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Thé anomalous p.ositioli of the Ju-
diciary of this Coleny will donbtless
prove a subject for ‘discussion: during
the present session of the Council
Since Union we have bhad two distinot
;udicin! establishments, each independ-
ent of the other, and neither possesss
ing jurisdiction beyond the limits .to
which it was confived prior to Union.
Mr Begbie, bolding a commission as
Judge of the Sapreme Court of British
Columbis, exercises unrestricted judi-
cial control on the mainland j and Mr
Needbam; ‘holding the commission of
Clief Justice ¢f the Supreme Court of
Vaucouver Island, presides over the section
formerly known ‘as, tho }‘_‘JCoiony of
Vancouver lsland.’ Neither gentle.
man appearsto be subordinate to the
other, nor have they cosordinate pow~
ers, since the Judge of British Colum.
bia cannot sit as. Judge of Vancouver
Island any more than ‘the. Chief Justice
of Vancouyer, Island can don the
ermine as Judge of British Columbia,
except by special commission. When
the Grouse Creek war raged fiercest,
Chief Justice Needham proceeded to
Cariboo and sat as Judge of British
Columbia ; but a dommission as such
was previcusly isaued by the Gov-
‘ernor, into whose hawnds, upon his
return to Noew Westminster, the Chief
Justice resigned it. This anomalous
state of things arises from a strange
oversight on, the part ‘of the-framers
of the Union Bill." They ;eﬁ'nc_ed the
Colony of Vancouver Island. from the
map, but failed to define ‘the'status of
the Court of either ‘section. The
measure which consolidated . every
other branch of the ,Colonial Govern-
mentleft the Courts as distinct as ever,
and to-day we are called on to provide
for the maintanance of ‘two establisha
ments where one would suffice.” Be:
sides, & manifest irjustice .is. done
to’ the gontlemen interested.  One
would  naturally . imagine - that
under Union Mr Needham, holding a
Chief' 'Justice’s commission, ‘would
rank as Mr Begbie’s superior officer—
Mr Begbie being simply.a Judge. - But
such 'is not the fact.' “Mr Begbie's
position is as unchunged as Mr Needw
ham’s. I'o'all inteots and purposes
there bas been no Union of the
Colonies ‘so far as the judiciary is
affected. Cases have urisen wherein
the jurisdiotion of one or the other judge
has been challenged, and the passage
of .an Act defining the daties and
privilegesof each Court and abolishing
this sirange and anomalous state of
affairs is imperatively demanded, both:
as an act of justice to the gentlemen
themselves and s matter of protection

Saturday, March 21,

" Mutual “Aid. er  Benefit Building

Secieties.

" Amoung the remarkable. featares of the
present age Beoefit Buildiog Societies oceupy
a leading position~  They have increased in
such pumber, and worked such woonders in
the amelioration of the condition of the in-
dustrious classes, duriog the last thirty years
pot only in Great ‘Britain, but in the Eastern
States, and what more nearly affects us, in
San Franecisco. that it has become a matter
interesting to all to uncerstand,, correctly,
their object and the principles on which tbe
mos: successfal have been fonoded. This
information is the more desirable as a large
number of our eitizens are anzious 10 see one
of these useful associatiens started in Vic-
toria, and it is not-unlikely that if & society
were established amongst us, a large portion
of the sum now ancually squandered in friv~
olity and folly would be taroed to sccount
in building op thé town first. * A Bevefit
Buildiog Society, when properly constituted,
is a apecies of joint " stock '@ssociation, the
members of 'which' sabscribe periodically,
and 10 propertioni to the ‘number’ of shares
which they ‘ hold, different sums into “one

common fuad, ‘which' thus ' becomes ' large:

enough to be advantageountly ‘enployed by

being lent out ‘at intérest to such of the mems!

bers who desire advances, atd the interest as
goon ‘as 1t is received, making fresh  capital
is lent out again and again, €0 a& to be* con-
stantly reproductive, “ " Large’ sums‘may be
raised in this maoner; for, to take an éxam-
ple, if one thousand shares were | subseribed
for at two 'dollare and a * balf* ‘per share “per
month, io one yeafr the amount would be
$30000. which, month. by morth, es received
might be advanced: to any, members who
might wish to become borrowers. - The  pay~
ments of Borrowers are so calculated 88 to

