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THE -‘MISSING LINKS."
Premier Robiin si*t>ke in Strafhcom. 

last evening on behalf of (lie Opposi­
tion candidate in tliat constituency. 
Presumably lie gave ,what lie consid­
ered - the eotline of the policy that 
gentleman and his parly stand for in 
Ferlerai affairs. If so. there are some 
notable omissions Horn the list, omis­
sions which are the more notable that 
they were made by Mr. Robiin and 
made in Alberta.

What of the Public Land?
First, the honorable gentleman did 

not address himself to Mr. Borden’s 
phlicy regarding the public lands in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan. In Hali­
fax- a year ago Mr. Borden declared 
lie. rand his party stood “To restore 
“their pùhlie lands to the Provinces o' 
“Alberta and Saskatchewan upon 
.“fair ternis.” Surely, if anywhere in 
the Dominion this plank is of 
'Jkrrtarice. it is in Alberta. We are the 

' people 'whose .pockets(.are concerned. 
Every ’ Conservative candidate in the 
Province endorses this» plank. Yet 
not a word from Mr. Robiin. Why is 
tliis y f ;

“Manitoba Will Not Have the Public 
, Lands.”

An explanation may perhaps lie 
found in a resolution which Premier 
Robiin caused to be passed by the 
Provincial Legislature of Manitoba 
last spring regarding the extension o: 
Manitoba's boundaries. The resolu­
tion was for presentation to the Fed­
eral Parliament, it dealt with the con­
trol of the public lands in the area 
the Legislature wanted added to the 
Province and set forth who the Gov­
ernment of the Province and their 
“cumbersome majority ” thought 
should control the lands. The resolu­
tion reads :

It is also asked that supplemen­
tary and In addition to the prevail­
ing provisions as to the annual al­
lowance of the Province by the Do- 

•iii in ion for cost of government, and 
it per capita allowance of eighty 
cents a heart of population, there be 
inserted in any act; of the Parfia-

‘Manitoba will not have the public 
'land as a source of revenue." That 

was sufficiently explicit, and it may 
be accepted as revealing the reason 
Mr. Robiin declared he would not ac- 
titrathcona electors last night on the 
strength of Mr. Borden’» land plank. 
Mr. Robiin declared he would not ac 
cept public land as a source of reve­
nue for Manitoba ; not even Premier 
Robiin could cap the paradox by de­
claring that Alberta should be made 
take the public land as its source of 
revenue.
Another Forgotten Plank.

Neither did "Mr.' Robiin endorse the 
following clause anent the Hudson 
Bay railway:

“8. Hudson’s Bay Railway—This 
; “convention is of the opinion that 

“the Province of. Alberta, in eo-op- 
“eration with the Province of Mani- 
“toba and Saskatchewan, should 
“construct without delay a railway 

• “to Hudson Btty.”
Tills clause tvas adopted by the 

Conservative Provincial convention at 
Red Deer in 1905. Every Opposition 
candidate in* the Province so far as 
known approves of it and stands to 
carry it into effect against the propos­
al of the Federal Government td build 
it themselves. Yet speaking on be­
half of one of these candidates, Mr. 
Robiin has nothing to say on the mai­
ler. *

This is strange, but it is also signi­
ficant. Mr. Robiin is the head of the 
Government of ode of the Provinces 
with whom our Opposition friends 

lm" would have us go into partnership in 
building the line. Y*et not a word 
from Premier Robiin, good, bad or 
Indifferent on the project. Clearly Mr. 
Rdblin is not an enthusiast in the 
matter. Yet if he does not approve of 
it, about how many- years do our Op­
position friends think they would re­
quire to convince him of its desira­
bility? And until he was convinced 
to the .degree of five or ten million 
dollars their enterprise could not go 
on.
The Tariff.

Equally impressive was the Prem­
ier’s splendid outburst of silence on 
the tariff. A month ago Mr. Robiin 
was touring Ontario with Mr. Borden, 
listening to the appeals that gentle­
man made to the “interests” of the 
manufacturing centres. Yet he miss­
ed last night the opportunity to tell 
his Strathcona hearers how the “in­
terests” pricked up their ears when Mr 
Borden told them he would head ' off 
competition and give them an open 
fiqld for fleecing thq Strathcona con­
sumers. Not a word from Mr. Robiin 
on the tariff—now why?
The Speculator's Friend.

Equally glaring were Mr. Robiin’s

year or so ago u man named Geo. W. that the lgnd was part of the grant 
Woods was rounded up t>y Premier made by the late Conservative Gov- 
Roblin’s Government for running a eminent to the promoter? of the Re­
bucket shop in Winnipeg. Woods I gina, Qu'Appelle and" Long Lake rtiil-

mrBt,of Cj.iiada extending the boun- omission in connection with the sul»- 
- *rtes of thé Province as. Above £t . jecfa hp- discussed1. He was charao 
* forth the follewing;. provisions jrt- . , ... ,
, spectihg capital account and in ifeu , ‘erotically loud in denunciation of 

ot lands; such provisions being in men whom ho alleged had bought land 
every respect similar and identical ‘ ;1nd timber for less than it was worth, 
to those respecting said matters as j -f]]e speculator he seemed to want his 
are contained in certain Acts of the ;
Parliament of Canada, passed in the j nudienee to consider a man given over 
year 1905, creating the new- Prev- I to evil and that continually. Unfor- 
inees of Saskatchewan and Alberta: ! tunately Premier Robiin neglected to 

