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There is more geniune happiness in
one good class-meeting or love-feast
¢han in a thousand ball-runnu.—that
is, if your gpiritual condltif»n is in har-
mony with the class-meeting or love-
feast. —Ilolston Methodist,

«y reading Church,”says the Balti- |

more Epiw‘u/ul( Methodist, ‘‘1s quite
sure to have an active, aggressive and
liberal membership, and the pastor
will take on new inspiration and preach
to them better thau ever before.”

A writer in the (hristian Standard,
tracing unsoundness on the subject of

future punishment to unsoundness on '

the subject of atonement, says, “You
cannot fall out of a fourth-story win-
dow and stop at the third-story ; there
is no stopping till you get to the
bottom.”’

A singulér misfortupe-has happened

to Rev. Heber Newton, whois repent- |

ing of his promise to discontinue his
Henry Ward
Beecher offers him comfort and fel-
lowship. There is a dilemma in this

that will puzzle Newton worse than |
some of his studies in the Pentateuch. |

—Central Adv,
It is related of the thirteen year-old

| Boston school girl who died last week,

as alleged, of over-study, that, during

her delirium, she repeated page after |

page of history, and struggled with
the notes of music, frequently crying :
“0, mother, if I could only get these
This sort of
child-murder is going on all over the
land. Stop it.—Nashville Adv.

Voltaire's house is now used by the
Geneva Bible Society as a Repusitory
for Bibles. The British Bible So-
ciety’s house in Earl street, Black-
friars, stands where, 1378, th& Council
forbade Wycliffo circulating portions
of Holy Scriptures, and where he ut.
tered the words, ‘*‘The truth shall
prevail,” and the Religious Tract
Nociety's premises are where Bibles
were publicly burned.

Says the Boston Congregationalist :

“Mission ships seem to be an impor-

tant part of evanzelistic machinery,
nowadays. The London Missionary
society sends out five Jarge and several
smaller vessels, among them the steel
life boat on Lake Tanganyika, while
five other societies, at least, send out
one each. A unique fleet this, and
doing no insigniticant work They are
admirably fitted up with a full supply
of books, tracts, hymn-books, Bibles
and Testaments in various languages.”

“Fifty years ago,” said Earl Cairns,
at a meeting of the Church Missionary
Society, *‘if a man had been ship-
wrecked on some of the islands of the
Pacitic, he would have been killed,
cooked, and eaten ; whereas if a man
were shipwrecked there now, he would
receive Christian hospitality, Miss
Gordon Cumming, who is not a mis-

sonary, and who did not write for the |

purpose of crying up missions, de-
clared that while in 1835 the people
of Feejee were cannibals, there are
now 400 churches and 1,400 schools
there. Lady Brassey writes that any-

body who wants to see the last traces |

of heathenism in Japan had better go

| soon, as they are rapidly giving place

to Christianity.”
The Herald and Presbyter says:

“‘Recent intelligence informs us that |

the whistle of the locomotive engine
will soon reverberate among the hills

of Galilee, and roll, in echo, along the |

banks of the Jordan. The preliminary
survey for a railroad has been made
from the Mediterranean sea to Da-
mascus. It is to cross the Kishon,
hug to the foot of the Carmel range,
pass close to the hills of Galilee, and

detour to the plain of KEsdraelon. |

Nazareth depot will be twelve miles
from the town.

to the ridge overlooking the western
shore of the sea of Tiberias. Thus
far the route
company has secured the right to put
steam tugs upon the lake of Tiberias.”

An Trish priest has a difticult place,
according to the St. James Gazette :
The other day a priest in Kerry went
to his bishop : “‘1 want you,” he said,
“to give me a general dispensing
power for cases of perjury.” ‘‘For
perjury 1" said his lordship. ‘‘What
do the people want with that?”
“Faith !" answered the good father,
“they can't get on without it. For,
first of all, the Moonlighters come to
thein and swear them that they must
say that they didn’t know who they
were ; and then there’'s the Arrears
Act, and they have to take the oath
they’re not worth a farthing ; and you
know in the Land Court they can't
%et a reduction till they say they can't
Pay their rent. In fact, my lord, the
Paur people have to perjure themselves
M every turn.”

A fine railroad bric.ige |
will be built over the Jordan, crossing
which the road will follow the river

is determined. The |

|  Who ever saw a person trying to
rise to a position of usefulness and
honor that did not receive slights ;
but who that ever stopped to mind
them attained to those positions ? One
should not condescend to notice these

slights, for it is a sure!sign that real |

worth isthere.”’— Am. Meth. Kecorder.

