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ALTOGETHER TOO FUNNY.

The Times tries very hard to be jolly over
the supplementary estimates, but the effort
is painfully apparent inevery lineof its
article. A good, honest snarl would be
more cheering than its forced mirth. Our
contemporary is not, by any means, a Mark
Tapley. Very far from it. It cannot be
cheerful even ynder favorable circumstances,
but, when it tries to be “faunny under diffi-
culties, it makes a sad mess of it. Itisin
its element when it is snarling and growling
and fault-finding, and its worst utterance in
its worst “mood would be more pleasant
and agreeable than its depressing jollity.

The Times is angry because the Gevern-
ment has, in the appropriations, treated
Victoria well. The forty-one thousand odd
dollars which it gets is gall " and wormwood
to it, and it ecannot ‘conceal its
annoyance and vexation at seeing
what to every loyal Victorian is pleasant
news. Under its artificial smiles it snarls
and sneers because there will be in the
coming year a liberal expenditure of public
money in and around this city. It will
never forgive-the Government for depriving
it of & grievance. If money had not been
appropriated for-dredging the outer harbor,
the Times would have been loud in its com-
plaints. It would be for ever declsring
that Victoria’d representatives in Parli £
have no influence, and can do nothing at
Ottawa, and now, when they, by their stren-
uous exertivns, have.  preysiled upon the
powers that be to do justice to the city, it
has the impadence $o claim that the money
was obtained on t of its represent
tions. If the appropriations’ had not been
obtained the members would have been to
blame, since they havebeenobtained theTimes
claims the credit !! The truth of the matter
is that@he snapping and lnulxng and sense- |
less criticism of the organ had as much to
do with getting the money for Victoris as
they had to do with giving the province an
abundant harvest. ~When it makes a repre-
sentation or prefers a request it does- it in
such an ungracious, surly manner that it is
easy to see that it does not want what it
asks for, and that it would be vexed and
disappointed if the grievance it complained
of was redressed or the boon it -ongnw-
granted. It is: the most cross-grained and

« _the most cantankerous of organs. It growls
and grambles when the city doulmtpt‘

what it needs“aad it sneers and enarls and |
kes itself u when its wants are’
supplied.

OUTSIDE ()PINION:;;

other side of the Atla

evident, led them ! ¥ ]
Canadian pohhmcnd a.ll Onndnn con-
tstit are purchasable. This is nota
logical ‘conclusion; and it is lnpplly not,

true, but every one knows -how prone even

intelligent people are to draw general con-

clusions from partial premises. It is quite}

natural that - Englishmen, seeing Canadian
newspapers filled with the details of abomin-
able political scandals, should say to them-
selves and others : ¢‘ Those Canadians are a.
corrupt lot and are not to be trusted.” And
we find that this is how they are described
by the editors of some respectable news-
papers. "They do. not know, as we in
Canmada do, that there is bat gsmall knot
of trading peliticians in the Dominion; and
that their acts and their methods are
detested by thegreat mass of the people.
We are proud to know that the vast
msjority of Canadian electors would scorn
to take a bribe, and* that they would not
thiuk of voting for a candidate whom they
knew to be corrupt.

How then, it may be asked, do corrupt
men get into Parliament and remain there
for a long series of years? Itis not diffi-
cult for a Canadian te understand how con-
stituencies, which are honest and composed
of electors who are individually incor-
ruptible, sometimes elect men as their
representatives who are dishonest and cor-
rupt. In the first pldce the trading politi-
cian does not go about with the word
‘“rogue” or  **boedler” or *thief”
branded on his forehead, or even stamped
on the back of ‘his coat. He is often a most
respectable citizen, who perfonnl all his
duties, social and domestic, in an exemphry
manner, and he sometimes makes loud pro-
fessions of religion, dnd is regarded asa
pillar of the clmrck to which he
owddiatan sy L f gty o
Le is not all that he ought to be, he indig-
nantly denies the accusation and appeals to
his friends and neighbors, if it is likely that
he could be guilty of any corrupt act.
The honest electors, knowing thatjpoliticians
are not at all particular with respect to
what they say of ?ch other, and not having
the most remote idea :of what is going on
behind the ecenes at the seat of Govern-
meht, look upon the charge or the insinua-
tion of .corruption as a campaign lie, and
are all the mpre enthusiastic in faver of
their candidate,  because  they look upon
him as a victim of abuse and calumny. And
this is one of ' the inevitable results of the
policy of vilification which some small poli-
ticians consider it their duty to their party
to pursue.
either a knave or a fool, and every act he
does is either stupid or dishonest. The con-
sequence is that the electors in time come to
look upon this abuse and detraction asa
matter of course, and they therefore do not.
attach to it the slightest importance.

