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Last Night’s Lecture. In Magistrate's Court,
THE AGILITY The King Versus Chauncey For Arson. 

(Before F. J. Morris, K. C., J. P., and 
M. A. Devine, J.P.)

The charge in this case is that the 
accused on the 18th day of September 
last did wilfully and maliciously set 
fire to his dwelling house, situate on

Rev. Mr. Hemmeon lectured to a 
large gathering at Wesley Church last 
night, taking as his subject “Modern 
Fiction.” After a very pleasing solo 
had been given by Mr. C. Hatcher, 
Rev. H. Royle, who presided, intro­
duced the lecturer, who entertained 
his audience for over an hour.

In his opening remarks Mr. Hem­
meon defined good fiction as gossip 
plus art. He said that in order to give 
pleasure to the reader there must be 
gracefulness and taste combined with 
imagination in all stories of romance. 
The oldest fiction known is folk lore, 
and the genesis of all history and 
cradle of all truth is tradition. He 
then went on to name the four es­
sentials in good story writing—love, 
adventure, wit and worship, the four 
great passions that go to make up life. 
Modern fiction may be said to have 
begun with th% writings of Sir Walter 
Scott in 1771. He then referred to the 
influence of the writings o£ Shake­
speare, Scott and Dickens upon the 
British people up to the present time. 
The rev. lecturer then dealt, with the 
essentials which help to gauge the 
value of a story, viz., popularity, per­
manence, art and insight, pointing out 
that while one writer’s works showed 
insight they lacked art; others were 
popular but were not permanent. He 
then referred to several well known 
books and briefly reviewed their re­
spective merits as works of fiction. 
He recommended the writings of John 
Goldsworthy, William De Morgan, M. 
Hewlett and Robert Louis Stevenson 
very highly, and mentioned many of 
the bocks which had given him much 
enjoyment. He dealt strongly with 
the so-called sex novels and was of the 
opinion that they should be banned, 
as they were merely a rebound from 
the prudishness of former days. He 
made an urgent appeal for the read­
ing of good books and recommended 
the works of Charles Dickens, who 
had no competitor in his day.

After the singing of “We love thee 
Newfoundland” by Misses Taylor and 
Nichol, a vote of thanks was unani­
mously accorded the lecturer for the 
enjoyable entertainment. The Nation­
al Anthem and the Benediction 
brought the enjoyable evening to a 
close.

and prodigious leaping powers of the 
Kangaroo are famed all the world over. 
Its agility, however, is excelled by the case 

and quickness with which | Freshwater Road, with intent thereby
to defraud a certain Insurance Com­
pany.

I To this charge of Arson the ac­
cused consented to a summary trial, 
and pleaded “Not guilty."

The following facts were given in 
evidence by the witnesses for the 
prosecution. The accused had a pol­
icy of insurance on his house for thé 
sum of $1,000. The house was mort­
gaged for the sum of $850.

One witness, Littlejohn, swore to 
the fact that the accused had been of­
fered $1,500 for the house but he 

| would not sell it for less than $2,000, 
and that he (Littlejohn) believed that 
the house was worth that figure. The 
furniture, personal and other effects, 
in the house at the time of the fire 
would be worth about $500 or $600. 
If the accused had succeeded in burn­
ing the house and its contents, he 
would stand to lose in the neighbour­
hood of $2,000.

The defence set up by Mr. Higgins, 
B.L., who appeared for the accused, 
was, “That the accused was tem- 
“porarily deranged and insane 
"through drink, that his mind was 
"incapable of reasoning, and in a fit 
“of drunken madness he attempted to 
“set fire to his house. That the evi­
dence submitted by the Crown as to 
“the accused’s condition on that day 
“went to show beyond any question 
“of reasonable doubt, that the man 
“on that day was so mentally inca- 
“pacitated, by reason of his drunk­
enness, that he was not able to judge 

! “the difference between right and 
I “wrong, and that the charge that the 

“accused, burnt his house with intent 
"to defraud the insurance company 
“was fully answered by the fact that 
“had the house been burnt, he would 
"have lost all he possessed in the 
“world.”