A miserable lie—which, we regret to
say, was not without plausibility—was
told by the manager of a theatre about
Henry Ward Beecher.
lished that he would go, and afterward
that he had gone to see Mrs. Lang-
try, in A Wife's Peril.
Boston at the time. One advantage
a weekly paper has is that it can wait
long envugh to sift out the truth. —N.
Y. Advocate.

The Catholic Standard’s only reply
to our complete disproof of calumnious
charges against Luther by publishing

| the passages in the letter on which the
charges were founded, is to say that
those ‘‘charges are entirely true.” If
the Stundard will just reiterate ‘‘true,
true, true,

times true’ its illustration of child’s |

logic will be complete. —Independent.

A writer in the Journal of Educa-
tion thinks that ‘It takes time to
| make aman.” This is his programme:
“Ten years I set for the general cul-
ture of secondary school and college ;
three years more for strictly profes-

a leader of men ; gnd then, at the age
of twenty-eight years, I expect to tind
a man ready to begin to help his fel-

lows upward and onward in civiliza- |

| tion.”

It is announced from Paris that the
decree ‘‘authorizing’’ the worship of
the Catholic Gallican Church has been

' signed by the President of the French
" Republic,and is thereforenow in force.

If we mistake not,the ‘‘Catholic Galli- |
| can Church’ is just now in thie coun- !

. try, and consists, as a secular paper
says, of Pere Hyacinthe, his wife and
(son. Itis something like the army of
one of the insignificant little German
Duchies, which was reported to consist
of a Major-General, a Brigadier, Colon
el,Captains, Lieutenants, etc., and six
privates |—Fresbyterian.

A Sunday funeral,” says the Chris-
tian Intelliyencer, **is an evil, that
often assumes a magnitude that

 amounts to Sabbath desecration. It !

dissipates thought, developescuriosity,
and disqualities for devout worship.

Christians should protest against Sun- |

day funerals as subversive of the
purpose, comfort, peace, and sacred-
ness of the Lord's Day ; and pastors

and church officials should be slow to |
consent to have the appointed hours

of divine worship interfered with by a
great funeral pageant.”

Mrs. Booth thinks that women
ought to preach, and would bring
| other people to her way of thinking
by reminding them of woman'’s grace-
ful form, her natural eloquence, and
her wealth of emotion. Where such
an argument is ‘convincing,’
may be supposed to be a strong predis-

the fam'ly, the class-room, and the
chamber of sickness find work enough
! for women which they can do better

for the pulpit.— London Methodist.
The Episcopal Register

says :—

| be there, we know at once that his
personal influence is valuable in that
Church. A very few such men make
a live Church, for there is nothing

It was pub-

He was in |

400,000,000'000,000,000 |

sional and special duties ; then a year |
or two for travel, if our youth isto be |

there |

position to be convinced. The nursery, |

than men ; and there is no lack of men |

| “Where we fiud a layman who is at
his post in Church on Sunday and | ‘ 3 _ .
week day as if it was his business to | employing an organ is that adopted at | by voicing the praise of God's people

" plete.

| the newcreation it might equally well
| be said
** From barmonv to harmony
Through all thecompass of thenotes it ran,
, The diapason closing full in man.”

| All sacred music between the epoch
| of history signified by Job. xxxviii. 7,
! and Rev. xiv. 23 must be variations on
| the sublime chords then struck ; often,
"it is true, amidst the sadness of sin
pitched in the minor key, but still
breathing something of hopeful tri-
umph. The popular titles of some of
the greatest compositions of the great-
est masters are suggestive :
Creation, the Messiah, the Gloria, the
Hallelujah Chorus and many biblical
oratorios. No secular music is for a
moment comparable with sacred mu-
sic because secularism cannot inspire a
| master. We wish in this round about
| manner to suggest that the great use

. of church music must be for purposes
of worship and as responses to the

 What then are the criteria for the
suitable matter and execution of
church music ? John iv. 24, “ God is a
spirit and they that worship Him must
' worship Him inspirit and in truth.”
1 Cor. xiv. 15, ‘‘I will sing with the
spirit and with the understanding
also. See also Colos. iii. 16, Jas. v,
| 13, Ephes. v. 19, Math. xxv. 1-30, and
| Psalm Ixxxi. 1. According to these
and other Scriptural criteria, church
' hymns and anthems should be spirit-
ual and the music by which they are
' expressed worshipful and soulful.
. We can readily apply these criteria to
matters of present and practical im-
port.

