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The Qolonist.

serve? According to the non-interfer-
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THE*GRITS BUGBEAR.

ence party nothing can be done iin the
matter without the free .consent of the
people of Manitoba. But they have al-
ready made up their minds, and they
! have signified their decision very clear-

The return of 8ir Charles Tupper to,

ly. Thefindings of a commission, even

the political ‘arena of the Dominion is: if they arrived at a finding, would have
most distasteful to the Grits. They |no effect on them. If the Manitobans
know that he is an astute politician and | were willing to compromise, if they were
a.powerful debater. ; He ig, besides, a |ready tomake concessions to the minor-
man of great force of character. They | ity, it would not have taken them five
see already that he hhs given new life to years and more to make up their minds
the Conservative party, and they are|as to what those concessions, should be
consequently angry and disappointed* | and how far they should extend. But
‘They have not sufficient self-restraintto | they have as yet made no sign; they
conceal their feelings. Sir Charles Tup- | have been very far indeed from holding
per is spitefully attacked by the Grit|out the olive branch to the minority.
speakers in the House of Commons, and | They have done just the opposite. They
the Grit newspapers have set up the old | have taken a stand and have said as
chorus of vilification. These latter | plainly as words and actions can say it,
ought to know by this time that they | “ Here we are and here we intend to

are disgracing themselves and lowering | remain.”

the tone of the press of Canada in vain.

In viéew of all that has been done

If detraction and vilification could have | and all that has been left undone, it is
killed a statesman of Sir Chas. Tupper’s | plain to every unprejudiced person that
character and ability, he would have | Mr. Laurier’s talk about a commission

made. The representatives of the peo-
ple of the whole Dominion, as the con-
stitution of Manitoba provides, are to
consider the complaint of the Manitoba
minority. There has been nothing
wrong or unconstitutional in the whole
procedure. No decision has yet been
pronounced. Yet the Manitoba majority
and their friends are raising:'a terrible
uproar. Why? Because the minority
have taken the steps pointed {out by the
Constitution to obtain a iredress of
what they believe to be a grievance
inflicted on them by the very majority
which is now protesting so loudly.

What is our neighbor boggling about?
Does it deny that the minority have no
right to apply to have what they regard
as a serious grievance redressed? Does
it deny the competence of Parliament to
consider and decide upon the complaint
of the minority? Does it think that it
would be fair to compel the minority in
Manitoba to suffer what they believe to
be a grievous wrong without being
allowed to apply the remedy provided
by the Federal compact for that wrong?

that it would be unjust and untrue, as
well as most offensive, to assert that any
province of this Dominion has been the
dry-nurse and the wet-nurse of boodlers,
but of none of the provinces would it be
more untrue and more unjust than of
Nova Scotia. It is a thousand pities
that a man of Sir Richard Cartwright’s
abilities and in his position should have
so little that is gentle in his spirit, his
manner and his speech. | |

'A VIVID PICTURE.

It is not to be supposed that all the
native inhabitants of Transvaal are as
illiberal, as intolerant, as tyrannical and
as short-sighted as is President Kruger.
There are among the Boers enlightened,
tolerant and liberal men who would, if
they had their' way, treat the stranger
within their borders as they themselves
would like to be treated in a foreign
land. Bome of these men find their way
into the deliberative councils of the re-
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been a dead man: thirty years ago and |is nothing more than a device to gain | If it does it is an advocate of coercion of
more.: SirJohnA. Macdonald and hg|time. If he can postpone taking decided | the most hateful kind.

were for many years the best abused |a¢tion until after the general eléction he
men in British North America.” Before | will have scored many points in ' the
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minority they make their influence felt.

