Bupervisor Recommends in Favor of Four Districts and a Play-
ground in Each----Suggestions as to Apparatus---
High Fences Recommended.

oughts of Playgrounds
in Midwinter Holidays

132. Although nothing Tn an organized
way was prepared for the girls, they
took part in many games. However, for
the girls a sewing-class was started,
having an enrollment of seventy-two, an
average attendance of forty-five and
eight sessions were held, having a to-
tal attendance of 360. At the last ses-
sion, twenty-seven prizes were distribut-
ed for the work done. This class was in
charge of Miss Powis, Mrs. Blackburn
and Miss Kerner.

Every piece of apparatus was well
used with possibly the exception of one,
I'he boat-swings for the babies were ex-
cellent, arrangement of the seat
being so that it was next to impossible
for the little ones to fall out. The sand
boxes were a great source of pleasure
for the little tots. Children up to eight
years had a great liking for the sand.
The sand used this year was not of the
best and T would recommend only Beach-
sand to be used in the future.
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number of see-saws was found to
gh, although seldom idle. One
good feature was the fact that not one
child was hurt, either from falling off
or having their fingers ernshed,,the con
struction of the see-saws eliminating the
danger of accident at the fulerum of the

he

board. The uprights for the high jump |
were well patronized, but a pole ior
Scenes like this could be witnessed at any time at the supervised [)aygro unds at Hess Street School pole-vaulting would add much to tae
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summer holidavs the aggregate will pro- ; McLaren ior basket ball, four teams comprised the | grounds, such things as swings, see saws, | ings. | square yards available space Lanl J. . Wodell I'he other members
bably reach 75,000 All that afternoon the children enter- | league with twenty-four players and the | sand boxes could be used in all, but in- The average attendance was 0S in Hlnl TUpon examination two of the centres | oi the executive are Mrs. W. C. Hawk
:g number of suggestions made in the | ed with a vim into the games. while the | junior basketball league had three teams | stead of having. say a giant stride in| morning, 130 in the afternoon, and 181 | named wiill be found inadequate, bat T]ins. Mrs. €. 8. Wileox, and Messrs. W.
l;;!nwipp report are well worthv of con- | older pn;»plv)f‘n]‘n_\n‘d the fine p;l‘\;_'rﬂlnllh; ;\-\1]\ eighteen players. The total rum-' each one, it would be just as well tolin the evening. making a total attend l wonld recommend loeating futura play l \I. McClemont. N. D. Galbreaith and C.
sideration: put on by the 13th Regiment Band anc er of boys in organized games was substitute something different in each ance for each day 409 grounds us near them as practicable ’ S. Wileox.
Showing the entire length of the re vetment wall and the new sewer flu me at the end. The city has already done a large amount of filling, r eclaiming a large area. At the lan d end of the wall the extension is to be built, at right angles. In the
back ground are seen the new Home for Incurables, the House of Refuge and the old Street Railway p ower house A
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There is no season of the year which ones Santa was still a stranger to the strong and well!” he thought, and turn-| about her home. The young seamstress grandchildren, to whom she sends pres-) to enjoy the pleasure of bestowing her iu evening, served with the timge-
| appeals to Queen Alexandra so much as | majority of our boys and girls. The | ed sadly from the window. But the| said she had a great trouble to live, as| ents. She is very fond of mechanical | gifts personally upon her old people in| honored me mu of turkey, goose, roast
| Christmas. Her generous, sympathetic Cueen has watched the rise and progress | sound of wheels stopping before the en-| she had an invalid mother dependent on| toys and novel devices, such as the bet [ the cottages, the school children, and I 1 boar's head, also a :ur-kling pig
mature responds to the Yuletide senti- of Santa’s popularity in this country| trance to the hospital caused him to | her earnings, and she could not afford| ter class of pavement vendors sell, and | the members of her family and honse-Jand roast cygnets together with a mon-
s, e - with peculiar pleasure, and occasionally | look again into his handglass, and there| to buy a sewing machine, which would | derives considerable amusement from | ho ‘ ster plum pudding, carried into the din-
ment with enthusiasm, for it gives her | emulates the practices of Santa Slaus | he saw reflected a smart-looking omni- | have been a great help in her work. The | seeing.how the wheels go round, so to Ihe Queen is a smiling, gracions fig- | ing room ‘11: IJM.T/.;» ll-\' two footmen in
;,ﬂlt occasion for exercising her benevo- | herseli. bus, very different from those which he | Princess, who did not reveal her iden: | speak. ure at ‘(In' annual distribution of beef ] N .nl<| coats and white satin hroﬁ-hvn
lence in many directions, and she re- This reminds me of an incident which | was accustomed to see plying along the | tity, spoke kindly words to the girl, and The Queen does not confine her pur-| to the emplovees on the royal estate,| and served by the King. The s[n‘vi:‘ul‘
- joices in the joy of others. occurred the first Christmas after the | embankment, and a dignified footman| gave her some fruit and delicacies for | chase of presents to the articles bought { which takes place in the coa ch house ~»!IJ‘ nn-ln. ham mince pie “is also in ewi
