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f Mystery

CHAPTER XXVI.
DAPHNE’S STORY.,
{Continued.)

No one was so ke'enly moved by
entrance of Daphmne Marlow as the
Count de _‘.\Iontalt. But he did not
allow himself to _be syrprised, since
he had forescen that - the

the

munication with Mrs. Markham. to

stop the marringe, and it was likely |

enough that as Dessie had not re-
turned, the first place her sister
would look for her would be at Mrs.

Markham'’s. But her arrival was

none the less unwelcome because it |

was probable. - He had ta choose his
course rapidly, and as he had all the
facts which were necessary to enable
him to judge what must now almost
inevitably happen, he had formed his
resolve almost as soon as Daphne had
entered the room.

“1 have come in search of Dessie
Merrion,” she said, in her firm, melo-
dious voice. “I must ask you to par-
don my coming in unannounced, mad-
am, but the matter is so urgent and
so unusual that I must not \yait.“

“Miss Merrion is not here. What
do yvou mean?’ asked Mrs. Markham,
who took the interruption in very
good part. She had released her hold
of the Count’s hand and came for-
ward to speak to the new comer.

“I learn that she has not been
here, either,” said Daphne; “and it is
because of that and because this—
gentleman was here that I came in as
I did.” She hesitated over the term,
and after glancing quickly and
shrewdly at the other three peopie
who were in the room, she added:
“l have miuch to say that concerns
him, and perhaps we had better be in
private.”

Tom Cheriton took in the situation
instantly.

“You ean speak before us freely.
My namee®is Cheriton; Miss Merrion
is my affianced wife; Mrs. Davenant
and Mr. Vezey are here on much the
same errand as yours. We have just
told Mrs. Markham that that man is
not what he says, the Count de Mon-
talt, but Rolande l.espard, a convict-
ed felon. If vou can give additional
proof, do so at once.”

Daphne looked across at de Mon-
talt fixedly during a long pause; and
he returned her "1ook " with equal
steadiness.

“He will not deny himself to me,”
she said, quietly, “‘and if he does, it
will be useless. He knows that. It
is not more than a few hours since
we met in Dessie’s rooms, and Le
knew that 1 had resolved to run the
risk of exposing him.”

“Godefroi!” The cry came like an
appeal in pain, and Mrs. Markham
looked from one to the other in the
deepest agitation. The statement
that he had been in Dessie's rooms
moved her more than all the
charges.

“You vowed
he answered.

you would trust me,”
“I swear to you there
is some horrible mistake. All these
people are mistaking me for some
other man. Don’t you believe me?”
He went to her side and took her
hand, pressing it feverishly.

“Yes, 1 believe you,” answered the
woman, vielding at his touch.

“Then let us clear the house of
these slanderers, whose sole object is
to malign me for their advantage, and
so to try and part us.”

He made as if to lead Mrs. Mark-
ham out of the room, but Daphne
quietly stepped in front of the door.

“No,” she cried in a voice that rang
with decision.” “You know me better
than that. I have not come here to
be baulked in this manner. If you
attempt to play false with me now I
will put you straight into the hands
of the police—you know for what
crime.”

“Stand out of the way,”
angrily, ) “or I'll force you.”
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- and Strong
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CHASE’'S NERVE FOOD will
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he cried

This letter tells of two women who'

have proven this.

Mrs. D. Stott. Cobourg, Ont. writes:
““After recovering from typhoid fever
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health. 1 was weak, nervods and not
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sisters |
would be sure fo attempt some com- |

”

“No, . 1o, said Cheriton, going
quickly across to Daphne'’s gide, there
can be no talk of force here. You
are not alone with women. Mrs.
Markham, you must gee that there is
much more here than either yor or 1
can understand as yet.”

“If 1 cannot leave a room in m)
own hduse when I please, Mr. Cheri-
ton, what am 1 to think?” said the
widow, now very angry.

“You cannot,” said ‘Daphne; and i
onother instant she had locked the
door and handed the key to Cheriton
“Keep it, Mr. Cheriton,while what has
to be said is said in this room. Ii
this lady insists upon the door being
broken open, for the police—
and the first constoble that comes
will take out that man as his prison-
er.”

The Frenchman threw up his hands
with his familiar gesture of indiffer-
ence, while he mentally cursed him-
self for not having secured the Kkey
of the roon.