' an'l this House declares its willing- rc.ad t0 his hearers records filed in the

• sa^jiRiits5v%ei'«~ «t* •— «<- »""*
ada of the boundaries of the Prov- Houehing his administration of land 
ince in the manner and to the ex- owned by The Province of Manitoba, 
teüt aforesaid, upon the said follow-| Rprc js the list of nine sales made by

oov,™,,,,,» Q.iin
lions are similar in all respects, as 
to the matters herein referred to.

countered *y ente/ing action for libel 
against, the Winnipeg Telegram, Rofc- 
1 Hi’s Winnipeg newspaper. Büt the 
trial never came off. Mr. Woods was 
allowed *to slip across the boundary 
and the suit against the Telegram was 
dropped. If newspapers be the sub­
ject the Premier is qualified to speak, 
but his memory seemed tp ‘slip a cog 
when he reached this point last night.

The people of Alberta take their 
politics as serions matters of business. 
They demand, and claim the right to 
demand, that a man who professes to 
discuss the political questions of the 
day shall do so. They hold that a 
party clamoring for office ^is bound 
to enunciate the principles on wrfieli 
they would govern if given power.

This Mr. Robiin knew, yet he avoid­
ed the important issues of publie pol­
icy as he would avoid pit-falls.

On Mr. Borden’s land policy for Al­
berta he had nothing to say because 
he refused to accept a similar policy 
for Manitoba.

On the Hudson Bay railway policy 
endorsed by the candidate for whom 
he spoke, he had nothing to say, for 
the sufficient reason that he would 
not be ‘ajrarty to such a bargain.

On the immigration question he de­
clined to expound Mr. Borden’s pol- 
idy because he knows that policy to 
be founded on the faite assumption 
that the" immigrants to Canada- are 
physical weaklings, mental misfits and 
rrforal lepers.

On Mr. Borden’s tariff policy he had 
nothing to say because lie knows the 
consumers of Alberta have no inten­
tion of sweating to make rich men 
richer.

On the Opposition trade policy lie 
offered no comment, for a policy of 
re-triction and prevention is not popu­
lar in n country whose welfare and 
whose future depend, on the exten­
sion of markets and the increase o. 
commerce.

These are the subjects which Alber 
ta audiences -are entitled to hear dik- 
cussed for these are the subjects on 
which they vote end are going to vote. 
That Mr. Robiin avoided them means 
one of two things ; he did not deem 
it politically expedient to discuss 
them, or that he does not share Mr. 
Borden's views. Of his disagreement 
with Mr. Borden, Mr. Robiin gave 
ample evidence in the “Winnipeg con­
spiracy'’ of a year ago; his speech 
last night was an eloquent announce­
ment tha( lie has no intention of try­
ing to popularize so upromising aeon 
trivnnee as the "Halifax platform.” 
The Programme.

According to Premier Robiin the 
Opposition policy seems to amount to 
this :

Tariff—Keep mum.
Trade—“Nothin’ doin."
Immigration—Not expedient to say. 
Agriculture—Don’t know. 
Transportation—Oppose all Govern 

ment p'ans.
Finance—Don’t know.
Public land—Shut up.
Halifax plirtform—0 0 0 0 0 0

as were extended to each of the -Pro­
vinces of Saskatchewan and Alber
ta, and agreed upon between these 
..Provinces and the Government o:

Lake district, the price paid and the 
declared value being sworn to in each 
case.

(1) Two sections bought by Bran­
don speculator; price paid $3,816. 

■Canada, and as are contained in I sworn value $8,262, 
the said Acts creating these Pr.ov~ | (2) pne section bought hv Brandon

is;: srst; w°F" **™*Inasmuch as the Province of j value $4,314.
Manitoba is hot in debt, it shall b | (3) Two sections bought "by Winiti-
cntitled to be paid and to receive j,eg speculator; price paid $5,120. 
from the Government of Canada by , ,,2 ™half yearly payments in advance, an Ut »f2’S0°t_ , , t
annual sum of four hundred and <41 Two sections bought by Wmni- 
fiva thousand three hundred ami peg speculator ; pfice -paid $6,120, 
seventy-five dollars, being; the equi- sworn value $12,800 
valent of interest at the »te of five ( Two and onc.hal« sections bought 
per cent. i>er annum on the sum oi . . \ *
eight. million one hundred and seven l)y " mmpeg speculator, pnee paid

$4,824, sworn value #16,000.
(6) One section bouglit by American 

speculator; price paid $2,560, sworn 
value $8,600.