No one knows better than the trading
politician how to take advantage of the vili-
fication of opponents. He “expects it, and
e would be disappointed if he were treated
with courtesy and consideration. It is there-

4as  unfriendly ;

With them every opponent is

fore not so easy as some peop! ple mly imagine
for Canadian electors to “tell whiether they
are waiting for an honest man or not—one
who will serve them fuit#ully or one who
will make use of his position to enrich him-
self at their and their fellow gountrymen’s
expense, -

But the electors are to -blame if, when
they find that their representatives have
been guilty of doing what is dishenest and
dishonorable, they do mot promptly show
their disapproval of unfaithfuloess and im-
priper practices of all kinds by withdraw-
ing from them their confidence. They
should not support either the man or the
government that is either gunilty of wrong-
doing or that countenances wrong-doing.
If they do so they become theic partuners in
guilt, and they well deserve all that is said
of them by disinterested spectators in other
countries. Canadians owe it to themselves
to insist upon all who bave been proved
guilty of committing acts of corrpption and
all who have aided and abetted the corrup-
tionists being promptly and severely pun-
ished. Considerations of party should not
be allowed for a single instant to stand in
the way of those whose evil deeds
have disgraced - mot .only themselves bnt
their coantry gettmg their deserts. _

.THE DICTATORS ESCAPE.

The way in which Chili’s Dictator escaped
the pursuit of the Congressional Govern-
ment must tend to complicate the’ relati
between that country and .the United
States. Minister Egan’s imprudence and
his partiality for the side of the man who
was endeavoring to deprive Chili of her
liberty might have been explained away or
atoned for by the friendliness and sympathy
of the United States Government. But|
when the Chilians see an officer of the
United States navy interfering on bebalf of
the destroyer of their Consntnnon, to save
him from the consequences of his own hw-
Tess and tyrannical acts, they must be con-
vinced that the citizens of the United
States, though Republicans, are not . real
lovers of liberty, and that they do not sym-

their euuhtntioml rights against a Presi-
dent turned traitor. If any man: in the
United States had attempted to do what

‘Balmaceds had done, if he had exercized’

‘his authority - as President to deprive Con-
gress of its powers, and if he had used the'
army of the United States and . its
Treasury to subvert the ' Constitution
'and to muke himself absolute master.of the

| country, how would the patriots regard the

nation whose servant would interfere o

I help the ‘traitor -and tyrant' to escape?
; Mmdlgnsﬁon of those who had fought

and suffered in the cause of - Iiberty would
koow no bounds, ard they would be loud

in | in their threats of vengeance. - It cannot be

denied that the act-of Admiral Brown was

in | the st of the Government: of the  United

Itdoubokmguhrtolee the Govern-
ment, which profeéses to be an enemy  of
arbitrary power in  all parts of the
world and the friend = of "peoples
struggling  to gain ' constitutional ‘and
national freedom, teking the part
of a’ wan who badl endeavored to rob'a
nation of its freedom, and ivho, while com-
mitting that crime, caused many men to ‘be
killed and much property to be destroyed.
Blhlmmdnbadh.en;mrdmr, a nigh-
way robber, or an ordinary driminal of any
kind, the Admir&l would hdve brought on his
head the unbounded digpleasure of his Gov-
ernment, if he in any way aided him in
escaping the consequences of: his crime, It
would have been said, and truly ssid, that
by aiding a fugitive from justicé to escape
he had used an honbrsbhoﬁoeforn base
purpose, had shamefully misapplied the
‘power placed in his hands, ‘and had brought
disgrace upon the Republic of the United
States. But this Balmaceda was guilty of
& crime of stupendous magnitude—as great
a crime as it is  possible  for
s man to commit. He had attempted by
force and fraud 48 rob ‘a people of their
freedom, and but for the courage, the self-
sacrifice:and the patriotism -6f & compara-
tively few lovers of their country and of
freedom he would have succeeded. Yet it
is considered honorable in a' servantof a
republic to assist An the escape of this crim-
inal, compared  with whom all othersare
mere petty offenders. If Admiral Brown
had been in command of a Raussian ship of
war and had used his position to aid in the
‘escape of an enemy of freedom, the act
might be ' considered by  the Chilians
but it could not
‘be denoniiced as inconsistent.  But when it
was done by the servant of the champion
republic of the world, does it not look like
a crime against liberty ?

TIt, no doubt, will be said that if Balma-
ceda were left to the tender mercies of the
Chilians he would be killed. ' And so would
a common murderer; and are American
admirals expected to help murderers to
because, if they are caught and

ty, they will be ? The
man who tries to deprive & people of their
liberty knowingly places his life at stake,
and, when he f; uimd foz{eih it, are the
lovers - of freedom - to ’interfere to prevent
his paying the penalty ?