The following extract from the speech of
one .of them, delivered in: the Volks-

- v LIMITED.
MILD CRITICISM. o

confederation the Liberal stump orators | game which he is playing.

and newspapers in Nova Scotia were
never tired of slandering ‘‘ Dr. Tupper
and the Reform politicians and the’Re-
form press directed a constant stream of
vilification' and detraction against John
A. Macdonald. After the union  these
two eminent statesmen were the targets
on which Grit scribblers and. Grit
spouters in all parts of -the Dominion
tried their skill. But the two veterans
suryived all the attacks of all their ene-
mies, great and small. More than that,
while they were the objects of measure-
less abuge and calumny, they grew in re-
putation and increased in influence un-
til they were admitted on all hands to be
the two foremost men of the Dominion.
Do the evils-peakers, liars and slander-
ers of the Opposition expect to prevail
against a man who has won a great repu-
tation and climbed to the highest posi-
tion in the state while he was being
fiercely assailed on every hand by ene-
mies of all calibres, sorts and sizes? If
they do their minds must be so diso--
dered by political hate and partisan pre-
judice as to be incapable of reasoning.

Would it not be better for them, for

A LEVEIL HEAD.

One of the best informed and the most

capable of the journalists of the present
day, in either Europe or America,is Mr,
George W. Smalley. Heis a close and
an acute observer of what is going on in
the world, and is perhaps as capable of
discerning the tendency of the time as
any newspaper man living. Mr. Smal-
ley, hearing the cry that was lately rais-
ed about the isolation of Great Britain,
and seeing the predictions that were
ventured by a host of excited journalists
and politicians, did not join in the up-
roar and was not moved by the agitation
and the clamor in the slightest degree.
He kept his head and was able to reason
coolly and dispassionately on the situa-
tion. The conclusions hearrived at were
very different indeed from those ‘which
the quidnuncs and ‘the alarmists had
formed in such hot haste. It is evident
from his tone that he regards the men
who were doing their utmost to dispar-
age England' and to raise a war scare
with good-humored contempt. This is
how he expressed himself in a letter to

their party and for the reputation of the New York Herald when the alarm-

Canada if they would make up their
minds to behave themselves decently in
the presence of Sir Charles Tupper, and
use language with regard to him that re-

ists were busiest and when the enemies
of Great Britain were loudest in their
expressions of dislike and detraction :

There has been a great.deal of positive

spectable Canadians would not be|talk during the week of a Continental
ashamed to hear and to read. Discour- | coalition against England. The evidence

) incivili ith of such a coalition is still to seek. It is
frey-#nd incivility have hitherto boen not enough to allege that England is dis-

warbe : thai ‘useless in destroying Bir|jiyej.” Nordoubt. she is disliked, as any
Charles, Tupper’s. reputation and in re-|gtrong and successful Power with a con-
tarding. his -advancement. Why then | tinuing and string and successful foreign

moyitry politeness and civility?

"TNOT A MASCOT.

olicy, is digliked.. But combinations of
ntinental Powers are not based on

likes or dislikes. They are based on in-
terests, on calculation, on the probabil-

whiE e ity of attaining by that means some par-
. Jt is no wonder that Sir Richard Cart- | ticular object.

wtight is feared by his friends and bit-

Politics of sentiment or politics with a

k ] : issiona: urpose are not practised in
terly hated by his opponents. His acrid El;mpg Y PUrpose ar p

The motto of Bismarck, ‘“ Do

criticism makes enemies of men who | ut Des,” which may be rendered ‘ Noth-
might by fair speech and good treatment | ing for Nothing,” holds good for all the

become friends; and ‘His ill-timed gibes

continent. A coalition to crush England
would be a crusade. It would be an at-

and thalignant sarcasms increase and in- | tempt to dismember the British Empire.
_tensify tbe  antagonism of opponents. | Before it could be started each Power
His abuse -of Nova' Scotians the other |concerned would insist on a definite

day is’ worth a thousand votes to Sir
Charles” Tupper, and will .do more to

agreement with each of the other Pow-
ers as to its own share of the spoil.

There would be long negotiations. It

damage the cause of ~the Liberals in |is not probable that they could long be
Nova Scotia 4t the coming general elec- carried on in secret, or that, if they

4ions than'all the smooth and flattering

could, an agreement would be reached.
In short, the probabilities against a

speeches-of Liberal orators can do to| coalition are so many that nothing but
_recomimend it to the people.. He said/|evidence would convince any student of
that Nova Scotia is the dry nurse of | European affairs that such coalition had,

boodlers, . There is hardly an elector in | 12 fact, been formed.