__________ (7) Two and one-quarter sections
annual sum based upon tile popula- j bought by Winnipeg speculator, price 
tion of the Province as from time to paid $3jl07 3Worn value $8,810

•thousand five hundred dollars.
Inasmuch as the said Province 

will not have the public land as a 
source of revenue, there shall be 
paid by Canada to the Province, by 
half-yearly payments in advance, an

(8) One section bought by Winnipeg 
speculator, price paid $2,568, sworn

time ascertained by the quinquen 
niai census thereof, as follows :

The population of the said Prov- j 
ince being assumed to be at present value $6,000.
two hundred anrl fifty thousand, the (oj Seven and one-quarter sectionsKlSS’bïïSiJÈÆSSSa ! l.y Winnipeg ^
lie three hundred and seventy-five I>o.( $14,982, sworn value $50,000 
thousand dollars ; j I'lieSe** lands approximate 13,000
^Thereafter, until such population i ucres, and were sold bv the Conscrvn- 
reaches eight hundred thousand the l tjvp govemment to speculâtors for 
sum payable ehall be five hunareaî. - £ 1
and sixty-two thousand five hun-! ***•<&&, and the speculators swore the 
dred dollars ; I lauds were worth $127,406, a loss to

Thereafter, until such population I the Province of $83,SSI, or about $6.40 
reaches one million two hundred 1

way. In the forefront of the company 
receiving the grant stood and stands 
Mr. E. B. Osier, Conservative mem­
ber of the last Parliament for a To­
ronto constituency. If the land was 
stolen then it was stolen by tire late 
Conservative Government, and Osier 
& Hammond stand condemned by the 
Telegram as receivers of stolen goods.

MR. DALY DOES SOME FIGURING.
Mr. T. Mayne Daly endorsed the 

other day the estimate of an American 
statesman that every new settler was 
worth $1,000,cash to the country. Mr. 
Daly took office in 1892 when the im­
migrants numbered 29,455, worth (ft 
his figures $29.455,000. When he left

to tlieir political sympathies. • These

Sre bard .things to say, but they are 
mply sustained by the records.
All this has been changed. The em­

ployees of the Intercolonial are as free 
to-day in respect of their political 
opinions as are the employees of any 
other railway or any industrial estab­
lishment in the Dominion. In 1900 
they were given a classification and 
schedule which works automatically, 
and which is identical with that of 
the Canadian Pacific and Grand 
Trunk. From one end of the line to 
the other every man in the service of 
the Government railway knows that 
he will be dealt with on his merits ; 
that his political views have nothing 
whatever to do with his pay ; that he 
is absolutely emancipated irom the 
conditions which surrounded him 
prior to 1896. In other words, his be­
ing on the Intercolonial does not af­
fect his freedom in respect of hi* vote 
in the slightest degree.

A Fair Argument.
In all conscience it ought to be ad­

mitted by everyone that if Liberal 
Ministers in charge of the lntercolon-offiee in 1896 the newcomers number 

ed 16,8,1), worth at his price $16,835.- jaj }lai] done no more than this they 
By his own calculation and his would be entitled to public approba000.

own departmental records therefore 
Canada was $12,620,000 per year worse 
off on the immigration item alone 
when he left office than when he took 
it. Mr, Daly’s successor found immi­
gration' at 16,835 per year in 1896, 
worth at Mr. Daly’s figure $16,835,000. 
In 1907 the immigrants numbered 
277,376, worth at Mr. Daly’s rate 
$277,376,000. According to Mr. Daly, 
therefore; on the immigration item 
alone Canada is $2G0,5-A,000 per year 
better off now than when he left of­
fice.

THE NATIONAL RAILWAY.
It may be candidly admitted tliat 

the Intercolonial has never been a 
paying proposition, judged by com­
mercial standards. It was not built 
with that end in view. It was con­
structed to serve the purposes of Con­
federation, and was an essential part 
of the qpmpact between the Upper and 
Lower Provinces. Without it Confed­
eration could not have been made any­
thing more than a political and sen­
timental union. The concrete element 
would have been lacking, and the vast

tion. But they have done much more. 
They have placed the road on as strict 
a commercial basis as has been pos­
sible under the circumstances. They 
have improved the value of the line 
as a piece of property. They have 
made it one of the best equipped and 
best conducted lines on this contin­
ent. They have stopped leaks, and 
introduced reforms. In a word, they 
have shown themselvc capable and 
above reproach. They have been true 
to their trust.

, MR. FOSTER’S “WORK.”
Montreal Herald : Mr. Foster’s 

trouble started when he was called in 
to work with some old friends of his. 
who held high places in 'the Indepen­
dent Order of Foresters. Mr. MeGilli- 
vray was an old friend, and he was 
close to the head of the order, Dr. 
Oronhyatekha. Hon Dr. Montague, 
another old friend who was out of 
office, had been made much of and 
provided for. It was no surprise 
when Mr. Foster joined the combina-

.ently lias used polities as a pastime.
At a meeting in Vancouver last week 

W. W. B. Mclnnes, charged Mr. G. H. 
Cowan, the Conservative' candidate in 
Vancouver that while he was proclaim­
ing for a white British Columbia he 
was not in favor* of a white Bowen Isl­
and, where, upon his own estate, Mr. 
Cowan has employed 70 Japanese la­
borers.