" The World Enriched, ~

The facilities of the presert day for the
production of everything that will con-
duce to the material welfare and comfort
of Smankind are almost unlimited and
when Syrup of Figs was first produced
the world was enriched with the only
perl‘ectlnﬂxwknou.uitiatheonly
remedy which is truly pleasing and re-
freshing to the taste and prompt and
effectual to cleasise the system gently in
the Spring time or, in fact, at any time
mdﬂ:ebettuitiokwnﬂnmpop-

escape
found

=lar it becomes. 3 .

pathize with, a people who are fighting for |

| conTRO erzp ELECTIONS.

We hear a good deal nhont_ the by-elec-
tions, and about what is to happen when
they take place. Well, a great many seats
are in jeapordy, and much depends upon the
election trials and of the by-elections, by,
which some of them will, no doubt, be suc-
eeeded. - There are, in all; no fewer than
109 controverted elections. Of these 64 are
for seats held by Liberals and 45 for seats
to -~ which Conservatives have been
returned. In Ontario the nomber of pro-
tested elections u47—-L1bemj| 29, Connrv-
atives 18.

In Quebec the ‘of' tested eleq-
tions is 35—22 Liberals and 13 Conserva-
‘tives. In Nova Scotia 16 seats are to be
-contested in the courts—5 ' Liberal and 11
Conservetives. In New Brunswick only
five seats are in peril-~three of them Liberal
and two Conservatives. In-Prince Edward |
Island ' protests have been  entered
in*Prince County und ‘Queen’s County,
which returned four Liberal representatives. |
In Manitoba the 'seat for Marquette, for?,

ed, and the seat for' Selkirk, which Mr.
Daly, Conservaﬁw. vow holds, are in
danger,

It is more thm likely that thc membem
retarned for the great majority of these con-
stituencies will be confirmed in their seats.
But there will, no doubt, be a
good many by-elections.  If there are only
twenty\or thirty they will be the caunse of
much anxiety go the politicians of both
parties, and they will be regnrded with
deep interest by the people in geneul. The
Oppo-ihnn have, we see, begun %o boast
already, but they may find themselves dis-
appointed, as they have often been before.
They have done nothing since the last elec-
tmbor&ilothemulmmthpmoftho
pecple, ‘while the Government; by the
firm and consistent course which it has pur-
sued under circumstances of great difficulty,
must have won the respect and the confi-
dence of very many who, when it assumed
\the reins of power, fmedthshteouldm
surmount the difficulties that lay before it.
It will be noted that British Columbia
and the North-West Territories are the

cause there is no electoral ‘eorruption in

rboboutnloudlyofthdrpnnty,m, a8
far as the conduct of elections is concerned,

tices than the Conservatives, whom  they
64 protests against the return of .

of Conservatives, cer
conélnaim. ‘

—
L THE’G’OVWOB&HIP.

'y point. totht

Nelson’s term isa people are nat-
ucully wondering wha'is to be his sagoessor.

Several gentlemen have been named—some
eligible und some moligib[e, sone poufblo
and some impossible. “Among those spoken
of is Mr. Mara, the amtgeﬁe and. capable
member in_the House of Commons for the

Mr. Mﬁl!romthoponﬁnn he fills so well,
but - the genetd opinion is that, if be|
will accept - the Governorship, he 'is
fully entitled to it, and that there]
are few public men in the province who
could perform the duties of the pesition so |
judiciously and so genially. Heis a good
business man and has an extensive know-
fedge of public affairs ; besides, his manner

which Robert Watson, Liberal, was retarn-. ¢

only parts of the Dominion in which there |,
are no controverted elections. Is this be-|

these Western divisions of the Dominion. Tt | il
will - 'be cbserved, 1oo, ‘that “there, are] ot §
nearly fifty per cent. more Liberal elections |
contested than there are Conservative. Are |!
we to infer from this that the Liberals, |’
greatly more addicted: to questionable prac- |
mwpotullydenouncinguoompt! The | ot e

umplmdﬂthﬁhoﬁtgdutﬂw !'Mn
ou&m

As the expmtxon ogoﬂ&tmmt Gwm 5

Yale District. It seems a pity tohko,‘

‘““Any member of the oﬁei‘l’l funily
is specially mentioned in. the-  bill. Bribes |
cannot be safely given to one of them on
any pretence or in any shape or form. =~ -

Persons who, for a aomidcnt}on, with-
draw tenders for work or services, and
those who offer indumu to  others to}
withdraw, commit oﬂ‘enoel to which the
umepnalryhaf.hohaﬂu 1; imposed on
those who offer and receive bribes. It is
well known that the Government is often
defrauded by persons who send in tenders:
for no ‘other ~ purpose “than to: be
bought off. ~ Transactions of this kind
are not ‘looked ~upén ‘as’  dishonest
by mm;npcnonl. They consider money
gained in this way is honestly earned.
They will find now that speculation in ten-
ders for Govsmment work or supplies, how-
ever innocent, it mybc is' not at all safe.
Secrecy before this. was necéisary to ensure

evade punishment. '

The recent revelations have !hown that
mchshwuthhngrnﬂyuesded,undtho
Premier is to be commended for having so

are, which, if it does not make those who
serve the Government snd those who have
'dealings with = it, honest, will cause ‘them, |
for fear of punishment, to discontinue the |
reprehensible and demomlimng -practices
that have been continued o long with im-
punity. The effect of Mr. Abbott’s bill, we

ways. ¢
—————— .
OUTSIDE OPINJON.