“My dear Dora, you really ought to
take better measures to kecep the
house free from lunatics,” he said
lightly and with a sneer. “But il
this particular lunatic wishes to, tell
us a story and locks us all in to make
sure of an audience I've no speecial
objection. It's always best to hum-
our this sort of madness\I've heard
Come, child, sit by me and let us’ b
amused together. Now, what is il
you wish to say? Please say it and
take the collection quickly, and thex
go home again.”

The " ineffable impudence of his
manner was indescribably galling but
it had no effect upon Daphne.

“] am prepared to tell the
story, if you are pl:epare(l to listen,”
she said quietly.

“I cannot understand you at
cried Mrs. Markham, in dismay
perplexity.

“That man and [ are old associates
Mrs. Markham. In years gone by 1
lived a life of all wildness and wrong
and he was my companion and back
er.”

“I ecare nothing about what happen
ed vears ago,” said the widow, hold-
ing fast by her love and faith.

“Tt climaxed in a deed of blood. 1
was held guilty of it, and he commit
ted it. Knowing-that 1 should hav¢
the greatest difficutly in proving my
innocence I'fled, and from ‘that mo-
ment changed my life. I became
what vou see by my uniform I am-—
a nurse, Nurse Morland. He hid as
well, and took with him some of the

send

whole

all.”
and

ill-gotten proceeds of that crime: he.

forced them from me by threats. The
chief of them were thrge rubies of
priceless value—the Rubies of Rohil-
kund. For these a large reward was
offered, and [ know that he carried
them about with him for some time
afraid or unwilling to get rid o
them. During the time he was thus
hiding he went to the home of an
uncle, Paul Duvivier, in the South-
west of France, and from motives o:
greed murdered the old man in his
sleep. He was suspected, but for thec
time escaped and returned: to Eng
land.”

“All this' is nothing to me. I don’t
believe it,” said Mrs. Markham, im-
petuously. “l Dbelieve you are all
actuated by wrong motives against
him. 1 won't believe it.”

“It is all capable of proof in ten
minutes’ time,” was the deliberate
answer. .“In England, though under
what circumstances I do not know, he
was mixed up with some one in -the
Midlands:. and he was one day at Bir-
mingham station in the company of
some woman, when he was arrested
on an extradition warrant for the
murder of his uncle, tried, convicted,
and sentenced.”

*“I don’'t believe it. What is it to
me?”’ persisted the widow, determined
not to credit a word of the tale. “I
have heard of it already once to-day.”

“If you will be patient a moment
even you will see the truth. When
that arrest took place, Dessie Mer-
rion .

“Who?”
a sneer.

“For the

ejaculated the Count with

present, Dessie Merrion.
You will understand the meaning of
that sneer in a moment. By itself it
is a proof that he knowg full well the
worth of every word I utter. Dessie
was on the platform, saw the arrest,
warned the man’s companion of what
had taken place, and induced her to
fly. In the excitement the two wo-
men exchanged handbags, and when
Dessie looked in hers, she found the
Rohilkund rubies cunningly hidden.
She did not know what to do with
them, and eventually locked them up
in a safe with the Deposit Company
here in London. They have been a
burden to her ever since.”

“Why did she not give them over
to the police?’ asked Cheriton, who
had listened to this part of the story
with breathless interest.

“For two . reasons. Her own bag
was-returned to her and with it a let-
ter saying she ‘was. to destroy every-
thing in the one which she had taken
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Rheumatism can be cured-+is being
cured every day—by GIN PILLS. Here
is the best kind of proof.

OGDEN, N.S. °

“I have hcen troubled with Rheu-
matism so bad that I could not work.
A doctor tended nie and told me to go
to the hospital but all to no good until
a friend told me to try GIN PILLS. I
did so and after taking a few boxes, I
am perfectlywell.” © D, ] LAWLER.

Take' GIN PILLS on our positive
guarantee that they will cure you or
money refunded. 50c a box—6 for
$2.50. Order from us if your dealer
cannot supply them. Sample box free
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Chemical Co., Dept. N. Toronto. so0

e, The original
W@\ Gin Pills made by
l‘f? National Drug and
24 Chemical Co. of
Canada Limited,
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only in this box.

n mistake, except such things as she
wvould st¢e the writer would wish to
have again if ever she dared to claim
them. But the second was the main
reason. She was flying from an old
life of evil associations and sur-
roundings and trying to make a new
start'in a new name; and she felt that
if she had to stand the fire of any in-
quires, the whole opportunity of the
new chance would be shut. She pre-
ferred silence——and, I say, preferred
it wisely.”