' enable them to repay, by equal mbnthly or

more frequent instalments, within a specified
period, the principal of ‘the -sam borrowed,
and whatever interest’ may be due ‘upoa it
throughout the duratinn of the Jloas. . The
other members who bave not borrowed, aud
who are geoerally cal ed . Iovestors, . receive
at the end of a given number of'years a large
sum whieb is equivalent 10 any amouat ol
their subscriptious with compouad interest;

sogiety upon this principle correatly 'Yorn'u;
and afterwards properly managed, is of 'the

most admirable 'description; for on' the ome
band . it holds out inducements to industrions
individuals 10 put by periodically from their
income small or large sums which are ins
vested for them by the society on the secraity

of the real‘ertate and buildings of 'the 'bor-
rowing members, mortgaged to the  society,
and at the end of a certain time, are repaid

to them in the shape of a large accumlations

without their baving themselves the trouble

of seeking for suiteble investments, or lost

any interest becanse the sums they possessed

wetre 100 insignificant to be made a profiiable
use of; while on be ctber hand, the ‘money

subscribed, however small the individual

contributions 'may be, when amassed to-
gether; is’large enough . ‘to be advanced ot
berrowing members thereby enapling them

to purchase or eract houses, or similar 'pro-

perty, and ito repay.the loans by small per-

iodical instalments, extended over. several

years. Second, As regards the purchasing
of house property: building societies on a

priociple of mutaal ¢o-operation  must be
deemed peculiariy ' 'beneficial both to the

subscribing members and the general com-

munity among which they are. established.

We have to consider how large a portion ‘of
every man’s income in this city is .absorbed

by the payment of rent, especially those who
are married and bave families aroond them.

‘The drain upon the family purse under this

siogle bead of the monthly outlay is greater
for the amount of their incomes than  usual,
and the disproportion between the monthly
rent and the selling value of the dwelling is
greater than in most of the countries into
which these societies bave been entroduced.
It has been 8aid by an English writer on the
subject that, “Every one knows something ot
‘the ultimate cost of hiring farniture for their
houses or lodgings, they know that it is much
wore advantageous to the birer of futnitare
to buy the atticles outright than to pay con-'
ticaally for their use; and  thetefore, most
prudent people in the middf® classes, and
even the ‘poorest as 'far ~as they are able,,
make it a ra'e to purchase theirfown faroi-
tore, and ‘other articles’ of domestic comfort
and conveniences. They kuow that the price
for long hiring is at least cqual to the orig-
ioal price of the article hired, and yet how
(mary thousand of persons in every oity ol
Eogiand and America, who would = deem it
an nnwise extravagance not to parchase their
articles of household furniture, are yet quite
content tobire their houses, . What numbers
‘occupy hired houses or apartments to _de-
posit theit ‘owo furnitare in.” Third, It is
much mote easy by meaos of these 'sovieties
for 'persons who are not possessed of  capital,
and who .merely receive their wages weekly
or monthly, to become possessors of home-
steads; ;ané this. they are enabled to do by

the practical fect, that the m.nihly payments,
requiréd by a. society upod a loan, - do pot
much excecd the' rentof a house which
could be' purchased or bailt with the sum
borrawed; 8o that’ a man living four’ or ‘five
years in a house instead df payiog hisTent to
‘his landlord sod thus losing so mach money

for ever, pays it with a little’ addition to @
years,and in consideration of bis adusen

this arrangement, the society advances bim

at once the money requisite for.the purchage

of the property which then jn tbe stipu/ated

time, when the loan has been repaid with
interesat, becomes entirely his own; the money
advanced being in the meantime_seeured by

asnitable morigage, ' Fourth, Sueh is_fthe

practice of Benefit Building Societies; and ii
efficient, means are provided for securing

a fair and honorable way of carrying out its
object, such an jostitation established in this
town, where we have high rents, and high
rates of interest, and where there is no sav~

tainiog sale castody for small sums, must be
considered not only ue an excellent applica-
tion of the principle of cooperation, but as
'a means of etrengtheniog and eonsoli-
ditiog the  material interests of the
place, while socially improving the
condition. of _the most industrious  of
ita inhabilants, A ‘private individusl,

| wheiher a mechanic_or & clerk, usually. finds
1it impossible to obtain an advantageous ac-'

comulating interest for the emall sams he
can spare from his weekly earuings.. And