Sir Charles Tapper has gone this time 
to London to prophesy against the Lib­
eral party. Interviewed by the Morning 
Post he predicted the defeat of the 
Laurier government at least he said that 
“Borden ought to carry the country.” 
Compering .this' mild prophecy with the 
emphatic utterances of Sir Charles on 
the eve of former elections the Liberals 
have little to fear for victory.

A feature of this campaign is the 
numbeff of Independent Conservative 
candidates that are cut against the party- 
nominee. They can’t stand for Foster 
and Fowler, neither can they subscribe 
to Mr. oBrden’s Massey hall certificate 
of his speculating candidate for the po 
sition of handling the trust funds of 
Canada.

Our trade with Great Britain has, 
primarily due to the British preference, 
increased from $62,717.941 in 1896 to 
$126,194,124 in 1908. Yet Mr. Borden 
would abrogate the preference and go 
huckstering for a quid pro quo. And this 
the man, as one great newspaper points 
out, -whose portrait the Conservatives 
print on the Union Jack.

Liberals all over the Dominion will 
be glad that the Nestor of debate in 
Canadian politics, Sir Richard . Cart­
wright. is in good health and is able to 
address a series of meetings in Ontario. 
He was the star attraction at Associa­
tion hall in Toronto last Wednesdav 
where he delivered one of his illuminat­
ing and closely reasoned addresses on 
the issues of the day. Sir Richard is not 
as able as he once was to carry the fiery

June 26, 1877, three months before he 
entered the government of Alexander 
MacKenzie* on “Political Liberalism.”, 
Mr. Willison, his biographer, states that 
“no more courageous, more powerful or 
more admirably balanced deliverance 
has ever been made from the platform in 
Canada.” It was a critical turn in the 
fortunes of the Liberal party in Quebec, 
and in the career of the young states­
man. He had to respect the Conserva­
tive instincts of the English speaking 
people of his province, to consider the 
racial sensitiveness and religious feeling 
of the French Canadians and to com­
mand the favorable judgment of the 
great body of the Liberal party through­
out Canada. In all the great speeches ‘he 
has made during his thirty-seven years 
of public life, and he has made many, 
none have been greater for argument, 
eloquence, and exalted patriotism. Those 
who have followed the Premier’s speeches 
in Ontario and liis great speech in Que, 
bec last week will recognize that the ora­
tor of thirty years ago has lost none of 
li’s power, balanee and literary exeel- 
ience, and that the basis- of his Liberal­
ism is the watchword of his political 
preceptor. Lafontaine, “Benevolence. 
Fraternity and Concord,” among all 
classes in the nation.

It is noteworthy that in his speech last 
week n the Ancient City, composed 
largely of his French-Canadian rompn- 
friots, the premier dwelt with emphasis 
on the loyalty of Canadians to the Brit­
ish Crown, and pointed out that the Lib­
eral party was working for Imperialism 
by the construction of military garrisons 
and other military policies that have in­
creased the strength and protection of 
the British Empire.

THE BRITISH FLAG. BUT NOT THE 
BRITISH PREFERENCE.

Toronto Globe—Mr. Borden has 
given it as his opinion that Sir Wit-

cross through the country. But his long|fvid Laurier instead of giving the BVPflu ni hnnni'nltlo niililm con-mn km o c • a-*

with. Mr. Foster -thought he saw 
“the elements of a powerful and pro 
fitable "combination.” He was not 
wrong, at least in respect of profits to 
himself: Dr. Montague was- the first
to show the way. Enjoying the confi­
dence of tne Supreme Chief Ranger 

commerce which is now carried on he-[and of Mr. Foster, Dr. Montague be­

rça rs of honorable public service, his 
high personal character, and his mnstery 
of trenchant criticism coupled with an 
erudite know-ledge of fiscal history and 
economic problems makes a speech from 
him one of the events of the campaign. 
His voice is potent and inspiring still. 

Two seats in Saskatchewan that arc
j..... „„ ____________  safe are Battleford and Saskatoon. Geo.

tjon. The I.O.F. provided the money McCraney ot Rosthern the former mein- 
for the Unidli. Tiust Company to work 's, being opposed by what the News

tween Ontario and the Maritime 
Provinces would have been limited to 
the exchanges that were practicable 
during the months of open navigation 
by way of the St. Lawrence.

The Situation Misunderttood.
Tilie situation will not be question­

ed. Yet it is not generally understood 
in the Provinces west of Quebec.

gan to help along the activity ui 
Northwest lands. He was the means 
of bringing, in a deal involving 40,!X>0 
acres of land, for which the Foresters’ 
muds went out at five dollars m 
acre. Encouraged by this success, tile 
experiment was repeated on 65,280 
acres. A little later, another block 
of 9,S25 acres floated in through the
ion- well-deepened channel. On these 

deals $579,216 of_the Foresters’ money
There is undoubtedly , the feeling that | vlocked up - the only security be- 

;t' . , ° .. mg that of the land, a highly spécula­
it, the Intercolonial docs npt pay it | tjve commodity. The 4 profit” of the 
ought, to be made to do so. It has combination was soon apparent. On 
cost upwards of $30,000,000, and the I the very iirst of these hind deals Mr.