In support of his plea Mr. Higgins 
cited from the following authorities: 
—Archibald’s Criminal Practice, Ma­
licious Damage Act, 1861, Halsbury, 
vol. 9, 772, Rex vs. Davis, 14 Cox, 562, 
Rex. vs. Bains, 1886, Liverpool As­
sizes.

It is a felony at Common Law to 
wilfully and maliciously burn the 
house was the property of the ac- 
hounse was the property of the ac­
cused. The Statute Law -has made it 
a felony to burn a dwelling house 
any person being therein at the time. 
No person but the accused was in 
the house at the time of the commis­
sion of the alleged offence.

It is a felony by Statute to burn a 
house or other building, whether the 
same be in possession of the offender 

j or any other person, with intent 
! thereby to Injure or defraud any 
j person, and it is with this latter of- 
I fence that the accused stands charg­
ed.

I Lord Halsbury in his Treatise on 
! Criminal Law has this to say on the 
plea of drunkenness:—

“A person who becomes drunk as 
“the result of his own voluntary Act, 
“and while drunk commits a crime, is 
“not excused for the crime by reason 
“of his drunkenness alone

Sunlight Soap SINGLE BARREL MUZZLE-LOADING GUNS,

expels dirt from the clothes in the wash
Sunlight Soap en- u
joys well-earned and Ittk
world-wide distinc-
tion as a Soap of the
first quality. Its
reputation is main-
tained by the iooo M
Guarantee of Purity ^
given with every
bar, and by the good
report of millions of
housewives who use
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WHY NOT TRY IT.

Letter From 
Dr. Grenfell

has only flour and very little of that, 
the other whose family is in very lit­
tle better circumstances. Fortunately 
for White Bay the mill at Englee is 
enlarging its scope, and the Empire 
Company are offering work to a large 
number of men. South of Whoop­
ing Harbour, as far as LaScie, the 
fishery has this year been a lament­
able failure. You would also, Mr. 
Editor, render a service if here you 
would sound again—issue a warning 
against the waste and wickedness of 
spending money on patent medicines. 
Last week I examined two young 
men who had just spent ten dollars 
cash in purchasing a truss from some 
ruffian in America, though both were 
hard up for food for their families 
and neither of them were really rup­
tured. When will our people learn 
that the ratio of money expended on 
patent medicines is in inverse ratio 
to their level of intelligence.

Once more, sir, people have most 
rightly praised the people from En­
glee to Griquet and Cape Norman for 
last winter so generously subscribing 
$1.500 to the Patriotic and Belgian 
fund in cash. But, sir, we have talk­
ed this matter out up here, and find 
that the same district consumed cer­
tainly over $5,000 in tobacco. Can 
you, sir. not help a national cam­
paign to persuade us all for twelve 
months to give up tobacco and send 
the money to the Patriotic Fund. 
Thousands of our best and bravest 
are now sacrificing their lives for 
their country and for us. What kind 
of a patriot is the man who won’t 
sacrifice a needless luxury, say for 
one year, for the sake of his Em­
pire?

If the Patriotic Fund would start 
a branch fund into which every man 
who was really willing was to make 
a sacrifice for his country could put 
the money saved, Newfoundland 
would stand top among the children 
of the Motherland for relative finan­
cial aid. It would be yet one further 
sacrifice she could afford to make, 
she would be far richer instead of 
poorer, and for all ages a contri­
bution so significant of real unselfish­
ness, and so large and valuable to 
both giver and receiver, it would 
shine in our island’s possessions as no 
material wealth will shine, when the 
actors on our stage of to-flay are 
living only a memory of the past. It 
would be an imperishable heirloom of 
value to our children showing that we 
were made of unusual stuff. Is not 
such a move possible? Would it not 
be a gloriius corollary or colleague 
of the splendid effort now being made 
for prohibition?