We can find nothing in the Bible
oppused to, and much by implication
in favor of the assistance which suit-

'able instruments give in supporting
| the voice. Tne subject is hardly de-
| batable now.

The prejudice against
organs as instruments of Pupery which
Butler in Hudibras satirised has passed
away :

“ It is an antichristiau opera
Much used iu niduight times of popery.”

We must cordially agree with what
Leigh Hunt says the ‘‘gusty organ”
i8 capable of doing :

Comnforting the ascending hymn,
With notes of softest seraphim.

However, the pealing organ, so
helpful, may be made a hindrance by

| drowning the human voice with a |

| Niagara of sound uuless there be a full
voiced choir. Everything should be
made subservient to the idea of congre-
gational worship. In the Greek
! church no organs are used and the
| vocal music of the imperial choristers
| of St. Petersburg is incomparable 1n

sweetness and effect. For some

| reason, unaccountable to me, which |

| must lie in the abuse and not the use,
the introduction of an organ some-
| times marks an era of decline in con-
| gregational singing.

One of the most sensible ways of

| Talmage’'s Tabernacle in Brooklyn,

| precentor mounting the preacher’s

Of the first creation, and of But then the practice in public wor-

ship should, we think, be rare and :
well guarded. Very few are qualified |
by either gifts or grace to take such a |

The |

theme of the pulpit— Rede mption. '

'[where the organ accompanies and a

part. Everything approaching to a
performance, whether by single singers,

taste and an insult to the Almighty.
When I want the recreation or pleasure
of listening to a musical performance
I will attend a Music Hall on some
week night. I goto church to get
spiritual guod and to worship God.
The ideal of public worship is not
i reached until all the people praise
' God. A congregation caunot worship
| by proxy. A choir cannot offer up
| the praise of a congregation vicarious-
'ly. Just as well might the preacher
' and his leaders do all the praying for
the people.
becoming too much like spectators and
- auditors rather than an assembly of
worshippers. Aritual with responsive
readings and responsive prayers de-
genegpates into formalism, but it is pre-
| ferable to absolute silence. Where
i are the hearty ejaculatory prayers,
| and the hearty singing of our fathers ?
! Have we taught it to others' and lost
5 the art ourselves ! God forbid ! No
| singing is comparable with congrega-
| vional singing in its religious effect,
whatever it may he as viewed from
the standpoint of as artist. Could the
| singing of ‘‘God save the Queen” by
| a professional quartette touch the
strings of loyalty inthe soul like a
whole assembly singing it with all
their might ! Apart from the worship
can the rendering of any anthem by a
skilful choir reach g2 effuct produced
on the heart by a whole congregation
singing *‘ Coronation ?”
Cong;egntional singing is above
i criticism. 1f there are disccrdant
individual voices they are marvellous-
| ly transformed in the blending of the
| whole. They are like the sound of
many waters which the storm sweeps
into melody. Canon Farrar says
‘“ even discords can be inwrought into
the vast sequences of some mighty
harmony.” Oliver Wendell Holmes
expresses delight in ¢ the unsophisti-
cated blending of all voices and all
hearts in one common song of praise :
Some will sing a little loud perhaps,

|

ister will get a syllable or two in ad-
vance, or an enchanted singer so lose
all thought of time and place in the
luxury of a closing cadence that he
holds on to the laat semibreve upon
his private responsibility ; but
how much more of the spirit of the
old psalmist in the music of these im-
perfectly trained voices than in the
| academic niceties of the paid perform-
ers who take our musical worship out
| of our hands !” We must not en:
large, but simply add that tunes
which demonstrate their own fitness

{
(
|
|

! all over the world and through many
| gcnerations are the best. A
; good tune can never quite wear

| that draws more than the fact that | platform leads the whole congregation ' out, and they become valuable by

| this or that Church is known as fre:
' quented by such men. The value of
a layman's example in a business-like
punctuality at every religious service
is the greatest prize that God can
grant to any church next to a fsithful

pastor.

CHURCH MUSIC.
BY REV. R. BRECKEN, A. M.