—«-»»•* »' t: Br&Kti rgrstiettupon this laige in^esiment. u viewed ruje jle tituek to it. When the third 
with iinpnûencv, //Updor these cir- lot came in, lie allowed the price M

Jr ~ "
impatience,;/ _____

,'umstauoe.s do ivy., is easily given .> to ! tlx* Trust Company to be rniseçl from 
allegations o! mismanagement, of $5 *o $5.25 an acre, so that .0 might 

p „ .... get n cheque lot himself tor the extra
?raft mi l . pa'rtizaii favoritism. io . twenty-five cents an acre, or $2,480. 
{•hose who do not, know ‘the facts it [This hist transaction brought in ,$n- 
may seem that the meagre.results of other political friend, the Hon. R. P. 
operating are due :to political control ! Hot,t-invwho- altho,^h ''e was Premier

thousand, thfc sum payable shall b< 
seven hundred and fifty -thousand 
dollars ; ■ »

And thereafter the sum payable 
shall be one million one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars.

As an additional allowance in lieu 
ef public lands, there shall be paid 
by Canada to the Province, annual­
ly by half-yearly payments in ad­
vance, for five yegrs from the time 
this Act comes into force, to provide 
for the construction of necessary

an acre. ...
Neither did the worthy Premier ex­

plain the sound policy and unclouded 
wisdom of his selling 80,000 acres o! 
“good agricultural land” en bloc for­
ty miles from Winnipeg for four dol­
lars per acre.
.If the speculator he the theme Pre­

mier Eoblin is splendidly qualified to 
speak. In his limited sphere he has 
done more for the speculator and done

-public buildings, the sum of ninety- it ofleper than any other man entrusted 
three thousand seven hundred and with power in this Western country 
fifty dollars. during the present generation.

As Tq Newspapers.
“The Globe” was another topic Mr. 

not Robiin considered of more importance

ANOTHER CORPSE ON THEIR 
HANDS.

Another slander has expired. For 
montljs the Opposition have been as­
sailing the Government as guilty of 
most of the crimes mentioned in the 
decalogue in connection with the pur­
chase of laqd fer additional car shops 
and yards Jor the Intercolonial *4t 
Moncton. We do not hear much about 
this alleged, "scandal” now. Why? 
A reason that suggests itself is that 
the man who valued the land .is now 
an Opposition candidate in a New 
Brunswick constituency. When the 
management of . the Intercolonial 
found larger premises necessary they 
engaged a real estate agent to get 
prices on land suitably situated. He 
presented a list of available proper­
ties with the prices asked. This list 
was submitted to Mr. F. W. Sumner, 
of Moncton, an expert valuator. Mr. 
Sumner certified that the prices asked 
were fair and reasonable and on his 
report tile offers were "accepted and 
the money paid over. Mr. Sumner is 
now the Conservative candidate in the- 
constituency of Westmoreland. But 
he is not making his campaign on the 
ground of extravagance in the pur­
chase of the Moncton yard site. What 
had been a “scandal" at Ottawa and 
westward was not a scandal in New 
Brunswick. Since his appearance in 
the field the “Moncton land deal” has 
disappeared from the scandal list— 
a pretty good admission that it would 
never have been there had its authors 
“only known." The shade of this 
slander npw bemoans its premature, 
disembodiment with the ghost of that 
other, “deal” which met an untimely 
end at the hands of the Medicine Hat 
City Council, the Medicine Hat Hoard 
of Trade and the Medicine Hat Agri­
cultural Society.

Hit Préposai.
* jLgt ji be borne in mind that beforej»t ,U ly
fins resolution Parliament had
discussed the matter, of whether or1 than his parly’s platform, and h 
not the Province of Manitoba should fhunched against it the re-hashed libel 
(gptuei tile lands. Premier Robiin - which ended his Ontario tour. Here 
wue -AWr -first; wan to declare tliat *again the Premier’s memdry failed. A

and that in other Ijande a .profit would 
ire realized.

Pledges MUst Be Kept.
Let it .life said at once that a fair 

dividend on the cost of the Intercolon­
ial could readily -be earned if the 
freight and passenger rates were rais­
ed. These îates are exceedingly low. 
If, for example, the Government sys­
tem were given the rates which the 
Canadian Pacific charges, to say noth­
ing of scores of other lines operating 
in Canada, it would have a yearly 
surplus of millions. But there are 
serious difficulties in the way of 
applying a higher scale. In the first 
place, like no other railway in the 
Dominion, the Intercolonial is expos­
ed to water competition at every tra.- 
fi'c-prodnciug poiiat of importance 
along its 1,500 miles of line. Anything 
like a substantial advance in rates 
would have the immediate effect oi 
diverting business to the St. Lawrence 
or the Bay of Furidy, But that is not 
all. Such an increase would be bit­
terly resented by Rye people of the 
Maritime Provinces, who would feel 
that the bargain made with Ahem as 
fir back as 186%apd faithfully’ ob­
served since the cdnlnlotioii "of the 
road in 1875, was being wantonly- 
broken.