habits of ecopemy which would admit of his
hoarding up a sum large enough to place out
at interest, be cannot obtain that information
por always bring that judgmen} to the scrus
tiny of the adequacy of the security ecoatem-
plated for bis Jovestment, nor is he always,
without neglecting his occupation, in: the
way of hearing of these remunerative op-
portunities which present themselves. /rom
time to time. An associatiop, however, of
provideot persons can command all that is
wantiog by the sicgle member, and although
the trifling ‘contribution of each by itself
would be too’small to be capable of reproduc-
tive investmeunt, yet,wheo united with others,
in a large sum it becomes a ptoportionate
participator, und ‘has its representative in the
agaregate - profits  of the geoeral body.
Moreover, where there exists a variety of
material of talent and capital. their noion for
the purposes of carrying out the same design
facilitates and renders possible 'its ‘accom-
plishment. - Fhe efforts of a body of men in
pursuit of a good object are’ generally suc-
cessful whether tbey endeavor .to attain for
themselves definite and tangible 'results by
‘the operation of great commereial enterprises,
or whether they combine with the provident

Jdary - loss, -whioh by death or incapagity to
labor, may overtake any individual and ex-
pose himself or. the members of his family to
poverty. As application of these priociples

koown a8 Lifle Assurances and Benefit 'Baild-
'ing: Societies, have proved remarkable illus-
trations '‘of ‘the great advantages coaferred
by their working when honestly and wisely
condunted ;- thoagh, of course, on their first
introduetion; especially in ‘buildiog societies,
their success was 100 often obscured by 'de-
fects and errors in the arracgement of the
details. Fifth: It is & coincidevce worih re-
cording in bringing buildig socieiies ‘before

cord is koown, was established st Kirkeod-

building society for a limited nnnebetrrg 5

simple outlioe 'of the éphn[puu_ned in_the|
di

correctness in its principles of calcolation,and |:

ing bank, or means of investing, or even ob- |

cven should he have formed, thoge determined |

desire-to avert as far as possible the pecap-,

of ‘mutuali eo-ope:ation to” the assbeiations.

the .notice of the people of this Island, that |
the firet eociety of this kind of which any, te- | P8

taral Oompany at the pi‘oionfd:'é.*' Td
land &t the present time there are'more’
two thousand of these sooieties, with an:ag-

:

than one of them lias sn income exceediog
£150,000, and seversl have anoual incomes
varyiog -~ between £50,000 . and’ £100000.
Sixth, Much. of the discouragement which
allended tbe course of the earlier sociaties,
arose from their mwot at' that 'early ‘period
having ' attracted the 'attention of the men
most capable of giving souad opinions upon
the correctness of their criculations. Since
they have growa strong enough to attract the
attention and secare the assistance of quali-
fied actuaries, these evils have been rect fied.
Ia the presence, however, of ‘all the early ob-
jections and difficulties, it mdy be confidently
affirced that their istroduction: ioto the
manufacturiog districts of Ergland has been
productive of the'happiest results 1n. promoi~
ing! hebite’ of ecovomy aad prodence among,
the classes most prone to petty extravagan-
ces.. In San Fiancisco also mueh good bas
been obtained by their enabling a 'large
pumber of persons’ to ' become ‘pcesessors  of
houses and land which cn the cooclusion of |
their payments, they”occupy free of rent,
and urder the liberal Fomesteéad law of that
State’can preserve them from the vicissitudes
of : buginess’. and .transmit to their families
after their decease. To ensure the gratificas

lated by permanent settlers, we can saggeet
no betier method than to promote a’scheme
which i generally adopted would’bind  our
pomadie population 10 ‘the soil by & pecna-
iary interest, snd implant and cherish a feel~
ing of attachment for the colony and.a_wish
100 see our colonial institutions moulded after
the fashion of the mothér country.” Seventh,
It seems almost remarkable that this ‘ exeel=
leat .prineiple  has beep so completely overs
looked up to this time, and that while it bas
become so general and has worked'so suc-
cessfully in Sen Francisco, no effort has hith-
erto been made for its application in
Vancouver Island. There aré amongst us
1aborers;, mechanies, clerks; professional men,
and otbers engaged in commercial pursnits,
who bave paid away without reflection dur-
ing their residence in 'Victoria, sums‘for: rent
which if they bad upited themselves into a
‘Building Soci:ty, would bave pnrghased their
dwellings in some instances two or three
times over, and they might now bavé had the
advantage -of. liviog rent free the rest of their
lives, Such a society would 'also offer
another channel for temporary investment to
many non-commercial people, as well as to
the industrial and professional classes, who