A merry Christmas to you, granny,” | King’s accession. The Queen was con-| was crossing the pavement, carrying a | her sick mother. for inspection by the royal tradesmen, | the day before Christmas, and has | dence. The Queen’s orchestra plays dur
: said the Queen on one occasion to an| fined to her apartments at Marlborough | large parcel from the vehicle to the hos- A few days later, on Christmas morn- | as there are many benevolent societies km.h; ‘word for everybody as the i 1-“ ing the meal. and the quaint |‘n\|<i:' of
: °‘ﬂ cottager at Sandringham. House by indisposition—the court had | pital. ing, the girl received a delightful sur-| and institutions which she likes to help | and their wives file past the King and | carol singers is heard at intervals. After
“I'm feared I'm not likely to feel mer- | not then taken up its abode at Buck- The news spread round the ward, and | prise in a beautiful sewing mac hine, ac- | forward by giving orders. She is also a | receive their allotted portion of “prime ; dinner there ave games and merrymak
_ ry with the rheumatics in my bones,” | ingham Palace—and was unable to leave | all the children were on the tiptoe of | companied by the message, “A Christ- | frequent {un.rnn of the Royal School of | Norfolk,” from a bullock fed on the ‘m-- for the ‘l‘-\l\!‘v'v“\~ in which their
oy bled the old lady, as she 'dmppﬂi London for Sandringham. Instead of re- mEeulum'y. mas gift from Alexandra.” Then she [ Art Needlework, which )-’roduu-s such | Wolierton Farm.  Gifts of beef and | Majesties and the house party and
T curtsey with a woebegone air. pining over the unfortunate circum- Soon the matron appeared with the | knew that the beautiful lady who had | lovely artistic work and novelties suited | game are sent, “With the King's compli- | guests join with great heartiness.
. “But you are going to make it merry | stances which had spoilt her own Christ- tidings that the Queen had been thinking | spoken to her at Marlborough House | for gifts, while the technical schools at | ments,” to the homes of the aged and | ) 1 o
for the grandchildren,” P‘f"‘i"'"'d the | mas, she began to think over the suffer- | ‘about the little children at Cheyne Hos- | was the Princess of Wales herself. Sandringham_supply the Queen with infirm; but there are old people in the } | n:Bosing Day 1; ';"“ ;l ‘1(“'””""”
toy-l visitor, with a gracious smile.| ings and disappointments of others, es-| pital, which she had often visited, and The Queen takes the keenest interest | mmany beautiful articles. X Alexandra cottages, widows of .\uuwwd | ] W\]‘“M‘m‘ ““;” )t ml amily 1 “\na?mns
“That 1: what you and I have to do,| pecially the poor little children con-| had sent them presents for Christmas, in choosing her Christmas presents, l)(lring the brief stay in Tondon!| laborers and people who may he ill, :li:“' ..[”'.M(,I.‘m,: ,.'l:]:“‘..\] ,:Nlrl ATT,
nny. . : demned to beds of sickness in the hos- The sick lad at the window forgot| which is a formidable task, considering | which the Queen makes immediately be-| are the special objects of the Queen’s 3 .I\HH ‘”M“F‘.“ s ‘]‘ “. ; ‘(‘-
The Queen is a wowan of simple, | pitals when other boys and girls were | the burden of his suffering life. Santa | her lavish generosity in so many direc- | fore Christmas she superintends the pro- | private benevolence, and she never fails ‘.“'|lI T g e o l|“: ::m o
ly sentiments, and would never for- | enjoying the fun and frolic of the fes- | Claus on his white horse, with panniers| tions, and her desire to present her | paration of her gifts for despatch to | to remember a sick child i ‘,I)“I ," o 41 . ,'I],‘;“‘(Il] “.“"‘ ';' m‘] o
e'hcr own fireside to spend Christ-| tive season. loaded with gifts, was not more wonder- | friends and relatives with something en- | the courts of Europe, for she has per Christinas morning brings the voyal | A e O e “]. iy
in Egypt or the Riviera. She de Then a happy idea struck the Queeen | ful to his imagination than was Queen| tirely fresh and novel each year. sonal friends and family connections | mounted messengers with bursting I”"“ :"“\“““‘ o Tl W e
ights to observe the old erlitionl.. and | in her invalid’s room. She would send | Alexandra’s Christmas omnibus thus sud As the Queen cannot go to the shops, [ amongst all the reigning houses. The bags to .unhivhmmm House, and Sl B pavky forhe -scrvants 1 ﬁ RUpS
as pleased as any of her grandchildren | parcels of surprise presents to the sick | denly mirrored before his eyes. the shops have to come to the Queen,| presents to her beloved sister, the Em Queen ‘i”“‘l‘ the hours before churel in | £ "”“.""","""" stands in the ba -
see the hall decked with l:ol!y and | children in the hospitals with which she The poor little fellow has since passed | and some weeks before Christmas the | press Marie, and to the Emperor and | the pleasant occupation of reading hoer | londed. with. chaymidk gite, H,ml NP"‘;
letoe and !'"’ Yule l"l_! blazing on | was most intimately associated. Parcels | away, but to the last he would talk | royal warrant holders display their nov-| Empress of Russia and their family are | letters and admiring her presents. Then ! ong of_fhe Randringham Efll\'"““ H-l:‘
hearth. 1\_ 18 "l"‘Q'}f‘P“»" 10"?.07 '.h' of toys nunl» sweetmeats were made up! about that memorable aftermoon, and | eltices at Buckingham Palace. The arti- | sent by special courier. In th ast days | the grandchildren from York cotts ar- ,‘h“w. “”“,‘ h H’|]y\ ‘]”““lnw f" :1”9 :e‘r‘::a
old-fashioned Christmas which in- | under her direction, and a kind message | generally ended the narrative by say- | cles are arranged in one of the rooms | hefore the holidays the Queen, like less | rive with their gifts, and return home ' “" i!::'iT ];I|“».]l~‘(ll"‘v‘l i‘f\‘ ‘;:.,.‘“5:,;‘,:,... ,lmd)pﬁ::