Comparison as to Administration.
A fair test of'administration would 

be found in measuring the relative 
success of the two parties in dealing 
with the situation under these uiij 
avoidable conditions. Which of them 
has displayed the better skill in con­
ducting the businehs;oi the. road? At 
once two or threg striking facts are 
suggested. From1 1878 down to 1896 
tliere was a practically unbroken re­
cord of deficits, the aggregate of which 
ran into many millions. Deficits have 
occurred since 1896, but on the whole 
there has been a material improve­
ment in results. . Three capable Min­
isters in the Liberal regime—Hon. A. 
G. Blair, Hon. Hi R. Kmmerson, and 
Hon. G. P. Graham—have done much 
to lay a new and better foundation for 
the carrying on of- the Intercolonial, 
the full effects of \vhich will be real­
ized in years to come. They have 
already been manifested in a happy 
series of surpluses gihee 1896.

Partizanshlp Discouraged.
The financial results of Liberal ad­

ministration are mot perhaps so im­
portant as tho§e of another character. 
It cannot be denied that during all 
the years between 1878 and 1896 the 
Intercolonial was not regarded so 
mtiySi as a public trust as 1 Valuable 
piece of partizan machinery. Politics 
came in. at every point. .When an 
election occurred, thousands of men 
were carried over the line on "passes ; 
tlie employees of the road were in 
many cases active campaigners ; pro­

of Manitoba, and as such engaged 
the moat important relations with the 
Canadian Northern Railway, had 
taken advantage of their kindness, and 
had bought on the instalment plan à 
block of land in a neighborhood 
through which he had advance :n- 
formntion that the road was to run. 
He showed his sense of tlie impro­
priety of the transaction by not buy­
ing in his own name. Mr. Foster en­
abled him to clear a rather pretty- 
penny.

styles as an energetic young Conserva­
tive. George, however, is an energetic 
Young Liberal and the difference be­
tween energetic young Conservatism and 
militant energtic young Liberalism is 
300 votes per campaign. Mr. Champagne 
or "Cham.”.as he is called by the people 
knows his riding well and has it well or­
ganized. The Toronto News concedes his 
election. "

Great interest is being taken through­
out the west in the contest in Qu’Appelle 
where Mr. R. S. Lake. ex-M.P. is being 
opposed bv Mr. J. T, Brown. Mr. Brown 
is a gentleman of great personal force 
anil ability and is putting up a splen­
did fight against bis opponent. Mr. Lake 
like his colleague from Calgary has won 
some little distinction at Ottawa for 
courage and ability chiefly on account of 
the number of under-sized Conservative 
representatives from the West. Both 
are fighting for their lives with the odds 
against them.

While in Ontario Mr. Borden dally 
dilates upon his policy of adequate pro­
tection. He. however, lacks the frank­
ness and effective ingenuousness of Sir 
•Tehn A. Macdonald >vhn 'in- urging the 
National Policy in 1878 showed how high 
ho was willing to raise the tariff wall. 
“Let the manufacturers tell me the pro­
tection they want,” said Sir John, at 
Hamilton, “and I will give them the 
protection they need." As Mr. Borden 
stands fiir the old X.P. can we not as­
sume this is his opinion too?

The reappearance of Mr. T. Mayne 
Daley, ex-minister of the interior as 
candidate in Brandon recalls what the 
late N. Flood Davin said of him in 
address to his constituents in 1896: “We 
have a rich country in western Assini- 
boin, hut its wealth has not yet lieon 
made available mainly because of the 
utter want of originality of mind that 
has characterized the management of the 
department of the interior.

Tn this resneet, however, ho deserves
The combination had now been >x- only honorable mention beside Senator 

tended to includ.y a number of old, Longheed. who would likely claim the 
political friends; but others were to same position in a Borden cabinet, 
come. Mr. b owler, as told in the 
letter to his “Dear Lefurgcy,” had •The l iberals in South Toronto have
gone in for a M acrepS&t, and t* ^ Ptd
Mr. Pope and Mr. Bern,et? joined the !"? "
affectionate correspondents. Mr. Fow­
ler. and Mr. Pope bought a $701.600 
property with $4,000 belonging to Mr. 
Bennett and Mr. Lefurgey. These 
latter two paid two more instalments, 
and an outsider, Mr. Peuchen. looked 
after his share. Mackenzie & Mann 
carried all the rest, for' Fowler and 
Pope, until they apparently got tired, 
but the y-did not quit before Mr. Fos­
ter and the other friends came to the 
rescue. Th$y gave the Fowler outfit 
a profit of a dollar an acre, then add­
ed fifty cents an acre for themselves, 
and then got the Trust Company to 
shoulder the whole load. ' Foster, Me- 
GiUivray and Wilson fooled their 
fellow directors (rank outsiders) Sir 
John Boyd.. Mr. Davidson and Mr. 
Schofield, whom they allowed to put 
in a few dollars of their own money, 
while the money of the Trust Com­
pany was good enough for tlie clique.

TliiA is the load Mr. Foster has to 
carry in this election, and which .iis 
party is half inclined, half disincline 
ed, to help hm carry. Why he should 
call anyone a liar in connection with 
it is not clear. When he has faced 
all that custodians of the Order’s 
funds have to say about it lie will 
.hardly be in a position to call hard 
names to anyone, even a minister ' f 
the gospel.