WILFRED T. GRENFELL.

Une Hundred Persons With Symptoms
of Beri-Beri — Expert Observer—•
Need of Better Diet—Patriotic Fund
and Tobacco.

S. S. Strathcona, Spt. 30, 1915. 
Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—During the past season 
1 have treated among a very large 
number of patients suffering from de- 
iii ient diet diseases, over one hundred 
v ith the symptoms of multiple neu­
ritis, which for want of a better name 
we call Beri-Beri—most of these are 
in men—and comparatively young 
men, some have lost the use of their 
limbs, four have lost their lives. It 
seems specially dangerous at child­
hood and may be one of the contri­
butory causes to the number of rick­
ety, unhealthy and marasnic children 
we register. This in an environment 
of exceptional natural excellence. I 
would ask you, sir, to influence your 
readers to influence the Government 
when supplying flour to the very poor 
to insist on the use of white wheat 
flour. Everywhere I have spoken to 
them they would prefer that which 
affords them the best safeguard against 
incapacity, and there can in the light 
of experience no longer be any ques­
tion that with the restricted diet of 
the Government paupers whole wheat 
flour is most desirable.

I have twice visited from Cape John 
to Cape Norman and once round the 
Straits and east Labrador Coasts 
p-eaching to every family of settlers 
this year, and have had with me ex­
pert colleagues that our returns and 
deductions may no longer be pro­
claimed in public newspapers as ex­
aggerations of facts without wilful 
misrepresentation being intended by 
them.

The deductions from our new sys­
tem, of records, supported by those of 
our intermediate observers at all our 
stations, who keep similar records, 
are not all consonant with those of 
the superficial inquiries of travellers 
on mail steamers whether in Govern­
ment employ or others, and for every 
fact we state the undeniable record 
of our books shows ample evidence. 
Dr. Paddon’s centre at Indian Har­
bour, has been re-inforced by a small 
cottage hospital for winter in Hamil­
ton Inlet, and though the mail sub­
sidy was withdrawn from that bay, 
the power yacht Yale has been run­
ning up and down all summer with 
Dr. Thomas Or Dr. Paddon. Battle 
Harbour is to be strengthened also 
by a residence in the bay for Dr. 
( ieve the winter. . Foreau and Har- 
rrigton and we hope Paul’s River 
m ain also, will all be winter stations.

Anthony and Pilley's Island will 
1 open as usual, and we expect

For This Week!A Child Hates t it, 
Calomel, Pills For 

Liver and Bowels
Give “California Syrup of Figs” if 

cross, sick, feverish, 
constipated.

for a per- 
“son although drunk, may be capable 
“of forming an intention and there- 
“fore of committing an act. But a 
“person may by drunkenness be ren­
dered entirely incapable of forming 
“an intention, and drunkenness may 
“therefore, even though voluntary, 
“sometimes be used as a defence for 
“the purpose of rebutting the pre­
sumption of a criminal intention 
“which would otherwise arise from 
“an act; such presumption is deemed 
“to be rebutted, where it is shown 
“that the accused’s mind was so af- 
“fected by drink that he was incapa­
ble of knowing what he was doing 
“was dangerous or wrongful."

In the case of the King vs. Meade, 
reported in 1 “King’s Bench Division, 
1909, and the latest dictum, on this 
point, Lord Coleridge, J„ says:—“A 
“man is taken to intend the natural 
“consequencses of his act this pre- 
"sumption may be rebutted in the 
"case of a man who is drunk, by show­
ing his mind to have been so affected 
“by drink he had taken, that he was 
"incapable of knowing that what he 
“was doing was dangerous, i.e., likely 
“to 'inflict serious injury. If this be 
“proved, a presumption that he in- 
bends to do grevious bodily harm is 
“rebutted."