d the King after his accession to
go the statelier court pageants of
historie Chrisimas at royal Windsor
i favor of continuing to spend the sea-
in Norfolk amongst their friends
retainers.
¢ Queen has inherited the spirit of
tide from her Norse and German
ors, and it was = joy to her to
tht she could continue the tradi-
in which she had been reared, in
@ country of her adoption. At the
Gule Palais in Copenhagen she had
visits from Santa Claus long
that delightful person had been
d into omes, and when
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added in her own handwriting. The par-
cels were despatched in one of the royal
omnibuses on the afternoon of Christ-
mas Eve to the various institutions se-
lected by the Queen.

At the Cheyne Home for Incurable
Children on Chelsea embankment, a boy
in one of the wards was amusing him-
self on this particular afternoon with a
reflector handglass as he lay in his cot
by the window. The poor little fellow
had been in bed for three years, and it
must have cost him some bitter pangs
when the handglass revealed wmerry
troops of children passing along the road

d the stockings of her own little

full of the )ov and activity of the fes-
tive season. “How nice it must be to be

ing: “Once when the Queen came to the
hospital she said that T was an old friend
of hers.”

We may recall another
which the Queen proved herself a veri
table Santa Claus. It was long ago,
when she was Princess of Wales. One
evening in December she chanced to see
a young seamstress waiting with a par-
cel of work at Marlborough House. The
girl looked troubled and tired, and, feel-
ing that there was a sad story behind
the girl’s face, the Princess took her in-
to her room that she might examiye the
garments which she had been making
for the royal children. She praised the
neatness of the work, and asked the girl

oceasion on
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for their Majesties’ inspection.
goods are marked in plain figures,
that the royal patrons know exactly
what they are ordering. The King
makes a rapid survey, and settles his
choice in a thoroughly quick and busi-
ness-like manner. But the Queen enjoys
the occupation, and spends many pleas-
ant morning hours in selecting her gifts.
Almost every conceivable fancy article
finds a place in the Queen’s selection, but
she is particularly attracted by artistic
things and curious things,

Children’s toys are a special feature
in the novelties displayer for the Queen’s
selection as there are an enormous num-
ber of little folks, exclusive of her nine

important people, finds something omit-
ted which she wishes to add to her list,
and a final batch of purchases has to be

made. She is always pleased for those!
who enjoy her intimacy to tell her of
pretty and unique ngs which they

have seen when shopping, and the Hon-
orable Charlotte Knollys, the Queen's
right hand in everything, is much engag
ed in assisting her Majesty in the multi
tudinous details connected with her
Christmas gifts.

All the presents having been seitled
for abroad, and parcels oi toys and
sweetmeats arranged for for some of
the children's hospitals and charitable

institutions, the Queen goes to Norfolk

with presents from grandpa and grand !

mamma and Aunt Vietoria.  Already, |
however, these merry little folks have |
emptied a huge stocking at York cot |
tage, which they awoke to find filled |
with gifts by Santa Claus. The serviee ;
at Sandringham Church is very bright |

and homely, and the pretty little build- |
ing is beautifully matter |
which is always a source of interest and |
pleasure to the Queen. Al the members

decorated, a

Wales and their elder children.
deal of merriment is occasioned
0 “the method of distributing the pres-
ents, F draws a ticket from
a bowl in the servants' hall, and receives
a giit from the tree corresponding to
the number. Tt may happen that one of
the maids gets cigars and a footman a
“fascinator.” FExchanges are effected to
the satisfaction of everybody.
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of the royal family attend the Christias | e

morning service. The old familiar hymns | Star— But why should 1 marry you,
arve sung. Pleasant greetings are cx- | M. Manager? Manager —Well, T discov-
changed with friends and neighbors as d you, and yon know new stars al-

the royal family leaves the church
Their Majesties give a family banquet

woys take the name of the discoverers,.—
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