United States newspapers have commented
upon the Canadian scandals—some judiei-
onsly and some very foolishly. The San
Francisco Chronicle, of the l!ﬂl inst., con:
tains & moderate and sensible nrﬁchontlu
subject. ~ There is not in if the slightest|
mdthephthlodlpiﬁimmw
last. In this it is in striking contrast to
maothmthtmluured, Itnyt'—

168 anur,i-tubr
ii-dom in ventila

b,o&eonm,hatio hve no glrb:ge
bupl,lmt, uincethqdoexiﬁ,ihh neces-

may be removed nqmck!y and’ with  as
mymtbekﬂwodmweumhh.

ULEAR-HMﬂED 43,0 FAR-
SIQHTED.

Mr. Kill, Preddent of the Grest Northern
R;i.lw has a level head. . He appreciates
the value of the magnificent forests of the
| Pacific coast. - He knows what their value
ilat.preunt, mdhenuehat‘thsy—orwht :
remains of them—will be greatly more valu-

and disposition are such as' to make him.
exceedingly popular, wherever  he - is
known. If Mr. Mara is to be the man his
appointment will be most acceptable to the
people of the province, and he will, no
doubt, make an excellent Governor, {
BB AR
THE NEW LAW.

‘When Mr. Abbott’s Bill,jrespecting frands
upon the Government becomies the law of
the land, the boodlers and those desirous of
becoming boodlers will find robbing the
‘people a risky business.. The law bears, not
on the officials of the Government alone, but
on contractors and others having dealings
with the Government.. The bill is° & short
one, - not .covering ,quite ' two - sides
of a sheet of ' fuolscap; but, short as it is, it
will, if hgnestly enforced, effectually cure
the disease with which the corruptionists
of .the Murphy and Senecal kinds are
afflicted. If that law had been in force
when the transactions which have the
subjects of "inquiry in Ottawa wok pluc,
several gentlemen who are-mow at large,
and as bold as brua,bouting of their in-
iquitous acts, would be in prison expilﬁng
their offences, ‘after having paid fines
ranging from one hundred to one thousand
dollars.

The punishment for offering and accept-
lng bribes is not a fine alone, which does]
not, in the estimation of many, carry with
it any disgrace, but fine “md also im-
prisonment.”  Offenders, ‘even the most’
bardened and shameless, dread imprison-
ment. They pay a fine almost cheerfully and
afterwards leave the court, where it was
imposed, almlmg, but their countenances
become serious as soon as there is any pros- |-
pect of imprisonment that cannot be es-
caped, and they feel the weight of - punish.
ment when they are sentenged ~to confine-
ment in the comman jail.

We venture to say that after Mr.
Abbott’s law comes into operation, ui:hcr
government officials nor govemmen‘c con-
tractors will think lightly pr speak lightly|

of giving and taking bribes. The Jaw .is | Bothav
oonpmhonnveuwelluntnngm, and it | Canads
will require  “more ingenuity lhan
most  people  possess successfully toto:

through which he was pusmg : *“There is
more value, more profitin ‘one acre of the
hundreds of thousands of acresof timber on
the Sound than I have ever seen, except in
oonlmu;es.m any acre. .An acre of it is
worth more then an acre of wheat land pro-
ducing tlnrty bushels of wheu; for a l'um-
dred years.”

We do not know whehher or not this as-
ae:ition of the great railway man is snaoapn-
' ble of arithmetical proof but, as giving an
idea of the great value of the timber lands
on this side of the continent, it is as true as
it is striking. People generally think  veiy |
little of the great worth of the timber
of this . province.. It is  wasted in
a hundred ways. This waste;, this care-
lessness and the blindness which caunsed it
are most deplorable. -If the people of this

st possible care of their timber lands.
They will not cut down & single tree need-
leasly, or permit one to be unnecessarily
destroyed. - Tt-took the tree that is wanton- |
Iy cut down or burned  scores and, in many

sneeeu, it will now befonblyneou-ryto

are convinced, will be salutary in many |

sary to know all about theni, 80 that they
much safety as possible, ‘and  that athers

province are wise they will take the great- |~

pronpﬂyumredtho ‘enactment of ‘a meas-| -
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cases, hundreds of years to grow, It can.
nntbonprodneedinthis
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