time to time comparatively small sums of
‘money at advantageous ‘interest. - Eighth,
Generally the money accumulated by these
-sodieties has been devoted solely to enahliog
members, to become owners of houses and
land “or similar property, but there are no
reasons ‘why it should mot be' applied ‘to
othér objects, provided the ‘investments are
tqually safe.o” Weishall covclude this article
.with, pointing .ont some of the leadiag exam» |
ples of the yarions nses to which Benefit
Building Societies are applicable: "~ "
Ist. Provisfon'for bis old age, ‘or a'compe-
tenoy ‘to retura with (o his oative conntry,’
‘may be secured payableat the end of a cer-
tain number. of years, by a persop jeising the
| gociety as ao investor, . . it

2d. Houses cen be built or purchased in-
+tend of being reoted, by’ a very inconsider~
-able increase of ¢he sum 'set. apart ior the
.cost of residence. i "

3d. Leaseholders, such as farmers and
others, may accumulate a fand for parchasiog.
the freebold of the land they occupy. *

4th: Leaseholders who are bound by the
conditions of the lease to erect permanent
buildings on the property, may obtain funds
to do so without seriously trenching upon
their ordinary capital, - '

(3 ‘(, :
5th, Mortgagees ‘may 'either discharge at
once the encumbrances oo ‘their property by
the aid of the society, or seccumulate funds
by becoming investors, to liquidate the mort-
gage at some fature’ period.” " :

INTEREST.

9. It wonld be irrelevant and tedious  in
this article to enter at any length'inta the doc-
trine of ‘interest, forther than mpy be ne-
‘eessary to explain the: 'natare .of Buildiog
Soeieties. = Bat previovsly. to deagribing  the
practical management of shese sociaties it will
be necessary to make one of two remarks

est on ‘which the rates ' of 'subscription a&re
based. Io elucidation of the difference be-
tween simple and compound ioterest, an
example will convey the advantage derived
from the latter more clearly ‘to the reader
thao any theoretical explaoation. If A lends
B $1000 for 12 months at 2' per cent. per
mouth, and receives $20 interest .manthly
without reinvesting, A will when the loan is
repaid have received $1240, Bat if A rein~
vests at once at the same rate he will receive
at the end of the second month interedis on
$1020.or $20 40, If he reinvest that sum
®gain he will have $1040 40 out on loan, and
at the end of the third 'month will receive
interest to the amount of ‘$20 81,  which
again invested will produce similar - results.
At the end of twelve months, the principal
and interest, if the reinvestments have been:
made witbout loss of time, woald have “Aos
creased to $1268 21; or $28 21, miore than it
wonld be by simple 1aterest, bat if the pro-
.cess was carried on until the end of the
second year, he woald have $1688 50 instead
of $1480 ‘or to carry the'illgsiration farther,
if A let B have the original ‘sam for .four
years and two months, A would have receiv-
ed $1000 for principal and $1000 fo, simple
interest. But if A had reinvested that inters
est monthly as he received it, at the end’ of |
two 'years aod eleven ' moontbs: he would ' in |
\that short period not.oply bave. the original
sum of $1000 doe from B, but he would
'have an equal sum of $1000, prodaced from;
the 'accumulated ir terest of the first $1000.
1‘t;"|t is.'A’s' money 'would ‘have, doubled - it-
sell, won Yaw p

10. The application of this illustration to'
Buildirg Socicties is this: if ao Tavestor pays
into a Building Society ‘$20 & ‘month for
thirty-five consecutive mooibs, and the soci~
ety has contioually reinvested his money. so
as to make 2 per cent net [rom his subscrip«
tiop at compound interest, bis accumalated;
yments at the end of . that term will’ be
worth $1000. | Again, if a sabscriber borrow
feom a ' Buildiog ‘Society $1000, and pays

bright, ia. Scotlsnd, in 1815, uader the
auspices of that Barl of Selkirk, who pdl?cd
so important s part in the bistory of |

Hodson Bay Company, and whose soa is one

the |

$20 & mooth. for shirty-five months in - addi-
tion ro interest, (whieh of course must be

7 rustees of the Puget Sound : };(ri'é‘i'gl; i een; e “:Ti P{}gﬁ \‘“fmn%;.f the 80~
g  ciety) he will hav

gregate capital of .several millions, More|

tion of our desire to see this country popus| ' 12 There are also objections whieh" apply

to both classes of societies; terminating “and |/

wonld, be glad as investors to lay out from|.

respecting the principles of componad inter~|

iquidated his debt.