CONVICTING ITS FRIENDS.
The Winnipeg Telegram lias “let it­

self in” again. A big land sale was” , ° 5 . many uu-evts auuve ctHuyaiguerc ; piu-
hold in Regina a few days ngo, and. motions and preferments were known 
the Telegram, with customary promp-* to be the reward of effective services 
tituflo. declared the land lind been the party ; the utmost demoraliza- 
stolen from the people by some ras- ^ th* regard, extending to every 

.. Ll . .. il- , branch of the service, prevailed; the
cally combination. Now it turns ou. men were under constint espionage as

the field. The combination is a reef'v- 
niticn of the Liberals of Toronto of .the 
harmony of interests that has identified 
the just claims of labor with-an adminis­
tration tlfat in the last twelve years in 
creased the wages of the workingman 35 
per cent, to 50 per cent, and protected 
him bv specific legislation like the alien 
labor law, abolition of the sweating sys­
tem in government contracts, fair wages 
act applying to all government contracts, 
an act for the nrotection of workmen 
engaged on public work, tax of $500 on 
Chinese labor, and the establishment of 
a separate department of state to deal 
exclusively with the growing and press­
ing interests of Labor,

The great reception given to Sir Wil­

li t-
ish preference freely and frankly 
should have gone huckstering for it. 
He is not alone in that -opinion. All 
the protected interests are with him 
to a man because they know the’pro­
posal for a preference would be where 
it was in 1896—in the land of dreams 
But it may be asserted with confidence 
that he and they are in the vast min­
ority. If a plebiscite could be taken 
of the people of Canada on the subject, 
the minority on the day a'ter the pol­
ling would be looking around for a 
hole small enough and deep enough 
to hide itself in.

If the object is to secure a prefer­
ence in return, Sir Wilfrid’s way is a 
much more likely way than Mr. Bord­
en’s way. It niay be asserted with 
confidence that but for the Canadian 
preference the subject oi preference 
would never have been heard of in 
tli old land. If Sir Wilfrid had goni- 
across the ocean on a huckstering mis­
sion he would probably have offended 
all parties. As he did go he won gen­
eral admiration, and now the powerful 
Conservative party", led by Arthur Bal­
four, will at the next election in tin 
British Isles go to the country with a 
preference to the colonies as a plank" 
in its platform.

Would this result have been achiev­
ed if Sir Wilfrid had gone dickering 
for it? There is scarcely a man who 
knows the British people who will ans­
wer that in the affirmative. Tlie word 
"preference” would have become as­
sociated with the idea '^presumption, ’ 
and it would have been years hefoie 
Englishmen, Irishmen and Scotsmen 
got over the bad taste in tlieir mouths 
Given as a free gift, it not only thril­
led our kinsmen, but it has also actu­
ally redounded to our advantage as 
the .following table of our exports to 
Great Britain since 1896 will show ;—
1896 ............................................ $ 62,717.941
1897 ..........................................   50,533.852
1898 ........................ .7.............. 93,005.019"
1899 ............................................. 85,113,681
IDiiO............................................. 96,562,875
1901 ..............................  92,857,525
1902 .............................................  109,347,345
1903 .............................................. 125.190.980
1904 .............................................  110,120,892
1905 ..........................................   97,114,867
1906 .............................................  127,456,465
1907 (nine months).............. 98,691.1K0
1908 .............................................  126.194,124

Oui" British fellow-subjects have
been giving us a preference, although 
it is not oil the statute "book.

Mr. Borden would abrogate this pref­
erence. And th(s is the gentleman 
whose portrait the Mail and Empire 
prints on the Union Jack. Not above 
it, or below it, or on either side of it, 
but right amidst its glorious folds. The 
flag must feel surprised.

Stomach troubles would more quickly 
disappear if the idea of treating tlio 
cause, rather than the effect, would come 
into practice. A tiny,- inside, hidden 
nerve, says Dr, Slioop, governs and gives 
strength to the stomach. A branch also 
goes to the Heart, and one to the Kid­
neys. 8 When these “inside nerves” fail, 
(lien tlie organs must falter. Dr. Slioop"s 
Restorative is directed specifically to
these failing nerves. Within 48 hours 

frid Laurier in Quebec last week recalls j after starting tile Restorative treatment 
the speech lie delivered in that city on I patients say they realize a gain. Sold by

A VULGAR AND OFFENSIVE SLANDERER

POLITICAL NEWS AND VIEWS.
There is a split contest among tlie 

Conservatives of Kingston where Mr. 
Melxer Avery, ex-M.l‘. will run as^an 
Independent Conservative against Die 
part,! nominee.