Arson is one of~the offences in Com­
mon Law in which the intent is the 
essence of the crime, and in this 
case from the facts submitted in evi­
dence by the Prosecution, we un­
hesitatingly come to the conclusion 
that the accused (Chauncey’s) mind 
wa so “affected by the drink he had 
taken on the 18th day of September, 
that at the time he had set fire to his 
house, he was incapable of knowing 
that what he was doing was wrong or 
dangerous or likely to Inflict serious 
injury on any person.

It appears to us to be inconceivable 
that a sane person will set fire to his 
house with intent to defraud the In­
surance Company, when the commis­
sion of such an act would entail up­
on himself a loss amounting to twice 
the sum covered by his insurance 
policy.

There must be an intent to injure 
or defraud some third person not 
identified with the prisoner, and there­
fore in this case, even if the accused 
sot fire to his house for the purpose 
of showing spite towards his family 
or doing then) a personal injury, he 
would not commit an offence under 
the statute.

We therefore acquit the accused on 
the charge of setting fire to his house 
with intent to defraud- an insurance 
company, or with intent to injure or 
defraud any other person.

Dated Tuesday, the 12th day of Oc­
tober, A. D„ 1915. ,

Inspector General Sullivan con­
ducted the case for the Crown. Mr. 
V/. J. Higgins, B. L„ Counsel for the 
Accused.

See Window

S. RODGER’SDefenders Recovered
Private Harry Grant, of the First 

Canadian Expeditionary Force, and 
who was wounded while fighting in 
France, has arrived back at Quebec, 
after spending two months in hospit­
al in England, according to a message 
just received by his father, Mr. Wm. 
Grant, of Brien Street. Naval Re­
servist Wm. Jerrett, of H.M.S. 
Rooke, who broke his leg on board 
ship some time ago and has since been’ 
in hospital at Ramsgate, has recover­
ed and returned to Devonport to rejoin 
his ship. His brother, Levi, was one 
of the reservists who went down in 
the Viknor.

THE LONDON DIRECTORY.
Stop That Itch Do You need a (Published Annually)

enables traders throughout the World 
to communicate direct with English

MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS 
in each class of goods. Besides being 
a complete commercial guide to Lon­
don and Its suburbs the Directory con­
tains lists of

EXPORT MERCHANTS 
with the goods they ship, and the 
Colonial and Foreign Markets they 
supply;

STEAMSHIP LINÊS
arranged under the Ports to which 
they sail, and indicating the approxi­
mate Sailings;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES, 
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants, 
etc., in the principal provincial towns 
and industrial centres of the United 
Kingdom.

A copy of the current edition will 
be forwarded freight "paid, on receipt 
of Postal Order for $5.

Dealers seeking Agencies can ad­
vertise their Trade Cards tor $5 or 
large advertisements from $15.
THE LONDON DIRECTORY CO, LTD.

25 Abchnrch Lane, London, E.C.

New Overcoat?residence at Baie Verte, a young 
' tor having applied for service. 
' ride these posts we have had teach- 

at Turnavick, L’Anse au Loup, 
K pon, Currant Island, and other 

■ntres, all of whose reports are those 
c: people who know of what they 
s;ieak, all being hightly educated 
trained observers. When a medical 
n.an visits house after house and 
finds pale children on dry flour diet, 
and again this season as every year 
visits women struggling to keep alive 
unfortunate babies without a drop 

"of milk of any kind being procurable 
he can scarcely be blamed if he does 
not describe the condition as merely 
a tobacco famine. Every year we use 
cases of milk freely given for such 
cases alone, and our books which can 
he inspected show how often we are 
called on to supply fats and even 
flour, though everywhere and always 
whether it be food or clothing sup­
plied we exact work if it can reason­
ably be given, and in that the peo­
ple entirely concur. Even at the 
present moment I have on board two 
fathers of families, one whose young 
wife is down with beri-berf, and who

An Economical Novelty
If so, you need one that is at once smart, 
serviceable and reasonable in price.An Inkwell that is Dust and Air­

proof, and that will save 75% of your 
Ink expenditure. Saves its cost in 
six months. For sale at the Office 
Supply Store, City Club Corner. Why 
not call and examine it? 
sep28,tf PERCIE JOHNSON.