TERMINATING BQOTETIES.

11. Building Societies, thoogh all fonnded
for the same abject, are divided into two
clagses; one kind are called terminating, the
‘other “permanent societies. Terminating
Societies baving latterly fallen into disfavoor,
.the superior advantages . of ' the permanent
societies have become better appreciated. A
Terminatiog Society is one which closes at a
fixed period; while in the permanent sosiety.
/it'is merely the membérship ‘of a shareholder
which terminates at the end of a fixed petiod.’
One of the great. evils of the terminating
principle is that in consequence of its beiog
intended to cloge the society in & given pum-
bér of yéars, or ag soon ‘after as practicable,
the' ‘opportabity ‘and " desize for investment
.soon ceases; a8 the members: are unwillieg to
borrow in: the Jatter years of 1ts existence,
when t z period over which a loan can extend
bas becomie small, ‘and the 'corresponding
rat:s'of repayment must b3 increased. - It bas
been fannd. by experiencs, and indeed /it is &
fact which common sense would snggeat, that
it is almost impossible to fiod members who
will care to borrow when half 'the” term ' of
any society’s expected daration has ' elapsed.
The monthly payments on.a loan for a -short:
period became too large to suit the limited
- means of the subscribers, ! ;

permanent, but which are serionsly aggrevatsi
ed when the association is of a_travsitory na:,
tare. The wnterest 18 oftem calculated to be
realized at quicker sniervals than is praciicals
by the'case. It is not possible but ‘that  from
the 'very beginning of any society’s existence
some portion .of its -fhods will at, variove
times remain unemployed for longer. or
shorter periods. “Sometimes this takes place
becanse the’ baladce 'in ‘hand is'n.t latge
enough 10 meet the purpese of any borrower.
particularly .in the firat commencement
of a society, yheq the subseribers are
are too ‘lew in pumbers to raise an ade-
quate’'som at eévery ‘meeting. ‘Sometimes,

thehamount required by borrowers who fpave
registered  their -names. as applicants  for

oceiying interest moothly from the borrowers,
and tor crediting it'monthly" to the investers,
it is evident that the loss of a> gingle day’s
interest falsifies the calcnlations, . The neglect
of allowing for this consideration has; been
the cause of some serious diserepancies be-
tween the theories wnd the actual experiences
of some societied, ' 4 ity o i
13. It should always be made a rale to res
ceive the .subacriptions apd: repayments. at
shorter intervals than the calculations of the
‘accumulations ~ at - componnd - interest “are
based upoo. * For instance, if the compound
interest is reckoned upoo reinvestment every
month, the.-subscriptions and repayments
shonld be received weekly. 1f they are re-
ceived monthly, the interest shoald be ealcu-
lated ‘as produced quarterly. In other’words
‘the'salety of “a''society  depends upon ' the
‘managets always havingsuficient time. be-
fore tbe arriydl of the calcalated ?griq,dq, of
reinvestment,_ uiw.hwﬁmich_. ‘the diﬁle"s ] af'ré
based, to complete the pecessary details. for
‘ qiéﬁi@g% "of interest by Tovesting’all
movigs whibh are not'required for the immed-
‘jate” purposes’ of imanagemeot.. | Aay différ-
ence between: the actual epochs of moustery
receipts and the assumed periods sbonld be
in.favor of the society, and any profit thos
accroiog will ‘be found most useful for con-
‘tingencies, LIS rirase et
140 Another fanlt has been not allowing a
sofficient, margin for preliminary and mapa-
gerial expenses, and for losses throngh bad
investments, not provided for in ‘the ‘theoreti-
cal ealénlations. ' 'When the actual payments
bave been fixed at rates based on the ex-
treme 'theoretical ‘calcalation of what money
continually  reinvested would: produes; it is
impossible. that. the society should ierminate
profitably at the  period, origipally fixed,
unless during the whole previous duration of
the 'associaton there had been no ‘loss ‘sus-'
tained; eviher through dishonesty of officials,
bad investment, or unlooked for , be-
'yond what would be: covered by the  receipts
‘from ' fines, fees; §c, and unless no: month
‘has ‘ever been passed 'during which any part
of the subscriptions had lawd unproductive
So.that in other words no loss of interest has
.om}m' ¢ i e 1y y
' PERMANENT SOCIETIES.