“How do mean—a life of evil
surroundings? 1 have never heard a
word of this,” said Tom Cheriton.

“Prudence again, I suppose,” ejacu-
lated the Count, with a sneer.

“Probably she put off the telling

you
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ily that she recognised him, and warn-
ed him not to come here again, After
that she went to find you,:Mr. Cheri-
ton; but you had been called. away,
and she was thus left alone to fight
this man single-handed; and it is no
surprise that he bheat her.”
. “Beat her? How could he do that
if this extraordinary tale be true?”
exclaimed Mrs. Markham, with indig-
nant disbelief.

“For reason's that do credit to that
villian’s sKill,” cried Daphne, for the
first “time showing signs of her in-
dignation. “He first attempted 1o }Loi-
son hér in this very house. Do you
remember a cup of*tea being spilt and
broken? That was poisoned, and we
have proof in the analysis. Then he
searched her room here that night, to
try and regain possession of the poi-
soned tea. He failed—)r. Vezey here
can tell you something of that—but he
found a clue to the fact that she was
in reality the possessor of the jewels,
the woman he had been searching for,
and then, juﬂu)ing to the conclusion
that there was some secret in her life,
he got into her rooms, ransacked her
papers, and found there enough to
show, him . her - identity. His own
knowledge and some other help from
a congenial scoundrel, Sir Edmund
Landale, led him to know the secret
sorrow and fear of her life, so that
he could hold his knowledge over her,
and not only threaten her with ex-
posure if she exposed him, but also
put me in the dock on the charge ol
niurder.”

“And you? - Who are you?”’
Mrs. Markham, sharply.

“lI am her sister. It was to
tect me from the fate which this man
threatened that she consented to give
up you and bear all the weight of this
secret, A or purer girl does
not breathe than my sister—Dorothy.
Her name is Dorothy, and, like mine,
Marlow. We are the daughters of a
father who was convicted of forgery.
and the sisters of a brother who was
tempted by his own father into crime
That was the life she was flying from.
She would tell you nothing, Mr. Cheri-
ton, you her the
vther day, because in her opinion, i
was too late. When she was engaged
to you, and, indeed, until she came to
me, three days ‘age in the North, she
knew nothing of the deed the exposure
of which this man was able to _hold
over her &s a threat should she ex-
She would never have told
load
anf
any

asked

pro-

nnbler

when questioned

pose him.
you, but have
in silence, had I
said I would -tell
cost.”

bearing the
come up
truth at

gone
not
the

“Poor Dessi¢! What she must have
suffered!” eXclaimed C h-e r i tomn.
“Where is"shenow? Why not here?”"

“She-jeft her rgpms to come here
some- hours agq,‘sggf after this man
had been fhére; and she was to come
back the moment she had seen Mrs
Markham. She did not return, so |
came after her; and now I learn sh=
hes not been here &t all. I know well
enough whereg, to put the blame fo1
devilry of this kind; and when I
heard that man was here, 1 resolved
to come and ask him where she is.”

(To be continued.)

for the same reason we all put off ths

doing of smnpleasant things—and she
put it off until too late: But let me
go on. She put these jewecls away.
expecting never to hear any more of
the matter, and certainly mnever to
sce the man again. But she was
wrong. You know what her life has
been for the last four five years.
Mrs. Markham, for you were her chief
friend. You judge then of her
horror when, in the man whom Yyou
were to marry, she recognised the Ro-
lande L.espard who had been convict-
ed of the cruel murder of his uncle.”

“She said nothing to me,” said Mrs.

or

can

Markham.

“For years the mere thought of th:
man had been a terror to her, and for
the moment she was at a loss what to
do. Then she resolved " to tell Mr.
Cheriton the next morning. But bc-
fore she left here, you will remem-
ber, she had a long interview \with
the man himself. She told him pluck-

A WONDERFUL DISCOVERY.
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Aiscoveries in medicine comes that of
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which may certainly rauk with, il ot take prece

dence of, many of the discoveries of our dav.abous
which no little ostentation and noise have tecn
made. and the extensive and ever-incrrasing de-
mand that hasbeen created forthismedicine wher-
ever introduced appears to prove that it is d-s-
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