Women Recruits We can show you Overcoats that 
will fill the bill perfectly, of fine Chin­
chillas and Friezes in Navy, Grey, and 
Brown, and in several new models. 
These Overcoats, which can be had in 
all sizes, are sure to please the most 
particular dresser.

Editor Evening Telegram.
Dear Sir,—Please allow me space 

in your paper to say a few words con­
cerning the women recruiting. I think 
it would be a good idea if the com­
mittee would form a regiment of wo­
men, as I can say I am safe in saying 
that every .lady would volunteer to 
defend her empire, and I’m sure that’ 
the gentlemen will do their best to 
get a hall for them to practice every 
night from 7.30 to 9.30.

Hoping I have not taken too much 
of your valuable space, and thanking 
you.

I remain.
One Who Would Do Her Little Bit.

A Boom for Laborers
The present week is affording much 

work to laborers because of the arriv­
al of the steamers Stéphane, Fron- 
tera, Amanda, Anna already and the 
expected arrivals within the next few 
days of the steamers Tabasco, Senlac, 
Algeriana, Palfki and Beatrice, all 
with full cargoes. In addition a num­
ber of craft have arrived from the 
westward during the past few days 
with cargoes of dry fish, giving em­
ployment to a large number of work­
men and altogether making a busy 
waterfront. At the latter part of this 
week three steamers the Amanda, 
Frontera and another, will load fish 
here for Mediterranean ports.

For Youths and Boys we have also 
a very fine stock of Overcoats in the 
above colors and materials, in several 
different styles and in all sizes. Lumber!
S. Picture and Portrait Co Pine, Spruce, Fir.

Cut to order. F. O. B. the R. N. 
Go’s. car. Prices on application

apply rr for

ON LEAVE—Reservist James Snow, 
for some time past leading stoker on 
H.M.S. Niobe, and now on leave is vis­
iting here after an absence of up­
wards of 19 years from his native 
land during which time he has been 
living in the United States and Can­
ada. Reservist Snow is a native of 
Bay Roberts. He spent three years 
in the U.S. navy and shortly after the 
outbreak of the war joined the Niobe 
at Halifax. He reports again for duty 
next week.

CRAMPS—COLIC— 

DIARRHOEA 

BRUISES—SPRAINS 

-SORE THROAT

EARL OF DEVON BACK,—The s.s. 
Earl of Devon, Capt. Carter, arrived 
in port from the White Bay service 
last night and reports stormy wea­
ther during the whole trip. Captain 
Carter says that there has been no 
improvement in the fishery since his 
last trip north. The Earl of Devon 
brought a considerable freight and

JAS. R. KNIGHTSALT CARGO.—The scfyr. Benjamin 
C. Smith, Capt. COrkum, arrived in 
port last evening from Cadiz via Re­
news, with salt to Alan Goodridge & 
Sons. The vesel put into Renews to 
land part of her cargo and was de­
layed there several days by head 
winds.

FROM THE SAGONA.—The Reid 
Nfld. Co. received the following mes­
sage from Capt. Parsons of thé Sago- 
na last evening: “Monday 10.30 p.m., 
arrived at Battle Harbor, wind S„ 
light, close and dark: have about 200 
passengers on board."

PIANOS Md ORGANS.—The fa­
mous Kohler and Took Ptanoa. The 
Needham, Ctodrlch and Mason A Ham­
lin Organa CHESLET WOODS, $8$ 
Duckworth Street—eugl.ti

25*. * 60ft. Betties.

Mlnard’s Uniment Cures Diphtheria, several passengers.
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