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‘ You have a right to refuse me, 

to despise my weakness if you 
choose—whether it is generous to 
take advantage of my . missplaced 
confidence’ in you in having told 
you all — yes, alibis another matter. 
But one thing you shall not accuse 
me of, and that is, of ,lying to you. 
I have not said one untruthful word. 
I did - yes, I did love you, Mary 
Fforde—what I feet to you now is 
something more like------

He hesitated.
* Hate, 1 suppose,’ she suggested 

mockingly. ‘All the better. It 
cannot be a pleasant feeling to hate 
any on^, and I do not wish you 
anything pleasant. If I could be­
lieve, ’ she went on slow])’, ‘ if I 
could believe you had loved me, I 
think I should be glad, for it would 
be what you deserve. I would have
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’The real cause of this absurd faint­
ness is a very prosaic one, I fancy. 
I went for a long walk in the hot sun 

j this morning.’
‘Oh. ndeed, that quite explains it.’ 

i said Malsle, slightly nettled. ‘Good­
bye again then,’ and for the second 
time she ran off. f

"Ail the same, I will get Conrad or 
somebody to come round that way," 

i she said to herself. 'I will just say ] 
i saw a man looking as if he was faint­

ing. He won’t be likely to tell.’
And Desnard sat there looking a’ 

the little silver toy in his hands.
'I did not thank her,’ he said to 

himself. ‘I suppose I should haw 
, done sc, though she would have don. 
as much, or more, for ? starving 
tramp on the road.’

Then he heard again steps coming 
nearer like those which had startled 
Maisie away.

They had apparently turned off else­
where the first time—this time they 
came steadily on.

to------but unluckily I am not the
sort of woman to succeed in any­
thing of that kind. However----- ’

She stopped ; steps approaching 
them were heard through the still­
ness. Maisie turned. ‘ I have no­
thing more to say, and I do not j 
suppose you wish to continue this 
conversation
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Good-bye, Mr. Nor-
reys. ’

And almost before he knew she 
had gone, she had quite disappear-
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Despard was a strong man, hut 
for a moment or two he really 
thought he was going to faint. He 
had grown deathly white while 
Maisie’s hard, bitter words rained 
down upon him like hailstones ; 
now that she had left him he grew 
so giddy that, had he not suddenly 
caught hold of a tree, he would have 
fallen.

‘It feels like a sunstroke,’ he 
said vaguely to himself, as he real­
ized that his senses were deserting 
him, not knowing that he spoke 
aloud.

He did not know either that 
some one had seen him stagger, and 
almo.-t fall. A slight uneasy feel­
ing had made Maisie stop as she 
hurried off and glance back, herself 
unobserved.

‘He looked so fearfully white."f 
she said ; ‘ do—do men always look 
like that when girls refuse them, I 
wonder ?’

For Maisie’s experience of such ! 
things actually coming to the point, | 
was, as should be the case with all ! 
true women, hut small.

‘ I thought—I used to think I j 
would enjoy seeing him humbled. , 
But he did seem in earnest.’ j

And then came the glimpse of 
the young fellow’s physical discom­
fiture. Maisie was horribly fright­
ened ; throwing all considerations 
but those of humanity to the winds 
she rushed back again.

‘ Perhaps he has heart-disease, 
though he looks so strong, she 
thought, ‘ and if so—oh, peihaps I 
have killed him.’

She was beside him ih an instant.
A rustic bench, which Despard was 
too dizzy to see, stood near. The I 
girl seized hold of his arm and drew ! 
it round her shoulder. He let her j 
do so unresistingly.

‘ Try to walk a step or two, Mr. 
Norreys,’ she said, *T am very 
strong. There, now,’ as he obeved

The Braid aid not all at once make up my mind tc 
marrying on small means? And now 

that 1 understand—that—that 
ail seems different to me—that noth­
ing seems of consequence except to 
hear you say you love me. as—as I 
have thought sometimes—Maisie—you 
will not. l.e hard on me?—’

He stopped; he could have gone on 
much longer, and there was nothing
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PART III PART IV.

As Despard heard the steps coming 
nearer lie looked round uneasily, wit: 
a vague idea of hurrying oft so as it 
escape observation. But when hi 
tried *o stand up and walk, he found 
that anything like quick movement 
was beyond him still. So he sat dov 
again, endeavouring to look as if no­
thing were the matter, and that l.e 
was merely resting.

Another moment or two, and i 
young man appeared, coming hastily 
along the path by which Despard liar 
himeslf made his way into the shrub­
bery. He was quite young, two oi 
three and twenty at most, fair, slight 
and boyish-looking. He passed by 
Mr. Norreys with hut the slightes 
glance in his direction, but just as 
Despard was congratulating himsei 
on this, the new-comer stopoed short 
hesitated, and then, turning rouie’ 
and lifting his hat. came up to him.