1
| Brief comments by Canon Hoar on
' artistic singing in church, inserted by
, youin the last issue among the two
. columns of very interesting brevities
that you give us on the first page of
the WEeSLEYAN, have stimulated me,
wisely or unwisely I know not, to put
pen to paper on this subject. All will
. concede that music is a power with
sage or savage. Moreover, we instinc
| tively conceive that it i as universal
| asthe universe. It cas only be limit-
| ed by the duration of dependent ex-
| istence. Song is as immortal as time,
or thought, or being. Creation began
in song, and Revelation discloses the
harmonies that swel like the many
sounding sea when redemption is com-

| as if they were the choir. For the
| playing of instrumental voluntaries
| before and after worship I can devise
| no good reason, and can find no pre-
| cedent in sacred, history.  If pathe-
tie in siyle and executed softly they
are at least innocuous, and may

but with the full power of stops and
. pedals to begin some airy performance
so soon as the benediction is pro-
| nounced, and solemn appeals have
' been made, and prayers offered up is
not only out of taste but positively in-
jurious in its influence. The very
power of music ought to make
us jealously guard against mischief.
It has always seemed to the writer that
singing some song of Zion would be
more in harmony both asa prelude
and postlude to worship.

Ought solvs to be sung in public
worship { We think they may ooca-
sionally with good effect. The gospel
may be“sung as well as preached by =
single voice. Sankey often sang slone
in Moody’s meetiags with good effect.

even possess some positive benefit. l

| their associations clustering around a
| life from the cradle to the grave. The
‘* Rafz des Vaches” exerts its wond-
rous spell over the Swiss solely by its
| early associations.
| The Discipline places the responsi-
| bility for the method of conducting
worship in the hands of the minister
| in charge of & circuit. But no Meth-
| odist minister will lord it over God’s
! heritage. He will gladly consult with
"his leaders and take their advice.
' And it would be well if the preacher
could always consult with his choir
| previous to the Sabbath, s0 as to have
as much harmony as possible between
 the service and the subjest. The
| singers who often give much time and
pains to this part of God's work will

| be only rejoiced to thus co-operate.
| As to the method of giving out hymns,
whether by verse or en bloc, my
private opinion is that there should
not be any cast-iron rule. . The me-
| thud is best deiermined by the uature
of the hymn and the circumstances.
There are advantages in both systems
add all bymns should not be treated
alike. I would vary she method:

and now and then an impatient chor- |

|

; ’ | in any speculations about it.
or choir, or piayer, or preacher or |

prayer leader, is an offence to good |

' - e
| MAN'S PART IN SALVATION.

The work of the Holy Spirit dpon
the mind is very mysterious, and we
ought not to spend time in endeavor- '
ing to comprehend it, nor to indulge
Our
Lord declares it to be a great mys
tery, where he says to Nicodemus,

| “ The wind bloweth where it listeth,

and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh
and whither it goeth : so is every one
that is born of the Spirit.” (John
lii. 8) We see the effect of the winds

| but we cannbt account for the change |

in the atmosphere.
conversion of asinner.
The work of the Spirit is not in-
tended to supersede the use of our
faculties, but to direct them aright-

Soit is in the

| He dues not work without us, but by

[

|

Our congregations are |
grega | us ; he coes not change and convert |

and sanctify us by leaving us idle |
spectators of the work, but by engag- |
ing usinit. Hence the admonition
of the apostle to the Philippians,
‘“ Work out your own salvation with |
fear and trembling; for it is God |
which worketh in you both to will and |
to do of his good pleasure.” (Phil. ii.
13) God’s working 1n us is a motive |
for our working. It is the breezej
tkat wafts the ship along, but then |
the mariner must hoist his sail to
catch it ; it is the rain and sunshine
that cause the seed to germinate and
grow, but the husbandman must plow
and sow ; for though the seed cannot
grow without the influence of the
heavens, neither can it grow without
the sowing of the husbandman.

1t is an obvious duty to%repent and
to believe, and also to do thisat once,
and not merely desire to do it or at-
tempt to do it ; but, such is the de-
pravity of our nature, that we shall
never do it till God influences us.
What we have to do, therefore, is im-
mediately to obey the command to re-
pent and believe ; but to obey in the
very language and feeling of that

prayer, * Lord, help mine unbelief.” |
| We must obey, not only believing that

it is our duty to obey, but believing
also that we shall be assisted. Hence
the very essence of religion seems
to be a spirit of vigorous exertion,
blended with a spirit of nnlimited de-
pendence and earnest prayer. An il-
lustration may be borrowed, as record-
ed Matt. xii. 10, from the case of the
man with the withered arm. Our
Lord commanded him to stretch forth
his hand, and he did not say, Lord,
I cannot, it is dead ; but relying on his
power who gave the injunction, and
believing that the command implied a
promise of help if he were willing to
receive it, he stretched it forth ; that
is, he willed to do it, and was able.
So it must be with the sinner; he is
commanded to repent and believe, and
he is not to say, I cannot, for I am
dead in sin ; but he is to believe in |
the promised aid of grace, and tv obey
in a dependence npon Him who work-
eth in men to will and to do. —Stand-
ard.

