 style obrselves
unions.”
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