‘Excuse me,' he said, ‘do you knuv. 
Lady Margaret------by sight? Has slit

The girl's face grew strangely still ■ 
and intent, yet with a wistful look in 1 
the eyes telling of feeling not to be 
easily read. It was as if she wc.e j 
listening, in spite of herself, for j 
something she still vaguely hoped she 
was mistaken in exi r-eting.

’Indeed,’ she began to say. but lie 
interrupted her.

‘No,’ he said, 'do not speak till you 
have heard me. 1 had made up my ! 
mind to it before-1 met you just now. j 
1 was just wondering how and when : 
it could be. But now that this oppor­
tunity has come so quickly I will not 
lose it. I love you—I have loved you j 
for longer than I knew myself, than 
I would own to myself—’

"From the very first, from that ev- allons, your contemptible conceit 
ening at Mrs. Englewood’s?’ she said. an honest man, a possible friend 1 
and but for his intense preoccupation wfls be mni to forgive VOur ill 
he would have been startled by her . , ,
ton€ • oicd insolence to me as a strangei

‘Yes,’ he said simply, yet with a ^rst, thinking there vta-
strain of retrospection in his eyes, as something worthy of respect aboul 
if determined to control himself and you after all. But—oh, dear! And 
speak nothing but the exaggerated t0 (rv to hum hug me by this sham 
trnth-’yes. I almost think it began hone‘stv_to dare to say you did not 
that first evening, rude, brutally rude , . . * ... * • .
as I was to you. I would not own it ^hnik \ ou could have cared for me 
—I struggled against it. for I did not enough to risk curtailing your own 
want to marry. I had not thought of self-indulgences, but that now —it is 
it. I am selfish, very selfish. I fear, i too pitiful. But, oh, dear—it is too 
and I preferred to keep clear of all borrib, disappointing! 
ties and responsibilities, which too of- J
ten become terribly galling on small And as she looked at him again, 
means. 1 am no hero—but now—you he saw that her eyes were actually 
will forgive my hesitation and—and fu]j Qf tears.
reluctance, will yen not? You are I , , ,1 , , „ , I Ills brain was in a whirl of be-generous I know, and my frankness i , .
will not injure me with you. will it? , wilderment, bitterest mortification 
You will believe that [ loved you al- and indignation. For the moment 
most from the first, though 1 could the last had the best of it.

SLATTERY’Snatural. What then caused his 
!dcn misgiving?
\!r ;sie.’ he repeated more timidly.

.Ti en she turned—there was a burn­
ing pet of red on each cheek, her 
eyes were flaming. Yet her voice was 
low and quiet.

‘ Hard on you !’ she repeated? ‘ 1 
am too sorry for myself to think or 
care much about you. I am—yet. 
I may own it, I am so horribly dis­
appointed. I had really allowed 
myself to think of you as sincere, 

i as, in spite of vour unmanly affect-

Sultable materials for any of these 
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& SONS, Ltd. Samples on request 
Mention pattern number. Mail order» 
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Cut Suits well fitting and carefully tailored
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lace or edging for decoration. The 
sack will look well in silk, cashmere, 
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embroidery. v
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Your hair becomes light, wavy, fluffy, 
abundant and appears as soft, lustrous and 
beautiful as a young girl's after a Dandcrine 
hair cleanse. Just try this—moisten a cloth 
with a little Dandcrine and carefully draw it 
through your hair, taking one email l and 
at a time. This will cleanse the hair of dust, 
dirt and excessive oil and in just a few 
moments you have doubled the beauty of 
your hair.

A delightful surprise awaits particularly 
those who have been careless, v hair 
has been neglected or is scraggy, fuie i, dry, 
brittle or thin. Besides -hcaiuiiyii:^ tha iuir 
at once, Dandcrine dissolves every particle 
of dandruff; ch anses, purifies and un igcr­
ates the scalp, forever stopping itching and 
falling hair.

Try as you will, after one appHcaiirm of 
Dandcrine you cannot find any da.'.dn d or 
a loose or falling hair, ar.J your .Scalp will 
never itch, but what will please you most 
will be after a few weeks’ use when you will 
actually see new hair—fine and dywny at 
first—yes—but really new hrr rprn-.virg a1! 
over the scalp. Dandcrine makes the lnir 
grow long, heavy and luxuriant and we can 
prove it. If you eare for prêt tv, soft hdr 
and lots of it surely get a 25 cent b-'Hle of 
Knowlton’s Dandcrine from any druggist 
pr toilet counter, and just try i;,
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