‘the province” who will not regard that
itaunt-of 8ir Richard Cartwright as a
-personal affront. :

.8ir Richgrd’is no friend of the gmall
and distant provinces. He. has spoken
of them'*agcshréds: and  patches of the
Dominjon, and has_ shown- 3 great un-
willingness to - do -them:, justice. ‘The
consequence is.that .there is no man in
the :Dominion . so cordially. disliked in
the:smaller: provinces east and west as |
the Knight of: the Dismal Countenance,

It is seen now that Mr. Smalley, writ-

ing a fortnight ago, took a correct view
of the situation. It is now known that
Great Britain is not an Ishmael among
the nations, and that the British people
have lost none of their warlike spirit or
their bull-dog tenacity. The British
-nation is still regarded as a formidable
foé'or a most desirable ally.

STILL IN THE DARK.

The Times dances about on the school

There'was an . unpleasant scene in the | question like a pea-on a hot griddle. It
House of Commons on Friday, the 17th |jumpe from one position to another in

‘jgét-,, -;Qh?éﬂy' cauged . by Sir Richard’s 'thé_mnost capricious ‘manner. Having

libelion::Nova - Scotia/ and his unjastifi- | found out that we have never asserted

The organ of the Opposition complains
that there is very little in the Govern-
or’s speech, and illustrates its criticism
by Falstaff’s exclamation relative to the
proportion of bread to sack in his land-
lady’s biil. The complaint is threadbare
and the quotation is hackneyed. We
trust by the tinie that the next speech
is read from the Throne our contempor-
ary will have domething fresh to say
about it in the way of criticism.

The ¢“ billof fare”” and ““ the bread and
sack ”’ similes, besides beingnearly worn
out, perpetuate, when applied to Gov-
ernor’s speeches, a popular error. Ex-
perience has proved in these latter days
that, as a general thing, the less there is
in a Speech from the Throne the better.
The Queen’s speeches for a long
time have been models of brevity—
and we may add of indefiniteness.

A good many people too have a notion
that unless there are a number of new
measures promised or indicated in the
speech it is not a good one. This is a
mistake. Politicians of the best class
are of opinion that there is in these days
too much legislation. The Statute Book
is being crammed with laws some of
which are much too long and many are
wholly unnecessary. A law in these
days has had hardly time to get well
into operation when some one introduces
a measure to alter and amend it. Laws
that are not really needed are drawn up
ina hurry. They dre passed without
due deliberation and it is found that
they are superfluous. Even if they were
needed many of them for their crudeness
would not be workable. It iglucky for
the law-makers of nearly every country

[ that there are so few judges of what con-

gtitutes a really good law.

If our legislators would only make up
their minds to give themselves a rest
and allow no law to be introduced unless
there was an urgent necessity for it, we
would have better laws and they would
be more effectively and more easily
administered. @We are not sure
that the newspapers and the
electors are not responsible for a
great deal of the unneceesary legislation
that we deplore. Aslong as a Governor’s
speech is valued according to the nam-
ber of bills that it foreshadows, and as
long as electors of a district expect that
their representative shall, during his
term, introduce one or_eore measuxes,
so long will the ingequity of govern-
ments and private members be strained
t6 find new subjects for legislation.

The government that does its routine
work well and administers the finances
of the country prudently and judicious-
ly deserves better of the electors than
the one which is ever on the lookout for
something new and startling to bring be-
fore the people, and which takes a pride
in the number of the measures it intro-
duces. The work of the government,
like the work of any other business cen-
cern, consists mainly in doing small and
apparently unimportant things prompt-
ly and well, and in paying-the greatest
attention to what, in the eyes of the un-
initiated, appear to be trifles, The big
measures, about which a great dea¥ of

raad, - shows more clearly and more
convinecingly than anything which an
aggrieved Uitlander could say the con-
dition in which the Boer republic keeps
the aliens who pay the taxes and do the
business of the country., The name of
the member is Jeppe, and the subject on
which he was speaking was the petition
for civic rights of 40,000 Uitlanders. He
said:

They have settled for good’; they have
built Johannesburg, one of the wonders
of the age, now valued at many millions
sterling, and which, in a few short vears,
will contain from 'a hundred to
a hundred and " fifty thousand souls.
They own' half the soil. They
pay at least - three-quarters of the
taxes, nor 'are they persons who
belong to a'subservient race. They come
from countries where they freely exer-
cised political rights, which can never
long be denied to free-born men. They
are, in short, men who in capital; énergy
and endurance are at least our equals.
© All those persons aré gathered to-

ether, thanks to our law, into one camp.

hrough our own ' act, this multitude,
which contains elements which even the
most suspicious amongst us would not
hesitate to ‘trust, is compelled to stand
together and' so to stand on this most
fatal of all questions in antagonism to
us. Is that fact alone not sufficient to
warn us, and to prove how unstatesman-
like our policy is?

What will we do with them now?

Shall we comvert them into friends, or
shall we send them away once more
empty, dissatisfied, embittered? What
will our answer be? Dare we refer them
to the present law, which first ex-
pects them to - wait ' for fourteen years,
and even then pledges itself to nothing
but leaves everything to a Volksraad
which cannot decide until 1905. It'id a
law which denies political rights'even to
their children born in this country.' Can.
they gather any hope from that?
! It is'said that everything is quiet and
peaceful with the néw population.. That
18 true. Political life appedrs to be
closed amongst them. ' There are
no more meetings, no more depu-
tations; butt I fear this peace,
this hopeless, sullen peace. It reminds
me of the calm before the storm. Ome
more word. It has been stated that
these people have changed their tacties,
and that they now hope to gain the
franchise by spending money. 'A news-
paper went so far even as to say that I
know of this attempt. I am glad my
name was mentioned, for it gives me the
opportunity of unhesitatingly denying
that statement and: asserting its absolute
untruth. No, gentlemen, the right to
vote will never be purchased by money
in this Republic, nor willitever, I trust,
be obtained from us by force.

Who that reads this passage from a
speach of one of the Boers themselves is
surprised to know that the men who
were kept under degrading subjection in
this way pined for deliverance and were
not particular how it came or from what

source ?

A FATAL DUALITY.

The Toronto Mail and Empire says :

There seems to be a fatal duality in Mr.
Laurier’s mental constitution which im-
pels him to seize and hold two contrary
opinions on every subject. Touching
that part of the speech from the throne
whicg referred to the national defence,
he made a speeeh that would have been

' more fitly divided between a strong op-

ponent and a warm advocate of meas-
ures to improve the efficiency of our mili-
tary service. On the one hand he re-
proved the Government for jingoism,
and declared that instead of enmity the
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VANCOUVER, Jan. 24.
‘When the Italian cruiser
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THE NEW CHINA.

‘ ipEptext for delay<a dodge to énable Mr. | Province refuses to do so.” What we do

Laurier and his féllowers to ‘piut off *de- | see is that the Province of Manitoba is
claring themselves on the question 'until | bound to earry out ‘the terms: of : the
after the general‘election: ‘The Govern- | Federal compact as far as the dénomina-

“mént of Manitoba have declared that the | tional minority is concerned, and that it

- Thinority suffer no injury and they " re- should 'not, when that minority exer-
 fuse positively to even consider . their | ¢ise their right of appeal and when
..siwcase. Will a commission of inquiry en- Parliament is asked to consider their!
rlighten them on ' the subject? ‘' They |complaint, to howl ¢ coercion ”’ or to, try
““"'know all about it already, ‘It has, been | to make the people of the Dominion be-
|\, ‘before ther in different. forms for more | lieve that the ‘provincial rights are in-

than five 'years. The ignarance of the|vaded. The present aspect df the Man-
Manitoban who is not now posted ‘on the | itoba case is,so simple that no one need
school question of his province must be [make any mistake about it: who :does
indeed invincible. Yet without the|not want to be -perverseand is not wil-
consent of the Manitobans nothing, can |fully stupid. Here it ia: ’

. be done towards .settling the question
amicably. :