15. Haviog reviewed some of the leading
‘objections' to thie plan’of ‘terminating socie-
ties, we will now proceed to examine in de-
tail the various superior features of  the pers
manent system,

To enable an institution of this' Eind to
conduct ite’ operations successfully as re.
gards the profit which is expected by the in~
vesting members, at the same time the
borrowers are freed from unjust responsibil-
ties, it is proper not only that the rates - of
subscription and repayment depend mpon. a
gound basis of mathematical ressoning, but
also that the general system of the society’s
practical operations should 'be as much as
possible clear from these  defects, which
either prevent the realization of the expected
interest within the calculated time, or pro-
.duce injury ;snd. personal incounvenience to
.the members. It ig essential that due pro-
'vision should be made for the current ex-
pensea and liabilities, and' that they should
oeveér be left dependent upon the uncertain
receipte from fices r r fees. §

' The relative position of the two classes of
membersishoald ‘be’ also ' equitably consid-
ered ; 80 that the profits of the one may cot
‘be 'increased by taking an unfair advantage
of thié other, and the period of duration of 'a,
morigage - shoald be..rendered definite, in
order . that - the  claim of the sociely upon a
borrower, may at all times be sn'j
‘eqaitable 'adjostment’ifi case ‘of bis' being
‘subsequently desirous of redesming his:prop -
eriy.; e1nce;it is.eyvideot;that any uncertaioty
respectiog the duration and amount,of 8 debt

of ‘the security beld for it. As! micieover, it ig
‘ot easy to form’ an exact opinion of the value
vt moaey whea it is.involved,io transactiong
extendiug over a period of years, nor of the
taiore value of property in @ newly " settled
couutry, attention wast be'given to a “suitay
‘ble rederve being. made onu the society's
profits to form & proteclive fund against
future ‘contingencies, . Experience hasshowa
tbat Building Societies in other countries,
from the pecaliar nalare of their transaetions,
are liable to losses' which cannot ' slways be

! caloulated at & rate which will leave 2 per

again; there remains on band a sum beyond |

loaps. If the calculations are made for re- | te | i
 place untjl ‘the vacancy

est to|.

tende materially to reduce the saleable valua |

ehdtce Gf,ﬂ:al’o” mishaps /to the La
:¢ Average,”’ -and . by. providing . s .resource
whence 3:11“ K‘ﬁ’oiéhn’bj!zlp"fj be at once made
good, such _an institation msy be rendered
on.the whele as secure and profitable a med-
ium as apy commercial joint stock institu-
tion in"the colony. 45 MR RO rs i

. The .;mqmt;phmwh‘h we recommend
.appears to. meet these reqguirements, as it is
‘entirely free from most of the objections
peciliar to Terminating “Societies ‘and is:
‘based.upon the:system . which. has ‘received
tbe sanctiop of the best English actuaries.

"1. The difficulty of finding borrowers at
any time io the course of the existence: of a
society is removed. : el Y

2. New members may enter in any month
without paying up any arrears of entrance
fee. Hence the scope of the society’s action,
ia extended, and the power of doing gooad,
resultiog from mutaal association, is” greatly
.augmented as ‘the number ‘of sharebolders:
‘ingreases year by year, and even month by
‘month, inshead of diminishing.

