The Grain Grotwers’ Guide

& innipeg, Tednesdap, February 14th, 1912

MORE INFORMATION NEEDED
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CP.R. EXPLANATION
Vice-president Bury, of the Canadian
Pacif ral wsued to the [v\l'!“]r Press
n Febru ( alengthy statement upon the
suthieet of car shortage He dealt x\?‘hul‘-'l_\
vith the extraordinary conditions surround
o L) coal miners trike ti exceptional
ather in tl fall and the r v tem
perature around New Years, showing that
eact yf these were factors 1n interiering witl
transportation H iso pointed out that
ip to February 2, 1912, 94,577 cars of grain
f the 1911 erop had passed inspection, as

.v-‘;,,y-‘! with 61.105 cars o the f"}"‘!'w’

on the same date last vear. showing that the
nerease this vear had been fifty-four per
ent. The very cold weather, Mr. Bury ex
plains. means that a locomotive ean handle
not more than from one-third to one-half
of the number of cars that it could in

ordinary weather. He states definitely that
there is not a shortage of cars and locomo

tives, as his company has all the ecars and
locomotives that they have trackage to
wecommodats He further states that for

the past eight =}""'1IH the company has not
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pert right to find fault with the CJI R if it
& not give satisfaction. We do not believe
the Canad ni'n ! railway would find
' Uty in securing all the men needed
1 1 ¢ men as hgh in proportion
TH | arges t) e l;f. I 1 West on
reight shipments. If the Canadian Pacifie
v nows, as Mr. Bur omts out, that
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present rate of development, why did the
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to defeat the 1 iproeity igreement Y Why
hd t) C.P.R. adopt 1 dog-in-the-man
gor ] ey If there was more trafl than
A nadian roads could handle, why not
0 t American roads to come in and
~ ire a share, and by so doing help the
far rs of the West? Mhere s no doubt
whats r that conditions this year have been
exceptional, but even if conditions are
ordinary for the next two years a similar
| kade 18 bound to occur. The suggestion
in regard o mixed farming s a Hmnl one,
ind 18 being followed more and more each
year. Every expenditure that will tend to
ducate farmers to the value of mixed farm
ing will be well applied. The profits which
the C.P.R. has made out of Western Canada

are suflicient that that
1o devote
the
time

afford
+ great deal of money to edueating
farmers along this line. At the same
the C.P.R. might educate the hanking
institutions of Canada to assist the fari s
more than they are doing now. It is not so
easy to raise money through the bank on

granary

company « ould

grain in the farmer’s own Mi
Bury points out, as many farmers can testify
And the raised, it is too
frequently at nine and ten per cent. when it
at six per cent, at the most, and if
were right, at five per cent. At
any rate, what right has the C.P.R. to dictate
to the people of Western Canada when and

“Hs
when money I8

should b«

conditons

how they shall ship their wheat?! The
people of Canada have given the C.P.R. as
a free gift practically as much as it cost

to build the whole system for the sole pur

pose of sed tory transportation,

iIring satisina«

and if that serviee 18 not forthcoming the
people have a perfect right to protest If
the directors of the C.I"R. were as solicitious
of the welfare of the people of Western

Canada as they are over the returns which
they receive upon their watered stock, con
ditions would rapidly improve. The financial
history of the C P.R [H”rllhhw] in this issue
might well be studied along with Mr, Bury’s
report. No one wants to be unfair to any of
the railway companies, but after their recent
attitude upon the reciproecity question they
will find it difficult to arouse very much
sympathy in the breasts of the farmers of
Western Canada. Publie control of the rail-
ways of Canada ecannot come too soon. And