In accepting the nomination for 
Brockville Hon. Geo. P, Graham paid a 
splendid tribute to Hon. Frank Oliver 
for his new; timber regulations whereby 
it is necessary to have the timber on a 
given area cruised by a government- tim­
ber euiscr and after due advertisement 
sold at public auction. He said a close 
estimate of western merchantable tim­
ber still stands to keep up a supply for 
235 years. ,
'Two seats that are pretty sure to go 

Liberal in Ontario are North Waterloo 
and North Perth. Joe Seagram, the late 
Conservative member for North Water­
loo spent but one day in the House of 
Commons during the last session. Alex. 
Mrtchu-cn is a non-resident, and out of 
touch with the constituency and appur-

The following extract is from the Presbyterian. Coming on the heels ot 
the spectacle made cf Premier Robiin by the Toronto Globe the allusion to 
the exposure of a “peculiarly vulgar and offensive slanderer” needs no ex­
planation:—

“The tone of Canadian public life is none toe high. Governments h;ve 
left themselves open to criticism botli for the character of their members 
and their conduct of national affairs. Members of parliament have not 
always been above suspicion. Newspapers have too often been more dis­
tinguished for a partisan zeal than for ar disinterested patriotism. All this 
gives abundant, opportunity, and indeed imposes the obligation, dî criticism. 
To expose, and denounce corruption, graft, neglect oj- maladministration en 
the part of those in publie office is to do real service to the state. Unfortu­
nately the heat of our party polities genders a criticism that is reckless and 
unfair. There are those who in their comment upon public men wou’4 
leave i

“Not even Lancelot brave, nor Galahad clean.”

“Those who talk in this manner have rarely any personal knowledge <>f 
what they aver. They report what they have heard with amplifications, put 
forward suspicions as proven facts, and sometimes, by persistent repetition, 
persuade themselves as well as others that they are uttering known truth

"Indiscriminate accusations of this kind are not criticism but plandrv. 
and he who accuses a public man recklessly and falsely is as worthy oi 
condemnation as the public man who is guilty of personal or political wrong­
doing.

“It is so easy to becloud the issue in matters of this kind that it is 
often difficult tor the impartial onlboker to know where the truth lies, and 
it is a real satisfaction when, as last "week, a peculiarly vulgar and offensive 
slanderer is exposed and pilloried."

NO TIME FOR A Cl.
A demand for a change] 

ment would be rational, if L 
com pan ied by evidence till 
government conditions ivt-rl 
tliat a change would brinJ 
improvement. Otherwise, ? 
for a change” must be take 
ly one of those meaningless 
are sometimes skilfully il 
the hope tliat the liypnotil 
of their continuous réitéra 
turn public thought and pa 
direction which actual facts! 
reason would not impel the 
A comparison oi the recoil 
eervative and Liberal admil 
and of the present Conseil 
Liberal proposals, will make!

- ly clear1 tlie reasons which ]| 
opposition campaigners lrtl 
sing these matters, and w| 
cnee them to endeavor to „ 
object by personal abuse at 
rot cry of “time for a ciiuiijj

The country is not vet sc 
whelmed with wealth and 
that intelligent electors wil, 
that - if is-“time for a cliar- 
the present productive actif 
to tlie conditions of stagna 
discouragement that prevail, 
the election of 1896. Canal 
tion, development and sirens 
not be improved by abamil 
administrative methods wh| 
given the government during 
twelve years an average anl 
plus of $9,463,257, and revj 
the bungling methods undl 
there was during the last twd 
of" Conservative government ] 
age deficit of $415,508. No 
man thinks that it is “till 
change” irom a tariff policy* 
built up- the Dominion’s total 
trade to over $650,000.000 perl 
go back to the old prqtectivf 
under which it was less than 

,000. •

Nor would any patriotic oil 
ious for his country’s upbuild 
With, any satisfaction on the] 
of a change from the imrl 
and land policies that plantj 
homesteads in the Northwest! 
back to the policy tliat ,-ecul 
1,857 in 1896. 1

The business conditions al 
oral diffusion of wealth that! 
people’s deposits in charter#! 
and savings banks up to $650 ll 
1908; ought not to be changed! 
conditions under which such I 
were only $245,0®,143 in lsliol 

It is not time tor a cliuugJ 
the present higher wages, lari 
duetion, and better markets L 
.manufacturing industries, bacl| 
lower wages, smaller product 
poorer markets of tlie Con si 
period, the recollection oi will 
carries with it uneasiness and [

It is not “time.for a chant» 
would take the leadership in cj 
public affairs out of the handa 
man wire is one of the stl 
ablest, highest-purposed, most] 
ed, and best-loved among the] 
Wien of the world-encircling L 
empire. It may be that soinl 
Conservatives would wish tba| 
financial leader, Mr- Foster,werï 
with the ability and successful! 
of the present finance ministJ 
it Would, probably be .hard to fii! 
a Conservative who thinks “it 
for a change” irom Mr. Fide. 
Mr. Foster. Tlie “time for a cl 
is the time when a change wil 
change for the better, -not a 
Irom certainty to uncertaintJ 
irom management tliat is vinrf 
management that made a sorry f 
when it had its opportunity. ;

" II is “time for a change.” , 
methods, in the purpose, and tq 
extent in the personnel of the (L 
vafive party’s leadership. WheJ 
leaders manifest strength and6 rt 
ism. rise above petty pessimist 
personal prejudices, show power| 
itiative. and exhibit readiness i| 
crously support all good Iegis| 
then Canada may be less reluct! 
give them another trial at the| 
task of guiding the destinies 
nation.

As long, however, as there are
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