3. The iditial and acnual expenses'can be’
more equitably divided, 'and spread .over &
larger number. of membhers, - ey

4, A member may under reasonable res
strictions' withdraw hls subscriptions, or effect
the rédemption of &' mortgage, 'without the
delay or expenges that he -would experience.
in & termidating society. ' . 1
arroluly 1é| Toibe eomtinned] ol 1o 1ni

1% In the compilation of the above article the
‘writer has been largely indebled to the works.
‘of Arthur Scratehley. Esg;' M. A, the cele.
brated zetwy*ofuim s BATHYORE Uy

| Dratm or A TELRGRAPE UPERATOR—A
elegram received yesterday at (e ' Victoria
office states that the telegrapi®perator at

' Swinimish, W. T, died yesterday morning’
‘aftet & very brief iliness, having been seized
with a fitthe evening previous.: The deceased
man was named Jasper,' and 'was only ap~
pointed a few days ago.to the station. Swinis
~mish is the repeating office between Vigtoria
and New Westmioster, and we' fear that in
consequence of this sad ocourrence no Council
telegrams'will be received from the" latter- -
shall“ have beem:

' sapplied. : ‘

. Frow PortuaND.—The Fideliter atrived:
from Portland yesterday mgrning at balf-past.
nine with & fall freight and a number of
passengers. ‘The Fideliter 18ft Portland on
the-11th inst,, but was several days detained: *
within the bar, owing to unfavorable weather;-
" Tag steamer * Sir' James Douglas'” afrived:
ldst evéniog from ‘Comox“and’*Nanaitio ™ &t
bialf-past six o’clock.”" She was freighted' witls
cattle and produce from the séttlements! Stie
4ls0 brought about'twenty passéngers, among
whoni ‘were Provincial ‘Gratid Master’ Powell
and the officers of the Provineial Grand Ledge
who went up to Nanainio 'last Taesday on an
official visit.  Capt Clark'reports that on'his
way down he stopped'off the “ceehé 'of -the
wrecks “and "boarded” them to render sty

assistadce that might be'required, /. 4

11 { * Lo e g T v - ¥k
. BoiLpixg Sociermzs—We gommence toe
day the, republication .of & series of able
Jletters; advocating the formation of Building
Societies, which originally appesred i, the
Times, a paper prioted here in 1865. . The
letters were written, by a gentleman, then
resident in this city, and the arguments -
vanced at that time apply with equal force
to the present.. We commend the seriés to
‘public:pergsal. i cr i o :
CuANCE roR INvEsTMENT. — Mr J Lamley,
of Astoria, Oregon, has seut us a number of
specimens ‘of cement taken from & bed rew
cently discovered near Astoria.  THhe specie
meos sent are not ioferior. to the celebrated
Maine cement, 8o extensively nsed for buildw
-iog purposes in the, tpita&;sisihé.' A small
capital only is required to work the bed and
introduce the cement to. the .notice of Sm

.| Francisco builders.:  « 10 |

“ Lost THEIR Passaae.—The California ‘on
Wednesday left behind at this place two pas=
sengers, who had intended proceeding fo
Sitka with her. . The unforsunate }élio!q pro-
cured a planger and started for  Nanaimo,
where it was known the steamship would
stop to coal. They; reached Nanaimo on
Thureday evening, bat too Jate to catch the-
' steamer, she having sailed ‘some hours prior-

to their arrival. ! '

For .tae River.—The Str. Enterprise left
yesterday morniog for New Westminster with
a small amount of freight and a number of
passengers, among whom were the Hons
' Messre DeCosmos, ‘Barnard and: Smith, who-
g0 to attend the opening of the Legislative-
Couneil to-day. The 'Hons. Dr Helmokin-
and 'Mr Pemberton did oot go'dp. ' The for-.
mer was obliged 10'remain in consequence of-
theé severe iliness of - a child of Dr/Lolmie’s..

Naw Onvsca Sire—The soaiety of the St.-
Aodrew’s Church have purchased a lot on-
the corner of_Courtensy and Gordon streets,.
aad, contemplate buildiog. shortly a . stone-
cburch. thereon.. ... . S5 g B
Tas: Sparrowhawk sailed; 1oi New, West--
iminster. yesterday mornibg:at 6.0’clock: © A
salu’e will be fired upon “the opening of ‘the
Legislative Couacil st-toon to-day. \

R + 3
Tae American . brig:Orieut, laden with
lambdr for San Franciseo) arrived lrom Bure
ratd Inlet yesterday morning and cast anchor

in Esquimalt harbor,, . 7

Tsx ‘U 8 8 Lineoln,”Captain J E White,
detained by thie biow yesterday, will sail with-
the "‘express and mails at an eatly bour this
moraiog. SRR 1o A0 .

TaErE were no omp heaid in th Police-

averied by the most catefal and iotelligent

A

Court yesterdsy,