The Manitoba minority consider them-

gelves ill-used by the school legislation

Even if the labors of a commission |of the province. They have the right to

~_#hould result in’ placing more informa- |appeal from that legislation, and they

tion before the people of the Dominion | have appealed. Parliament is the
outside - Manitoba - than ‘is. access- | tribunal appointed to. decide upon the
ible mow, which is “very | appeal and to'provide a remedy, if, in its
questionable, what  good . would |opinion, a remedy is required. ' The
at do, what useful purpose would it |reference to Parliament is about to’ be

3

3\

* The gratuitous offence which Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright offered  the people of
Nova Scotia, according to the re-
port of his speech in the Tgr-
onto Globe, was contained in the
following words: ¢ Nova Scotia arida
mutrix leonum, which if my hoan. friend
from Pictou (8ir Charles Hibbert Tup-
‘per) will permit me I will freely trans-
late,. Nova Scotia, which has been the
dry-nurse,  and the wet-nurse, . too, of
probably the most pronouneed types of
hoodlers this country has ever knoWwn.”

That the accusation is false aggra-
vates its offensiveness. The public men
of Nova Secotia are pretty much like the
public men of the other provinces—some
good and some bad. Taken by and
large they are remarkable for
their ability and integrity. The corrupt
men among them have been few and are
little known, while the able men and
the honest men have been many and
their countrymen dre justly proud of

them. We are glad tobe able to say

PexiIN, Jan. 25.—The government has
agreed to open the West river,, provided
China is allowed to retain the territory
ceded under the Burmah-China conven-
tion of 1894. The opening of two ports
on the West or Sikian river, namely, |
Shoaking and Wuchow, was stipula.bed,t
for by the Japanesé as part of the terms’|
of peace. The cities of Canton and|
Hongkong are sitnated on the bay into
which the West river empties. The
news that the West river is to be opened.
to foreign trade occasioned no small sat-
isfaction in Hongkong. The trade of the.
rieh province of Yunnsn had begun to.!
be diverted by the aetivity of the French
in Tonquin from its natural chanmel
down the river. The river traverses one
of the richest and most densely populat-
ed portions eof South China, and the
Chinese have long guarded it against,
the entrance of foreign commerce with a
sort of superstitious reverence. !

The territory on the Mekong which |
has recently rEeen acquired by France.
from China by treaty opens a new route
to a part of this rich country, including
the tea districts. France’s success in se-
curing this territory was a part of thel
situation in the far East which has been

most trying to Great Britain since the
decline of her diplomatic prestige with
the China-Japanese \. .r. (Great Britain
claimed that the territory ‘acquired by
France ineluded parts of what was Brit-

ish Burmah, but had been ceded by
Great Britain to China by a convention
which was ratified in London on' Angust
23, 1894, in furtherance of Great Brit-
ain’s project of the fortation of 2 buffer
Btate, but with the provise that China
should not alienate this territory to any
otheér power without the consent of Great
Britain.

By the terms of this convention' Chi-
na, on the other hand, relinquished cer-
tain territory to Great Britain on the
delimitation of the frontier between
China and British Barmah. ' Within a
few weeks again it was reported 4s a set
off to the Chinese concessions to France
that Great Britain had procured the as-
sent of China to the cession to Great
Britain of four states on the Burmah-
Chinese frontier, giving British trade
direct access. to Southern China. Pre-
sumably China is now endeavoring to
stop these encroachments on her south-
western frontier by agreeing ta open the

West river to commeroe.

WasHINGTON, Jan. 25.—Little doubt is
left by the action of a special committee
of the foreign affairs committee which

}met to-day that a resolution will be

brought before the house next week ex-
pressing disapproval of Ambassador
Bayard’s two speeches, which were
called to the attention of the house by
Messrs. McCall and Barrett, of Massa-
chusetts. The purport of the resolution
will be a mild censure of Ambassador
Bayard for the two utterances men-
tioned, and an expression of the opinion
of the house that representatives of the
United States abroad be very discreet
in their public references to home
politics. It is unders that the sub-
committee feel that the present tension
between the British and American gov-
ernments over Venezuela constrains
them to recommend a milder form of
censure than they think the ambassa-
dor’'s words would call for under ordi=

‘nary circumstances. One of them said

that, while they did not wish to take any
action that would detract from Mr.
Bayard’s standing with the power to
which he is accredited, they did not
feel justified in ignoring his speeches.
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