ENGLISH METHO DISM.
“Cyrus” writes to the Central Chris-

tian Advocate on several topics. In
alluding to the Methodist, he remarks |
that ‘‘its projectors were a company
of younger men, some of them preach- |
ers, who held liberal vie ws in politics |
and religion, and who di d not hesitate
to call themselves Dissenters. That |
is a designation which Mr. Wesley al- 1
ways disclaimed and disowned ; and {
the leading members of the Legal |
Hundred in Methodism do so to this |
day. Methodism really holds a mid- |
dle place between the Episcopal :
Church and dissent ; and it may be,

that before the end of the present cen- !
tury, the Methodists in England may
become the dominant Protestant
Churcbh in this land, outnumbering
either the ocommunicants in the
Church of England, %o called, or in
the Dissenting Churches. The liberal
men in Methodism have had a smart

struggle m the past tn get their views
ventilated within Methodist circles,

| the crying need of the times.
| a Pentecvst to come, right speedily’

especially those opinions which in-
clude the separation of the Church
from the State. Methodists in Eng-
iand generally believe that such a sep-
aration will be realized in the near fu-
ture, but the conservatives in the body
want the change tc be brought about
without Methodist influence being ex-
ercised in that direction. Preachers
who held those liberal views were for
long years deemed ineligible for of-
ficial positions in the Methodist Con-
ference, but that exclusive feeling is
dying out, men of enlightened views,
with leanings toward dissent are now
occupying prominent official positions,
and no longer will it be needful for a
preacher to tellthequarterly meeting of
his circuit, that his vote given at Con-
ference, contrary to their opinions,
was because the President desired it.
Preachers do now speak and write
their religious and political convictions
freely, without the fear of Couferenee
censure.

On another point he says: The
Primitive Methodists are anticipating
a dilemma which they fear will mate-
rially modify the itinerancy of the
preachers. A slight moditication of
the time limit has recently been made
by the Conference, which gives sta-
tions and circuits where they are
unanimous, the privilege of retaining
their ministers more than three years,
and which also permits preachers to
be invited to any part of the Connex-
ion, instead of to a limited district.
From the Minutes of the last Confer-
ence it appears that there are seventy
ministers staying a fourth year, and
six are in their sixth year of location,
and two are in their seventh. From
the invitations given to preachers at
the December quarterly meetings,
these prolonged lucations are more nu-
merous than ever, and the leading
men inthe Connexion are anticipating
a dificulty. At present it does not
exist, pcssiblyit may never come in
the form in which some timid men are
now anticipating. It may turn out
that the advantages, the money sav-
ing from oft removals, will outweigh
what are ouly present imaginary evils.

A CAUTION.
A little thing may divert the holy

fire, and conduct it away from our

souls. It is reported that in a certain
place in Japan, the telegraphic
wires refused to convey the electric
message. Diligent search was made,
and for a time the cause could not be
discovered. It was observed, finally,
that at one point a vast number of

| small spiders had spun their gossamer

webs from the wire tu the earth, and
that these webe had become conductors
of the electric fluid, drawing it off
from its regular circuit. 8o soon as
these were removed, the messages
sped on their way as usual. Let us
cut off every earthly connection which
diverts the fire of God from the soul,
and wait until we are all filled with
the Holy Ghoust. ‘“The want in this
age, above all wants,” says the elo-
quent writer last quoted, ‘‘is fire,

| God's fire, butning in the hearts of

men, stirring their brains, impelling
their emotions, thrilling in their ton-
gues, glowing in their couutenances,

| vibrating in their actions, expanding

their intellectual powers more than
can be done by the heats of genius.
or srgument, or party, and fusing all
their knowledge, logic, and rhetoric,
intowa‘living stream.”

This we need more than wealth, or
learning, or gorgeous churches, or
imposing ceremony, or fashicnable
congregations, or eloquent and sensa-
tional preachers. The Holy Ghost in
those who minister, and in those for
whom the ministry is provided, is
Oh for

on the Zion of God ——Christion Wit-
ness.

Dr. J. W. Webb says that when
God gets a dollar out of a nian'’s soul
it makes a hole that permita the dis
vine light v shine iu.

Pickard Rev H, DD
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